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Oak Park Heights is moving forward with planning and design for a
Granular Activated Carbon (GAC) water treatment facility to address PFAS
(synthetic

chemical s)

Fall 2025

PFAS WATER TREATMENT: FALL
2025 WPDATE

i n

t he

drinking water supply consistently remains within federal standards, initial

sampling indicates the new Well 3 (not yet operational) is slightly above the

Envi

for Perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA), prompting proactive design and funding

efforts.

Preliminary Design underway:

1 Wetland delineation complete, surveys in progress, and geotechnical
borings scheduled this fall.

1 The proposed site is near Well 2 (behind City Hall) with access options

ronment al

Protecti

on

Agencyds

under review; coordination ongoing with MnDOT and Xcel Energy.

1 Design will incorporate a compact building with a small office/lab;
SCADA integration and cybersecurity being evaluated.

1 Water quality status: additional sampling is in progress to validate
initial results. Final sampling and evaluation will occur in conjunction
with the Minnesota Department of Health at Well 3 start up.

CONTINUED TO PAGE 3...
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HALLOWEEN: LIGHT UP THE NIGHT

Hey, Kids!

The Oak Park Heights Police Department wants you to have a
AND safe Halloweeland wedve got someth
that!

FREE Glow Sticks
Stop by the Police Department anytime between now and Hallowe
to pick up your FREE glow stick while supplies last!

Gl ow sticks help keep y enreating, andbhbyemake lyaurl cesturgeceved r e
cooler.

Halloween Day Treats

Visiting us on Halloween? Come by the Police Department on October 31st between 8:00 a.m. and
4:30 p.m. for a special treafiwe 6 | | have something sweet waiting
Parents, feel free to bring the little ones in costume!

2025 Halloween Safety Tips
Make sure your spooky night stays safe and fun by following these simple tips:
1 Plan your routeahead of time and share it with an adult.

1 BeseenlWear reflective gear, bright costumes, or
1 Stick together.Walk in groups with friends or famift her e6s safety i n numbe
1 Stay alert.Look both ways before crossing streets, stay on sidewalks, and watch out for vehicles.

Letds make Hall oween ifdalterghtreasgn!t t o r emember




Newsletter Page3

PFAS

...CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

1 Funding and rates: longange planning figure of approximately $2025 million; The City is
evaluating a local option sales tax (LOST), Public Facilities Authority financing, and potential grar
aligned with a utility rate study.

Upcoming timeline:

1 October 2025 sampling campaign and further review of site access

1 MidZDctober 2025 geotechnical borings

1 November 2025 space and equipment workshops with preliminary renderings
1 30% design in early December 2025

Recent Activity

T Staff toured the City of Cottage Groveds wa
operations required for treatment and as an introduction to processes involved in filtering wate
through GAC.

1 Geotechnical boring Request for Proposals issued to test soil on proposed treatment plant site.

1 PFAS sampling plan being finalized.

The City remains committed to securing resources and delivering a ebffective, resilient solutions to
maintain safe, higlgjuality drinking water for the community.

For more information on PFAS and what the Ci
PFAS on the top right side of the home page.
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HIRING A TREE SERVICE/L ANDSCAPE COMPANY

Tree service and landscaping
contractors are required under City
Ordinance 1307 to have a current
City of Oak Park Heights Tree
Wor kerds License.
contractor for tree pruning, chemical
treatment or tree removals, please
verify that the contractor is licensed
with the City. A current list of
licensed tree workers can be

obtained from City Hall.

Lawn care companies who apply
fertilizers must also be licensed with
the City of Oak Park Heights as
required by City Ordinance 1124.

FALL LANDSCAPING CHECKLIST

|| Aerate and overseed bare
patches

[ ] Plant new evergreen trees
and shrubs

|| Fertilize your lawn

Protect susceptible evergreen
plants from winter injury

Water evergreens deeply to
hydrate before the ground
freezes

|| Prune back perennial plants

|| Mulch around young trees
and plants

| |Remove leaf piles from land-
scape beds and turf areas
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RISK TREES

Winter is a good time to look for
structural problems in trees on your
property. When leaves are gone, it is
a lot easier to see risk issues such as
broken, hanging limbs, cracks in
large branches and main trunk un-
ions, and decay issues such as cavi-
ties (wildlife holes, openings in the
trunk), or conks (shelf fungi) on the
main trunk, on large branches, or at
the base of the tree. If a large tree
has died back from the top or has
had signs of decline (small leaves,
early fall coloration, thin leaf canopy)
in the past few years, it should be examined for decay and other risk factors. Being proactive about
tree risk situations can prevent serious damage and injury.

WINTER LANDSCAPING CHECKLIST
SR T el @

)

Prune dead, diseased, or un-
safe branches

|| Prune elm and oak trees

|| Inspect your trees and shrubs
for ice and snow damage

Have hazardous or dead trees
or EAB infested trees removed

by a licensed tree worker

TREE QUESTIONS?

If you have a problem with a tree or shrub, such as insects, diseases, site factors, or just want to have
a plant identified, call Lisa Danielson, the City Arborist at 65P4-3449 or via email at

Idanielson@cityofoakparkheights.com

She can either answer your question over the phone or make an appointment for a site visit. This

service is free for residents of Oak Park Heights.



mailto:ldanielson@cityofoakparkheights.com
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MN DNR SHADE TREE PROGRAM BONDING
GRANT AWARD UPDATE

The City of Oak Park Heights was
awarded the Shade Tree
+« Program Bonding Grant from the
Minnesota Department of

Natural Resources in February
2024. This grant provided Oak
Park Heights with $94,228.25

for the City to use towards:

K% 1 Costs of removal and stump
B\ grinding of 53 ash trees within

¢ City Boulevard Rightof-Ways and

City Parks infested with EAB, ash
trees with poor form, defects,

risk factors, etciThe (53) trees

to be removed with this grant

have been removed.

1 Costs of planting 57 trees
replacement trees will be
selected to increase diversity in
the Cityos tree ¢
toward the 20-10-5 guidelinedi

The (57) trees to be planted with
this grant have been planted.

This grant award has provided
the City of Oak Park Heights with
additional funding to remove
these hazardous trees, plant new
; and diverse tree species on City
: '- property, and plan for the future
of our Cityds tree

Careful consideration was given when selecting which trees to remove, with the City electing to take
down those that pose the greatest hazard to the public. This funding was only to be used towards
removal and replacement of City owned ash trees on City owned property and City boulevard rafhts
way.

The work to be done through funding of this grant must be completed December 2027, however we
will have all work completed ahead of schedule. Residents with an Ash tree to be removed on the City
Boulevard Rightof-Way with this grant funding were notified by the City Arborist prior to the tree or
trees being removed. Residents with trees being replaced were also notified by the City Arborist prior
to the planting.
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EMERALD AsH BORER (EAB) UPDATE

The City is diligently working to remove City
owned ash trees on the City boulevard right

ofways. The next area where tree removal
will take place is within the neighborhood

around Brekke Park. This work will be

completed by the end of this year.

NOTETHERE IS NOTHING YOU NEED TO [
TO GET ON THE LIST TO HAVE A CITY OWh
», BOULEVARD ASH TREE AT YOUR ADDRE
. ON THE LIST FOR REMOVAL. THE CITY H
AN INVENTORY OF THESE TREES.

When a City boulevard tree is scheduled for removal at an address you will be contacted with one @
a combination of these communication methods from the City: you will receive a letter in the malil

with details on the removal timeline, the City Arborist will make a site visit to meet with you to discuss

the removal and/or the City Arborist will call and/or email you. Please be patient as this is a very
expensive project and will take place over several years.
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XCEL ENERGY VOUNTEER DAY

Each September, Day
Service brings togetheg
thousands of people to* '-u 2
volunteer for a wide range off S
projects with nonprofitf _‘
organizations §
service territories. It is Xceg
Ener gyds I ar

volunteer event.

On Thursday, September 11
2025, Xcel Energy volunteers
chose to engage in ou
community by spreading 100

the Brekke Park playgroun
area, and they did so in just &
few hours.

The City is grateful for each of the volunteer
community! If your group is interested in volunteer hours in a City park next year, please contact Public
Works Director Andy Kegley at City Hall: 6294-3448. Visit our website for a City Park and Trail
Guide.

WINTER PARKING REMINDER

Parking regulations are in effect Novembersithrough March 3¥t. No parking is allowed on City
streets during the hours of 1:00am and 6:00am.

!! 5!! Winter parking restrictions are put in place in an effort
to enable snow removal equipment the opportunity to
; do a top quality and efficient job in removing snow
P] from city streets. Please be aware that these parking
~ restrictions are in place AND ENFORCED regardless of
~ whether or not there has been recent snowfall. Vehi-

cles left parking on the streets may be removed with-
_ 2 out notice by the Oak Park Heights Police Depart-
- = < ment. Move off the streets for overnight parking for
. the winter to avoid citations and towing. Please help

<= us by obeying the winter parking restrictions.




Newsletter Page9

YOUR CITY PuBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

The Oak Park Heights Public Works Department consists of fourdutie and three parZime summer
parks team member s. Their core responsibilit
sewer, and stormwater systems, as well as streets, boulevard and park trees, parks and City faciliti
and departmental equipment. The team works diligently every day to serve residents and maxim
the value of the Cityds infrastructure inves
projects completed to date:

1 Coordinated with excavation contractors to repair two significant water main breaks and thre
hydrant leaks. One of the water main breaks was covered by local news in ZAmtil. The Public
Works team worked tirelessly over several months to resolve one of the most challenging mé
breaks i n an operatords career, mai ntai nin
Appreciation is also due to Miller Excavating for expert excavation, repair coordination, a
excellent customer service to OPH staff and residents. Thank you to all involved, especially
impacted residents for their cooperation and unwavering patience.

Replaced failing hockey boards at Brekke Park.

Coordinated with contractors to reclaim and
paved trail and replaced an easement trail fence.

Completed landscape improvements at Brekke Park and Cover Park.
Replaced failing check valves at two sanitary sewer lift stations.

Assisted with water and sewer service installations for multiple developments.
Coordinated and prepared for street seal coat maintenance.

Crack sealed a significant portion of City owned trails.

Clean up and repair due to significant vandalism at City Parks.
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FALL YARD WASTE DISPOSAL

Residents are encouraged to rake and
bag leaves from their yards, beneath
trees, along curbs, and on top of
storm drain inlets adjacent to their
=% properties. Mulching stray leaves with
& a lawn mower is also recommended
2 to aid in disposal efforts.

Please note that, in accordance with
% City Ordinance 1109.04, it is

. prohibited to blow yard leaves into the
street.

STREET SWEEPING

Removing debris from roads lowers storm drain maintenance, protects water quality, and reduces
flood risk. Street sweeping prevents pollution, maintains city infrastructure, and keeps streets clean.
Fall sweeping in OPH begins when leaves start to collect and continues until all have been cleare
Do not blow or rake leaves or yard waste into the street. Questions? Call Public Works at (651) 439
4439.

HYDRANT FLUSHING

The Oak Park Heights Public
Works team conducts annual
hydrant flushing, with dead ends
flushed twice a year, to inspect
hydrant functionality and

maintain the water distribution

system. The team will perform
flushing activities this fall.

Since Oak Park Heights water
contains minimal iron and
manganese, water discoloration
is uncommon. However, if
discoloration occurs, running
your faucets until the water
clears is recommended
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PARKING PADS & FIREWOOD STORAGE

Parking on the yard area is not permitted by City Ordinance. Cars, trucks, trailers, boats, snowmobiles,
water-sskis, fourwheelers, motor homes and other similar items shall be parked in your garage or other
accessory building, upon your driveway or an approved parking pad. All such vehicles on your driveway
and parking pad shall be operational and display current registration.

What is an approved Parking Pad?

An approved Parking Pad is a parking pa
that is hard surfaced constructed of as
phalt, concrete, cobblestone, paving blocig
or crushed rock that meets minimum Clas
5 material specifications and has at least &
4-inch-deep base.
Designated parking pads shall extend di
rectly from the driveway, away from the
house and may be located within the front
side or rear yard setback. Parking pad
must be set back at least 5 feet from rear
yard property lines. b
There are Limitations to What You Can =
Place on a Parking Pad

Your parking pad may be used for the placement of:

1 No more than a total of two (2) recreational vehicles (boats, snowmobiles, etc.) or pieces of equip-
ment (trailers, etc.), not including racing cars.
1 Registered and operable
passenger vehicles.
1 No more than one (1) truck
and/or trailer not to exceed
a gross vehicle weight of
12,000 pounds, except
when loading, unloading or
rendering a service.
1 Construction and landscap-
ing materials currently being
used on the premises.

Firewood Storage shall not be
on a parking pad Firewood
shall be neatly stacked and
stored in the side yard or rear
yard or residential premises.




