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NEWSLETTER 

CITY  PURSUING OPPORTUNITY TO  
CONSIDER LOCAL OPTION  SALES 
TAX  FOR WATER I NFRASTRUCTURE 
I MPROVEMENTS 

The City is beginning the process 

of seeking authorization from the 

Minnesota Legislature to pursue a 

0.5% local option sales tax that 

would be dedicated to water 

infrastructure improvements. If the 

Legislature grants this authority, 

the proposed sales tax would then 

be subject to approval by City 

voters at a future election. No 

sales tax would be implemented 

without voter approval. 

 

The Cityõs water system faces a 

number of significant and ongoing needs. In past newsletters, the City has 

shared information regarding PFAS (per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances) 

within the water system, as well as other challenges related to aging 

infrastructure, regulatory compliance, and long-term system reliability. After 

reviewing available funding options, the City Council believes that a local 

option sales tax is an appropriate and responsible tool to help fund these 

water infrastructure improvements. 

 

Based on information provided by the University of Minnesota Extension 

Office, the City estimates that a 0.5% local option sales tax could generate 

approximately $41 million over a 20-year period. Research from the 

University of Minnesota Extension further indicates that an estimated 60 to 

80 percent of the revenue generated by a local option sales tax would be paid 

by individuals who live outside the City, such as visitors, commuters, and 

shoppers. This structure allows the cost of major infrastructure investments 

to be shared more broadly among those who use and benefit from the water 

system. 

 
C O N T I N U E D  O N  P A G E  3 . . . 
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WELL  H OUSE N O .  3 CONSTRUCTION UPDATE 

Project Moving Forward Ahead of Schedule 

 

We're excited to share a 

progress update on the 

construction of Oak Park 

Heights' new Well House 

No. 3. The project has 

b e e n  p r o g r e s s i n g 

smoothly and is currently 

ahead of schedule. 

 

What's Been Completed: 

 

¶ All underground 

piping has been 

installed 

¶ The masonry 

structure is 

complete, with 

concrete floors and 

walls in place 

¶ Roof trusses have 

been installed and 

the building will be 

roofed by the end of 

January 2026. 

 

Winter Pause and Spring Timeline: 

 

As temperatures drop, construction will pause for the winter months when the roof and attic space are 

finished. Work will resume around March 2026 when crews will return to complete the interior 

electrical and plumbing systems, paint the interior, and finish the well piping. 

 

Xcel Energy will provide a power connection to the building at no cost to the City, with transformer 

installation tentatively scheduled for April 15, 2026. By timing the power connection to avoid winter 

installation charges, we're saving the City approximately $6,000 to $8,000. 

 

Anticipated Completion: 

 

With approximately two months of interior work and three weeks of finishing work planned after power 

connection, we're projecting construction on the new well house to be completed in May 2026. Final 

site work, including the driveway and landscaping, will be completed in the spring of 2026. This new 

well will enhance our water system's reliability and capacity to serve our community. 
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WINTER  ICE  RINK  INFORMATION  

NEWSLETTER  

LOCAL OPTION  SALES TAX         é C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1 

The City of Oak Park Heights has three outdoor skating rinks at two parks. Brekke Park has a warming 

house during the winter. The warming house and all outdoor rinks are now open. Warming houses will 

remain open through the season unless otherwise posted. Ice usually starts melting towards the end 

of February, but the warming house will stay open as long as the ice quality is good enough to skate. 

 
Rink Hours 

¶ Monday to Friday: 3:00pm to 8:30pm. The warming house will be locked at 9:00pm.  

¶ Saturdays and Sundays: 9:00am ð 8:30pm.  

Brekke Park Hockey Rink, Pleasure Skating Rink 

Cover Park Pleasure Skating Rink 

At the January 13, 2026 City Council meeting, the City Council approved a resolution authorizing City 

staff to submit the required documentation to the Minnesota Legislature to request permission to 

pursue a local option sales tax. This step does not approve a sales tax, but instead allows the City to 

ask state lawmakers for the authority to place the question before voters. 

 

If legislative authorization is granted, the City will provide additional information to residents well in 

advance of any election. The City is committed to keeping residents informed and engaged throughout 

this process.  More information about the Cityõs pursuit of a local option sales tax will be shared in 

future City newsletters. 



The Oak Park Heights City Council has officially adopted the Fiscal Year 2026 Budget, following 

months of planning, workshops, and communityȤŉŸĦƨƚĲĬ discussions. This yearõs budget continues 

the cityõs commitment to strong financial stewardship, reliable public services, and thoughtful 

longȤƣĲƖůШƓũċŰŰŔŰŊЮ  Hereõs a friendly breakdown of what residents should know. 

 

̩ ШOur Core Priorities for 2026 

The 2026 budget is built around three major focus areas: 

 

1. Financial Responsibility 

¶ Maintaining disciplined budgeting practices 

¶ Continuing to fund previously approved projects 

¶ Actively pursuing state bonding and grant opportunities to reduce local tax burden 

 

2. Infrastructure Investments 

¶ Advancing the Well #3 Project 

¶ Continuing PFAS design work for Wells #1 and #2 

¶ Moving forward with Memorial Avenue design work 

These projects ensure our water system, streets, and public facilities remain safe, reliable, and ready 

for future growth. 

 

3. Supporting Residents and Staff 

¶ Updating the city website to improve access to information 

¶ Hiring an architect to evaluate the City Hall/Police Department front counter and workspace needs 

 

These improvements help us serve residents more efficiently and support the staff who keep the city 

running. 

 

For every dollar paid in property taxes:  
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A LOOK  AT  OAK  PARK  H EIGHTSõ 2026 BUDGET :  
I NVESTING IN  STABIL ITY ,  SAFETY,  AND  OUR 
FUTURE 



‌ ШGeneral Fund: Revenues & Expenditures 

The cityõs General Fundñour main operating fundñcontinues to grow steadily as service needs 

increase. 

 

General Fund Expenditures 

¶ 2026 expenditures: $8.28 million 

¶ Up from $7.83 million in 2025 

¶ Reflects rising costs in public safety, staffing, and essential operations 

 

General Fund Revenues 

¶ 2026 revenues: $8.28 million 

¶ Up from $7.83 million in 2025 

¶ Revenues and expenditures remain balanced, maintaining the cityõs strong financial position 

 

ѭ ШProperty Taxes: Whatõs Changing in 2026 

The 2026 budget includes a 5.93% levy increase, driven primarily by: 

¶ Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) tree removal 

¶ Rising health insurance costs 

¶ Employee wage adjustments to remain competitive and retain staff 

 

Even with these pressures, Oak Park Heights continues to maintain one of the regionõs most stable 

and predictable tax structures. 

 

ШLooking Ahead 

The 2026 budget positions Oak Park Heights for another year of stability and progress. With 

continued investment in infrastructure, responsible financial planning, and a focus on community 

needs, the city remains committed to delivering highȤƕƨċũŔƣǃШƚĲƖƻŔĦĲƚШƽőŔũĲШƓũċŰŰŔŰŊШŉŸƖШƣőĲШŉƨƣƨƖĲЮ 
 

 

For every dollar the City receives in property taxes:  
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H IR ING  A  TREE SERVICE/L ANDSCAPE COMPANY 
 

Contractors performing tree 

pruning, chemical treat-

ments, tree removals and 

stump grinding are required 

to have a current 2025 City 

of Oak Park Heights Tree 

Workerõs License as required 

by City Ordinance 1307.  

 

A current list of licensed tree 

workers can be obtained 

from City Hall. Please call for 

a list to be emailed to you, or 

stop by City Hall for a 

printout. 

WINTER  LANDSCAPING CHECKLIST 

 Prune dead, diseased, or 

unsafe branches. 

 

 Prune elm and oak trees. 

 

 Inspect your trees and 

shrubs for ice and snow 

damage. 

 

 Have hazardous or dead 

trees removed by a 

licensed tree worker. 
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OAK  WILT  
Oak wilt is a deadly disease that affects all spe-

cies of oaks (Quercus) found in Minnesota. It is 

caused by a non-native, invasive fun-

gus (Bretziella fagacearum, formerly Ceratocystis 

fagacearum). The fungus invades the water-

conducting vessels of oaks, eventually killing in-

fected trees.  

 

The safe months are the best months of the year 

to prune oak trees. Typically in Minnesota the 

safe months are November through March. De-

tails and updates can be found on the Minnesota 

Department of Natural Resources website: 

https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/treecare/forest_he

alth/oakwilt/index.html.  

RISK TREES 

Winter is a good time to look for structural 

problems in trees in your yard and near your 

home. When leaves are gone, it is a lot easier 

to see risk issues such as broken, hanging 

limbs, cracks in large branches and main 

trunk unions, and decay issues such as cavi-

ties (wildlife holes, openings in the trunk), or 

conks (shelf fungi) on the main trunk, on large 

branches, or at the base of the tree. If a large 

tree has died back from the top or has had 

signs of decline (small leaves, early fall colora-

tion, thin leaf canopy) in the past few years, it 

should be examined for decay and other risk 

factors. Being proactive about tree risk situa-

tions can prevent serious damage and injury.  

TREE QUESTIONS? 

If you have a problem with a tree or shrub, such as insects, diseases, site factors, or just want to have a 

plant identified, call Lisa Danielson, the City Arborist at 651-439-4439 or via email 

ldanielson@cityofoakparkheights.com.   

 

She can either answer your question over the phone or make an appointment for a site visit. This ser-

vice is free for residents of Oak Park Heights.  

https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/treecare/forest_health/oakwilt/index.html
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/treecare/forest_health/oakwilt/index.html
mailto:ldanielson@cityofoakparkheights.com
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Attention Pet Owners  
 

Leash law reminder 

All dogs and cats that are off the premises of the owner 

must be on a leash at all times and under control of the 

owner or another designated person.  If you do not have 

your dog or cat on a leash, you will be in violation of City 

Ordinance.   

 

Clean up after your pet 

Also, when you are out walking your pet, please remember 

to bring a plastic bag.  Pet owners are required by City Or-

dinance to clean up pet waste on public and private property.  Removal and proper disposal of pet 

waste helps keep our City clean and healthy.  

 

Pet licenses 

All dogs and cats in the City for more than 30 days are required to have a City Pet License. There is no 

charge for this service and it could save your pet from a trip to the animal shelter. Bring proof of your 

petõs rabies vaccination to City Hall to receive a pet license and tag. For more information, please call 

City Hall at 651-439-4439. City Ordinances can be viewed on the Cityõs website: 

www.cityofoakparkheights.com. 

RESERVE A  CITY  PARK  SHELTER 

Winter  2026 

Are you thinking about having a get-together, 

graduation party, or a family reunion? The 

Brekke, Cover, Valley View, and Autumn Hills 

Park shelter buildings can be reserved for your 

event Memorial Weekend through September 

30.  

 

All reservations require a refundable $150 

deposit to reserve the shelter.  Residents are not 

required to pay a fee to reserve any shelter. 

There is a $100 non-refundable rental fee for 

non-residents.  

 

Visit the Cityõs website to learn about the parks 

and to print the reservation form. Call or visit City 

Hall to check availability for your next event! 

ALL SHELTERS OAK PARK HEIGHTS RESIDENT NON-RESIDENT 

NON-REFUNDABLE RENTAL FEE NO FEE $100.00 

REFUNDABLE RENTAL DEPOSIT $150.00 $150.00 
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UPDATE ON  EMERALD ASH BORER (EAB)  

The City is diligently working on 

removing City owned ash trees on 

the City boulevard right-of-ways. 

Preparation for the next removal 

project is in progress.  

  

NOTE: THERE IS NOTHING YOU 

NEED TO DO TO HAVE A CITY 

OWNED BOULEVARD ASH TREE AT 

YOUR ADDRESS ON THE LIST FOR 

REMOVAL. THE CITY HAS AN 

INVENTORY OF THESE TREES. 

 

When a City boulevard tree is 

scheduled for removal at an 

address, you will be contacted with 

one or a combination of these 

communication methods from the 

City: you will receive a letter in the 

mail with details on the removal timeline, the City Arborist will make a site visit to meet with you to 

discuss the removal and/or the City Arborist will call and/or email you. Thank you for your patience 

relating to this ongoing project. 
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2026 AR B O R D AY  TR E E SE E D L I N G  G I V E AWAY  CO N T E S T 

Arbor Day and Arbor Month are 

a great way to get the 

community active outdoors and 

make a difference in the 

appearance of their property 

and City parks. This year Arbor 

Day is Friday, April 24, 2026, 

and the month of May is Arbor 

Month in the City of Oak Park 

Heights. During Arbor Month the 

benefits of tree care and the 

importance of tree plantings are 

expressed. An activity book will 

also be available on the City 

website with a variety of 

different activities to celebrate 

Arbor Day and Arbor Month!  

 

To celebrate Arbor Day this year, the City of Oak Park Heights will be giving away a limited number of 

Balsam Fir tree seedlings. The seedlings will be bareroot and range in height from 12-18 inches tall.  

 

To enter please fill out the form below completely and submit your entry at City Hall before Tuesday, 

April 21, 2026. Winners will be drawn randomly & contacted via phone and/or email between April 24 

and April 27, 2026. There is a limit of (1) one entry per household and you must be a City of Oak Park 

Heights resident to enter. 

2026 Arbor Day Tree Seedling Giveaway Entry Form 

 

Resident Name: ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number: ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

****Please return your entry form to City Hall by Tuesday, April 21, 2026 for your chance  

to receive a Balsam Fir tree seedling. Limit (1) one entry per household, and you  

must be a City of Oak Park Heights Resident**** 
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FOOD  SCRAPS PICKUP PROGRAM 

Ramsey and Washington counties are working together to bring residents a new way to recycle food 

scraps from home- the Food Scraps Pickup Program! Food scraps such as fruit and vegetable peels, 

eggshells and coffee grounds make up 20% of trash. Recycling food scraps helps turn them into soil 

rather than waste. Get started today by visiting FoodScrapsPickup.com or calling 651-661-9393 to 

sign up and order your free annual supply of food scrap bags. 



LOCAL BUSINESS AND  DEVELOPMENT  NEWS 
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Weõre excited to welcome a few new businesses that will soon be opening their doors in our 

community! These new additions bring more shopping, dining, and wellness options for residents and 

visitors alike.  

 

                        Coming Soon: 

 

BigBadGame Store: 5825 Krueger Lane N 

Daveõs Hot Chicken: 5910 Neal Avenue N 

The Vital Stretch: 13321 60th Street N 

 

We encourage residents to support these 

new businesses when they open and help 

give them a warm welcome to our city.  

 

If you are interested in learning about 

what is coming or happening in Oak Park 

Heights, call City Hall: 651-439-4439. 

 

 

SEASONAL PROPERTY AND  SAFETY REMINDERS 

Help Us Keep Fire Hydrants Accessible 

During the winter months, snow accumulation can 

quickly bury fire hydrants. If you have a hydrant 

near your home or business, please help by clearing 

snow and ice from around it after snowfalls. 

Firefighters rely on quick access to hydrants during 

emergencies, and even a few minutes of delay can 

make a critical difference. Clearing a three-foot area 

around the hydrant helps ensure it can be used 

when needed most.  

 
Winter Parking Regulations 

The Oak Park Heights Police Department would like to 

remind all residents that the winter parking restrictions 

are in effect until March 31, 2026. There is no on-street 

parking allowed from 1:00am until 6:00am from 

November 1 through March 31. If you leave your vehicle 

parked on the street during this time it could get ticketed 

and towed.  
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2026 UTIL ITY  USAGE RATES 

Water rates: 

A quarterly minimum charge of $51.59 for the first 15,000 gallons of water used per quarter.  

+ A rate of $4.43 per 1,000 gallons of water used above 15,000 gallons up to 50,000 gallons. 

+ A rate of $5.13 per 1,000 gallons of water used above 50,000 gallons up to 99,000 gallons. 

+ A rate of $6.35 per 1,000 gallons of water used above 99,000 gallons up to 200,000 gallons. 

+ A rate of $7.51 per 1,000 gallons of water used above 200,000 gallons. 

 

Sewer rates: 

A quarterly minimum charge of $89.61 for the first 15,000 gallons of water used per quarter. 

+ A rate of $6.47 per 1,000 gallons of water used above 15,000 gallons up to 50,000 gallons. 

+ A rate of $6.75 per 1,000 gallons of water used above 50,000 gallons. 

 

Stormwater rates: 

Residential: $4.59 per quarter per unit (up to four units). 

Vacant Land: $2.04 per unit per quarter. 

Developed Commercial, Industrial & High Density Residential: $33.66 per acre per quarter. 

Undeveloped Commercial, Industrial & High Density Residential: $5.10 per acre per quarter.  
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G IRL  SCOUTS CLEAN  STORM D RAINS TO  
PROTECT THE  ST .  CROIX  RIVER 

Girl Scout Troop 58314 

recently put environmental 

stewardship into action with 

a hands-on storm drain 

cleaning project in Oak Park 

Heights. The troop spent an 

evening learning about how 

stormwater flows through 

our community and how it 

ultimately reaches the St. 

Croix River. They then rolled 

up their sleeves to make a 

difference. 

 

The girls cleaned and 

stenciled storm drains along 

Upper 56th Street and Omar 

Avenue, removing debris 

that could otherwise wash 

into our waterways. Their 

efforts filled a large bag and 

a half of material for 

composting, plus an additional bag of trashñpreventing all of it from entering the storm water system. 

 

This project helped the scouts understand an important environmental 

connection: unlike sanitary sewers that carry wastewater to treatment 

plants, storm drains flow directly to our rivers and streams. Everything that 

enters a storm drainñleaves, trash, chemicals, and other pollutantsñends 

up in our natural waterways without any treatment. 

 

By cleaning these drains and 

marking them with 

educational stencils, Troop 

58314 not only removed 

existing debris but also 

raised awareness for all who 

pass by. Their work helps 

protect the water quality of 

the St. Croix River, a treasured natural resource for our 

community. 

 

Thank you to Girl Scout Troop 58314 for their dedication 

to environmental education and community service! 


