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NEWSLETTER  

XCEL ENERGY 
UPDATE 
Xcel Energy announced last year that 

the Allen S. King Plant will close in 

2028. At 179 acres with 4,000+ lin-

ear feet along the St. Croix River, this 

is a premier property and the repur-

posing of the property will have a 

profound impact on the City, the St. 

Croix Valley, and beyond. The City 

Council established a King Plant Ad-

visory Panel to explore and analyze 

ideas relating to how the Allen S. 

King Plant site could be repurposed 

and to consider the physical, envi-

ronmental, economic, social, scenic, 

and recreational impacts of those options. As part of this process, the City 

has asked Xcel Energy to provide updates periodically for us to include in 

our Newsletter. 

Submitted by Brian Behm, King 

Plant Director— 

You’ve probably noticed that the 

Xcel Energy King plant went into 

seasonal operations on September 

1st.  This means that the plant is 

not operating and generating elec-

tricity during our seasonal opera-

tions phase.  We’ll use this time to 

conduct routine maintenance work 

and to build our on-site fuel inven-

tory to ensure the on-going genera-

tion of safe and reliable power for 

our customer base.  We anticipate 

returning to normal operations by 

the beginning of December. 

 

I’d like to remind you that Septem-

ber is National Emergency Prepar-

edness Month, an especially poign-

ant campaign this year as we send 

resources to those impacted by 

Hurricane Ida.   Xcel Energy sent 

more than 200 contract workers to 

the Louisiana region to assist with 

outage response.  These workers 

have been busy as the area re-

quires significant repairs to both 

electric transmission and distribu-

tion facilities.    We are part of the 

Edison Electric Institute’s Mutual 

Assistance program, designed to 

facilitate the sharing of workers and 

resources between member utili-

ties.  Communication is constant in 

preparation for large outages so 

that crews and resources can be 

available as soon as the receiving 
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LO CA L  BU SI N ESS  A N D  D EV ELOPMEN T  N EW S  
You might have noticed the construction happening around town.  If you haven’t already visited a new or remod-

eled business in Oak Park Heights, stop and visit them soon.   

 

Welcome New/Relocated/Remodeled Businesses: 

Central Automotive (New Location) 

14819 59th Street N 

 

ESports Arena 

5815 Norell Avenue N  

(Inside Walmart) 

 

Twin City Orthopedics 

5715 Memorial Avenue N  

 

Huntington Bank  

(TCF Bank Merger) 

5850 Neal Avenue N 

 

Vet IQ  

5815 Norell Avenue N 

(inside Walmart) 

 

Coming Soon: 

Lakeview EMS 

14702 60th Street N 
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If you are interested in learning about what is coming or 

happening in the City, give us a call at City Hall.   

651-439-4439 

PRO J E C T  CH I L D  SAF E  

The Oak Park Heights Police 

Department continues to 

participate in project Child 

Safe and will have free gun 

locks available at City Hall/Police counter. Under Minnesota 

State Law a person can be found guilty of a gross misde-

meanor who negligently stores or leaves a loaded firearm in 

a location where the person knows, or reasonably should 

know, that a child (under 18yrs old) is likely to gain access, 

unless reasonable action is taken to secure the firearm 

against access by the child.  Own it. Respect it. Secure it.   
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CO M M U N I TY  TH R EA D  J EW ELRY  SA L E  

Community Thread’s Baubles, Bangles and 

Bling jewelry sale is back! The sale begins on 

Thursday, October 7 from 4-7pm and contin-

ues with hours on Friday, October 8 from 

10am-4pm and Saturday, October 9 from 

10am-2pm. All purchases made on Saturday 

will be buy one get one free. 

 

Guests can expect to find one-of-a-kind vin-

tage, new and gently used jewelry, handbags, 

and fashion scarves. The event is also a great 

place to find jewelry for Halloween costumes. 

The sale will take place at Community Thread, 

2300 Orleans Street West in Stillwater.  

 

This annual sale is organized by Community Thread’s older adult volunteers who do all the sorting, 

pricing, and set up. Proceeds from the sale support programs that keep older adults in our community 

engaged, enriched, and connected. For those unable to attend, donations can be made online by visit-

ing www.CommunityThreadMN.org. 

 

Community Thread requests face masks be worn by anyone entering the building, regardless of vac-

cination status. 

 

For over 50 years, Community Thread has been connecting people, neighborhoods and lives together 

to strengthen the community. The nonprofit’s mission is to leverage resources and volunteers to im-

prove the quality of life for adults and their families in our local community. The vision of Community 

Thread is a community where all people are engaged, enriched, and connected. To learn more visit 

www.CommunityThreadMN.org, or call 651-439-7434. 
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utility is ready for them. The Mutual Assis-

tance Program is an important tool for rap-

id restoration following significant outag-

es. 

 

I would be remiss not to share a link to the 

National Emergency Preparedness Month 

campaign www.ready.gov/september  - 

here you will find great messaging for your 

families and employees to help them 

make their own preparedness plans. 

http://www.CommunityThreadMN.org
http://www.ready.gov/september


2022 C I TY  BU D G ET  

The City Council is in the process of preparing 

the 2022 Budget and related Tax Levy.  The final 

budget has not yet been determined and work 

will continue until its adoption in December 

2021. This is expected to correspond with the 

Truth In Taxation Hearing, scheduled for Decem-

ber 14, 2021 6:00 pm at City Hall, 14168 Oak 

Park Blvd. 

BUDGET 

 The preliminary budget is summarized in three 

categories: 

 Operations (General Government, Public 

Safety, Public Works) 

 Debt  

 Capital Improvements 

 

A comparison of the preliminary 2022 budget to the 2021 budget is as follows:  

The larger increases projected for the 2022 Budget are: Personnel Costs which includes contractual 

wage increases, cost of shift changes by the Police Department for organizational improvement of su-

pervisory coverage as well as election wages and the related benefit costs.  Contractual costs are also 

seeing increases for general inflationary costs expected with Solid Waste Collection.  The City’s Contin-

gency Costs includes a possible expenditure for a shared participation cost to include a contracted so-

cial worker to assist with the Police Department when necessary. Finally, Capital Improvements are in-
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Figure 1 
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creased due to increased equipment replacement costs and an increase in funding the Emerald Ash 

Borer eradication. 

 

Like in past years, Capital Improvements continue to include funding for the street programs (seal 

coating, mill and overlay and replacement), parks and trail improvements along with public works and 

police vehicles and equipment.  The annual funding of these expenditures allows the City to fund pur-

chases in the current and future years without issuing debt and incurring additional expenses for inter-

est.  

 

TAX LEVY 

The Preliminary Tax Levy to fund the Preliminary 

Budget is $6,034,373. This is an increase of 

$343,361 from 2021.  This increase stems from a 

$382,291 increase in the budget expenditures 

(Figure 1) and an offset of increased revenues of 

$38,930. Largely due to the increase of the funding 

for the School Resource Officer. The City has very 

few other revenue sources to draw from. 

 

The tax levy is distributed among the taxpayers 

based on the value of the properties.  In the City, the 

3 basic components of the tax base share a similar 

value of the total value. 

 

VALUES /TAX RATES 

Figure 2 reflects the portion of taxes paid by each 

property class. For example, every $100 of tax levy, 

residents pay $35, Commercial Property pays $30, 

Public Utility pays $34, and other pays $1. If values decrease in one component, the other compo-

nents will increase proportionately.  Since 2018 the shift of property taxes has moved from 38% Public 

Utility to 34%.  This 4% change has shifted to residential and commercial properties.   The values for 

2022 taxes are estimated to increase 10% for commercial property, 3.2% for residential and a 2.2% 

increase for Public Utility.  Using the property values, a tax rate is determined to be 51.2267 for 2022 

as compared to 50.8383 for 2021, less than a 1% increase.  This rate is applied against individual 

property values to determine the property tax. 
 

The following chart is 2022 Estimated taxes calculated for residential properties as compare to 2021 

taxes. 

C O N T I N U E D  
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Figure 2 
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TNT NOTICES - CORRECTIONS 

Due to their large percentage of the total taxable values, the City is very dependent on Xcel Energy 

values being both correct and timely. In May 2021, the Department of Revenue (DOR) provided their 

calculated values for the Xcel properties to Washington County to use for the 2022 property tax cal-

culations.  These are preliminary values.  In August, the preliminary values were negotiated by the 

DOR with Xcel Energy, and they decreased the initial estimate by $18,630,000 in market value.  This 

was an 8% downward adjustment in Xcel’s total preliminary values of $262,359,000, adjusting the 

Xcel property values to approximately the same value as the 2021 tax values.  

 

Due to the timing of these changes, Washington County will not change the value for the tax calcula-

tions used in the 2022 TNT notice.  This UNADJUSTED value changes the tax rate for calculating the 

local city portion of your 2022 taxes.  Based on the preliminary budget as of date, the tax rate the 

County will be using is 50.0818% while the actual rate due to the change in Xcel Values is 

51.2267%.  The TNT will reflect a 2.2% increase in taxes while the actual adjusted value is a 4.5% 

increase in your city property taxes. 

The following chart reflects what may be on your TNT notice (Column B) however the more accurate 

amount of your taxes is listed under Column C based on the preliminary budget. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The City will be holding its annual Truth in Taxation Public Hearing prior to any final adoption of the 

2022 Annual Budget.  This will be held at City Hall, December 14th, 2021 at 6:00 PM.  For additional 

budget information please check out www.cityofoakparkheights.com or call City Hall 651-439-4439. 

 

 

http://www.cityofoakparkheights.com
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EM ERAL D  AS H  BOR ER  (EAB) HA S  BEEN  
D I SCOV ER ED  I N  OA K  PAR K  HEI GH TS  

The City Arborist, Lisa Danielson 

recently discovered signs of the 

emerald ash borer (EAB) while 

performing a requested tree in-

spection on private property. 

The Minnesota Department of 

Agriculture (MDA) confirmed em-

erald ash borer presence in the 

City of Oak Park Heights on 

Monday, July 12, 2021. Some 

tell-tale signs of EAB infestation 

in ash trees are woodpecker 

holes, thinning canopies, and 

epicormic sprouts. The City of 

Oak Park Heights encourages 

residents to look for signs of the emerald ash borer (EAB).  

 

There are several things residents should look for when checking for emerald ash borer:  

• Be sure you’ve identified an ash tree. This is an important first step since EAB only feeds on ash 

trees. Ash have opposite branching – meaning branches come off the trunk directly across from 

each other. On older trees, the bark is in a tight, diamond shaped pattern. Younger trees have a 

relatively smooth bark.  

• Look for woodpecker damage. Woodpeckers like EAB larvae and woodpecker holes may indicate 

the presence of EAB.  

• Check for bark cracks. EAB larvae tunneling 

under the bark can cause the bark to split 

open, revealing the larval (S-shaped) tunnels 

underneath.  

 

Contact the City Arborist. If you feel your ash 

tree may be infested with EAB, please contact 

Lisa Danielson, City of Oak Park Heights Arbor-

ist, 651- 439-4439 or 

ldanielson@cityofoakparkheights.com Emerald 

ash borer larvae kill ash trees by tunneling un-

der the bark and feeding on the part of the tree 

that moves nutrients up and down the trunk. 

Ash trees in Minnesota are highly susceptible to 

the destruction caused by this invasive insect. 

The state has approximately one billion ash 

trees, the most of any state in the nation. The 

biggest risk of spreading EAB comes from peo-

ple unknowingly moving firewood or other ash 
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products harboring larvae. There are three easy 

steps residents can take to keep EAB from 

spreading:  

• Don’t transport firewood. Buy firewood local-

ly from approved vendors, and burn it where 

you buy it;  

• Be aware of the quarantine restrictions. Be 

aware of the restrictions on movement of 

products such as ash trees, wood chips, and 

firewood; and,  

• Watch your ash trees for infestation. If you 

think your ash tree is infested, go to https://

www.mda.state.mn.us/eab-info-

homeowners for resources on identifying 

EAB, how to hire tree care professionals, 

and insecticide options for protecting your 

ash tree. It is also recommended to avoid trimming ash trees during the Emerald Ash Borer flight 

season May 1st -September 30th. This means that EAB adult beetles are emerging form infest-

ed wood or trees and flying in search of new hosts during this time. The City has been preparing 

for the EAB arrival for several years and while there are limited steps to prevent community-wide 

infestations -the CIty has culled many ash trees on City properties and in the street boulevards. 

The City and expects to remove more in the next 24-36 months and would be replaced with a 

more diverse planting-type. For more information on emerald ash borer, go to 

www.mda.state.mn.us/eab visit the City website www.cityofoakparkheights.com or contact the 

City of Oak Park Heights, Arborist Lisa Danielson at 651-439-4439 

ldanielson@cityofoakparkheights.com.  
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W I N TER  PAR KI N G  R EMI N D ER  

Parking regulations are in effect November 1st through March 31st.  No parking is allowed on City 

streets during the hours of 1:00am and 6:00am.   

 

Winter parking restrictions are put in place in an effort 

to enable snow removal equipment the opportunity to 

do a top quality and efficient job in removing snow 

from city streets.  Please be aware that these parking 

restrictions are in place AND ENFORCED regardless of 

whether or not there has been recent snowfall.  Vehi-

cles left parking on the streets may be removed with-

out notice by the Oak Park Heights Police Depart-

ment.  Move off the streets for overnight parking for 

the winter to avoid citations and towing.  Please help 

us by obeying the winter parking restrictions.   
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GA R BAG E  A N D  R EC YCL I N G  CART  P L AC EM ENT  

On occasion, the City has noted trash and recycling containers have been placed into the street area/

driving lane. This can cause traffic disruptions and possibly dangerous swerving, and can cause prob-

lems for the street sweepers and snow plows.  

 

As a reminder, please make sure garbage and recycling containers are placed on your driveway or in 

the grassy area of the boulevard adjacent to your driveway instead of in the street.  

 

Here are some more tips for placement of garbage and recycling containers: 

 

• Place your carts at the curb Wednesday night or by 6:00 a.m. on Thursday. 

• The wheels on the carts should face the home. The front of each container has a metal bar that 

needs to face the street and be accessed by the garbage truck.  

• Containers should be approximately two feet apart and two feet away from mailboxes and vehicles 

to allow for the mechanical arm on the garbage truck to reach between the containers. 

• Place your carts on a level surface, and make sure nothing is between your carts and the street. 

 

Additionally, please retrieve your containers soon after collection. Empty containers are vulnerable to 

winds and could cause a hazard if knocked into the roadway. 

 

The City appreciates your help in this matter to keep our roadways as safe as possible. 

Newsletter  
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PAR KI N G  PA D S  & FI R EWOO D  STOR AG E  

Parking on the yard area is not permitted by City Ordinance.  Cars, trucks, trailers, boats, snowmobiles, 

water-skis, four-wheelers, motor homes and other similar items shall be parked in your garage or other 

accessory building, upon your driveway or an approved parking pad. All such vehicles on your driveway 

and parking pad shall be operational and display current registration. 

 

What is an approved Parking Pad? 

 

An approved Parking Pad is a parking pad 

that is hard surfaced constructed of as-

phalt, concrete, cobblestone, paving block 

or crushed rock that meets minimum Class 

5 material specifications and has at least a 

4-inch-deep base.   

Designated parking pads shall extend di-

rectly from the driveway, away from the 

house and may be located within the front, 

side or rear yard setback.  Parking pads 

must be set back at least 5 feet from rear 

yard property lines. 

 

There are Limitations to What You Can 

Place on a Parking Pad 

 

Your parking pad may be used for the placement of: 

 

• No more than a total of two (2) recreational vehicles (boats, snowmobiles, etc.) or pieces of equip-

ment (trailers, etc.), not including racing cars. 

• Registered and operable 

passenger vehicles. 

• No more than one (1) truck 

and/or trailer not to exceed 

a gross vehicle weight of 

12,000 pounds, except 

when loading, unloading or 

rendering a service. 

• Construction and landscap-

ing materials currently being 

used on the premises. 

 

Firewood Storage shall not be 

on a parking pad.  Firewood 

shall be neatly stacked and 

stored in the side yard or rear 

yard or residential premises. 
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R E G I O N S  H O S P I TA L  W I L L  B E  H O S T I N G  A  
F R E E  C A R  S E A T  C L I N I C   

A T  B A Y P O R T  F I R E  D E PA R T M E N T  
 

The proper use of car seats is one of the simplest and most effective methods 

available to protect the lives of young children in the event of a motor vehicle 

crash. Take the time to have your child’s car seat checked to save their life. 

 

Minnesota State law requires that children under age eight, unless they are 4-foot 

9 inches or taller, must be in an appropriate , federally approved child safety seat 

or booster seat. 

 

WHEN:  December 11, 2021 

  9am to noon 

 

WHERE: Bayport Fire Department 

  1021 5th Avenue North 

  Bayport, Minnesota 

 

 
A P P O I N T M E N T S  A R E  R E Q U I R E D  

   

Call 651-254-3564 or email carseatinfo@healthpartners.com  

to schedule your time.  

 

Additional safety precautions will be taken during this in-person appointment. You 

will receive instructions prior to attending the clinic. Masks may be required. 

 


