
 
 

 

City of Oak Park Heights 
 

Landscape Guidelines for Developers 
Tree Preservation/Protection 
 
If the property you are developing is over 1 acre in size and contains at least 5 significant trees – 8 inches in trunk diameter (deciduous) 
or 10 feet in height (evergreen) your project will fall under the City’s Tree Protection Ordinance (Chapter 1307 of the City Code).   

Tree Protection Ordinance 1307 requires:  (a) A tree protection plan; (b) An inventory of existing significant trees; and may require (c) 
Tree replacement for trees removed (either planted on site or cash in lieu of tree planting).  Trees included in the landscape plan will 
be used to offset any tree replacement requirement.  A copy of Ordinance 1307 can be obtained from the City of Oak Park Heights 
web page at www.cityofoakparkheights.com  
 

Landscape Plan 
 
Design:   

Landscape designs should be attractive and easy to maintain.  Planting spaces should be large enough so that trees and shrubs have 
enough rooting space to attain a healthy maturity.  Planting beds should be edged with professional grade black plastic edging, brick 
or metal.  Trees planted in sodded areas should be mulched with wood chips out several feet from the trunk and edging installed to 
keep mulch in place.  Planting beds may be mulched with landscape quality wood chips, shredded bark, or rock.   

Plant Species:   

Plants specified in the plan should be attractive, hardy to Zone 3 and tolerant or resistant to major insect and disease problems.  Plants 
native to Minnesota are preferred, though improved cultivars of native plants and proven cultivars of introduced species may also be 
used.  Where appropriate, trees, shrubs and perennials should be included in the landscape plan- either planted together in landscape 
beds or separately.  A “Plant Schedule” which lists the amount, common name, scientific (Latin) name and type of planting stock 
(container, B&B, etc.) must be included as part of the landscape plan (example attached). See OPH “Design Guidelines” for suggested 
plant species.  

 

Size and Type of Planting Stock:   

Minimum sizes for landscape plants for most sites are as follows: 

Shrubs:     18-24 in. tall, potted 
Ornamental Trees:   1.5 inches in diameter, B&B (Balled & Burlapped); 6-7 feet tall, potted.  
Shade Trees:   2.5 inches in diameter, B&B; 1.75 inches in diameter, potted. 
Evergreen Trees:  6-8 feet tall, B&B 
 
Boulevard Trees: (Those trees planted within the street right-of-way) must be shade (deciduous) trees, 2.5 in. diameter B&B, 

spaced 30-40 feet apart. If boulevard space is restricted, due to utilities (overhead or underground), 
ornamental trees, such as flowering crabs, could be planted, spaced 20 feet apart.  Evergreens are not 
allowed on the boulevard. 

 



 
 

 

Planting Specifications:   

Attached is a sample Landscape Plan, “Plant Schedule” and “Planting Detail” (accepted planting procedures for shade trees, evergreen 
trees, and shrubs).  Plants are to be installed according to these specifications.  The landscape plan and planting will not be approved 
unless these procedures are used.  A “Planting Detail” diagram for both trees and shrubs must be attached to any landscape plan 
which is submitted. Submitted landscape plans for projects that fall under the City’s Tree Protection Ordinance (Ord. 1307), must also 
include tree replacement calculations.   

Approvals & Inspections 
 
Site Plan Review:   

A meeting between City Staff and the Applicant to discuss plans which have been submitted.  The Applicant will receive initial feedback 
regarding the landscape plan at this meeting.  If applicable, tree protection/replacement issues will also be discussed. 

Plan Approval:   

This typically occurs after the Site Plan Review meeting.  The City Arborist will review the project and make recommendations as to 
changes and specifications.  The plan will receive final approval only after any suggested changes have been implemented and plans 
have been re-submitted for Parks Commission (if applicable), Planning Commission, and City Council approval. 

Inspections:  

Landscaping is inspected by the City Arborist just after installation and also near the end of the guarantee period (typically 1-year after 
installation).  Inspections may also occur at time of installation to ensure that planting specifications are being adhered to and that 
plant material is in good condition when planted. 

Final Acceptance of Installation and Landscape Plants: 

If specified planting procedures have been followed and plants are alive and in good condition at the end of the guarantee period, the 
City Arborist will sign off on the landscape portion of the project. 

 

Questions regarding landscape issues? 

          Contact: City Arborist Lisa Danielson @ 651.439.4439 

     Email: ldanielson@cityofoakparkheights.com 
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