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N EWSLETTER   

PFAS UPDATE 

What is PFAS? 

Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) are a family of chemicals that are 

made and distributed by many companies around the world and are used in a 

variety of products and manufacturing processes. Eventually, these òforever 

chemicalsó reached groundwater aquifers and trace amounts have been 

detected in Oak Park Heights drinking water source. 

 
New Minnesota Department of Health Standards for PFOS and PFOA 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and Minnesota Department of 

Health (MDH) continue to study the health effects of PFAS and periodically 

update guidance levels. The MDH drinking water guidance values, based on 

daily consumption over a lifetime, for PFOS and PFOA are 2.3 and 0.0079 

parts per trillion, respectively. One part per trillion (ppt) denotes one part per 

1,000,000,000,000 (10 12) parts. This is equivalent to about thirty (30) 

seconds out of every million years or one drop in an Olympic size swimming 

pool that is 4,000 feet deep. 

 
How much PFAS is in Oak Park Heightsõ Drinking Water? 

On April 10, 2024, the EPA finalized the current Maximum Containment 
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Levels (MCLõs) for four (4) PFAS chemicals and set a hazard index formula for a combination of 

chemicals known as Gen X chemicals. The level of PFAS chemicals detected in Oak Park Heightsõ 

water is lower than the EPAõs enforceable MCLõs. However, Oak Park Heights is anticipating the MDH 

will issue a drinking water advisory regarding trace detections of PFOA at levels above .0079 ppt in 

both municipal wells. 

 
Actions we are taking 

Since PFAS levels in Oak Park Heightsõ water are lower than the EPAõs enforceable MCLõs, no action is 

required at this time. However, if detected PFAS levels in our source water ever exceed the EPAõs 

MCLõs, the City would be required to filter water through granular activated carbon filtration or ion 

exchange resin. The very roughly estimated cost for the City could be between $13 - $20 Million 

dollars for treatment facilities.  Given such costs, assistance from the Federal Government and State 

will be needed.  The City currently is seeking $500,000 in State funding to allow us to complete 

preliminary feasibility studies and preliminary design to determine the best approach to remove PFAS 

from our drinking water supply if/when we are required to do so.  

  

The City also opted into a nationwide class action lawsuit against Dupont and 3M, two among many 

companies that create and/or distribute PFAS chemicals. DuPont settled for $1,185,000,000 and 3M 

settled for $12,500,000,000  to be distributed among the nations qualified drinking water systems 

that opted in to the class action. Due to the presence of PFAS in our water supply, Oak Park Heights is 

qualified to receive settlement dollars, although the amount is not yet known. 

 
What can you do? 

The most effective methods of 

removing PFAS chemicals 

from water is filtering it. Filters 

containing activated carbon or 

reverse osmosis membranes 

have been shown to be 

effective at removing PFAS 

from water supplies. But 

remember, all water treatment 

un i t s  requ i re  regu la r 

maintenance to work properly. 

Water treatment units that are 

not properly maintained will 

lose effectiveness over time.  

 

V i s i t  t h e  M i n n e s o t a 

Department of Health PFAS 

and Home Treatment of Water 

website at health.state.mn.us/communities/environment/hazardous/topics/pfashometreat.html and 

the Cityõs website www.cityofoakparkheights.com for more detail and updates as we all work through 

this new regulation.  

https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/environment/hazardous/topics/pfashometreat.html
https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/environment/hazardous/topics/pfashometreat.html
http://www.cityofoakparkheights.com
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In 2023, the City of Oak Park Heights was 

awarded $8,115.63 from the Minnesota Twins 

Community Fund Fields for Kids Grant. This 

grant helped fund the replacement of the 

backstop fencing for both ballfields at Brekke 

Park. This was a matching grant so the City 

expended funds from the budgeted projects 

parks and trails improvement fund to cover the 

remainder of the project expenses. These 

expenses included the remainder of the cost for 

fencing replacement, additional infield 

aggregate, new bench seats for the player 

benches, black dirt and top soil.  

 

 

JOIN  THE  PARKS AND  TRAILS COMMISSION FOR 
A  RIBBON  CUTTING  FOR THE  PROJECT 
 

The Cityõs Parks and Trails Commission is hosting a ribbon cutting ceremony for the completion of 

the project. Please join us on Monday, May 20, 2024 at 5:00PM at Brekke Park, 5500 Omar Avenue. 

BREKKE  PARK  BALLFIELD  REHAB  PROJECT 







If you are working on home maintenance pro-

jects, please remember to check in with the 

Building Official to see if a work permit is 

needed, and, if you are hiring a contractor, to 

verify that they are property licensed. 

 

Remodeling, additions, roofing, siding, decks, 

sheds, porches, pergolas, fences, driveway 

replacement/alterations, water heaters, win-

dow replacements, and new heating and cool-

ing, plumbing and electrical alterations are 

some of the projects that require a work per-

mit.  

 

Building permit applications and information 

on a variety of projects are available at City 

Hall and can also be found on the City 

webpage at www.cityofoakparkheights.com. 

Contact us anytimeñwe are happy to hear 

from you! 

 

Julie Hultman, Building Official, 651-439-

4439, jhultman@cityofoakparkheights.com. 
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PARKING  PADS 

City Ordinance state that cars, trucks, trailers, boats, snowmobiles, water-skis, four-wheelers, motor 

homes and other similar items shall be parked in your garage or other accessory building, upon your 

driveway or an approved parking pad.  Parking on grass is prohibited. 

 

What is an approved Parking Pad? 

 

An approved Parking Pad is a parking pad that is 

hard surfaced constructed of asphalt, concrete, 

cobblestone, paving block or crushed rock that 

meets minimum Class 5 material specifications 

and has at least a 4 inch deep base.   

 

Designated parking pads shall extend directly 

from the driveway, away from the house and may 

be located within the front, side or rear yard set-

back.  Parking pads must be set back at least five 

feet from rear yard property lines. 



M I N N E S O TA  DNR SH A D E  T R E E PRO G R A M BO N D I N G  
GR A N T  A WA R D 

Newslet ter   

The City of Oak Park Heights was recently awarded the Shade Tree Program Bonding Grant from the 

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources in February 2024. This grant will provide Oak Park 

Heights with $94,228.25 for the City to use towards: 

 

¶ Costs of removal and stump grinding of 53 ash trees within City Boulevard Right-of-Ways and City 

Parks infested with EAB, ash trees with poor form, defects, risk factors, etc. 

¶ Costs of planting 57 trees-replacement trees will be selected to increase diversity in the Cityõs tree 

canopy to work toward the 20-10-5 guidelines. 

 
This grant award will provide the City of Oak Park Heights with additional funding to remove these 

hazardous trees, plant new and diverse tree species on City property and plan for the future of our 

Cityõs tree canopy. Careful consideration will be given as to which trees to remove, with the City 

electing to take down those that pose the greatest hazard to the public. This funding is only to be used 

towards removal and replacement of City owned ash trees on City owned property and City boulevard 

right-of-ways.  

 

The work to be done through funding of this grant must be completed December 2027. Residents with 

an Ash tree to be removed on the City Boulevard Right-of-Way at their address will be notified by the 

City Arborist prior to the tree or trees being removed. Residents with a tree being replaced will also be 

notified by the City Arborist prior to the plantingΦ 
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Street Sweeping 

City wide street sweeping began on Tuesday, April 

24, 2024. St. Croix Sweeping started sweeping 

the Brekke Heights neighborhood as it is the 

neighborhood with the most tree cover and 

dropped debris. Sweeping will continue until all 

City streets are swept and satisfactorily clean of 

debris. 

 

 

Swager Park Fence Replacement 

The fence at Swager Park will be replaced beginning April 29, 2024. The fence at Swager Park is in 

disrepair and needs to be replaced. Below are two quotes to remove & dispose of the existing fence 

and replace the existing shadowbox fence with a new six-foot-tall cedar picket privacy fence along the 

south property line of Swager Park and abutting the rear yard of seven (7) homes along 57th Street N.  

 

Mauer Company, LLC: $39,650   

Midwest Fence: $58,601 

 

Mauer Fence provided the lowest quote and 

proposes to replace the fence with cedar toned 

posts and rails (Facing the north or Swager side 

of the fence) and high quality Cedar pickets 

facing the residential side. At their March 18, 

2024 meeting, the Parks and Trails Commission 

recommended the City accept Mauerõs proposal 

for $39,650. The City Council approved the 

project at their March 26, 2024 meeting. 

 

 

Well 2 Maintenance 

City wells require daily inspection and maintenance, but every seven (7) years, the City hires a well 

drilling company to perform what is commonly referred to as rehabilitation maintenance. Well 2 

rehabilitation maintenance was performed in January-February 2024 by Keyõs Well Drilling which 

included pulling the well motor, piping and submersible pump out of the ~ 300õ deep well for 

inspection and repair. 

 

Keyõs removed approximately 26 CY of sand from the bottom of the well and replaced or repaired 

several well components including bearings, nuts and bolts, pipe segments, and the packing gland 

between the motor and the pump shaft. City public works staff replaced an 8ó failed flow meter, rebuilt 

the 8ó backflow prevention valve and replaced a pre-lube solenoid valve and associated piping. The 

well was hyper chlorinated, flushed and passed two bacteria tests before starting the process to bring 

the well back on line. Finally, the flow meter and water level drawdown transducer were recalibrated to 

the SCADA system and the well was placed back on line. This work was budgeted and paid for using 
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funds from the water enterprise fund (From water usage bills)  with the final project cost just under 

$76,000.  
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Seal Coating 

The City strives to keep up with street maintenance in accordance to recommended schedules. The 

northern section of the City near the Washington County Government center (Area D) and portions of 

the north frontage road and Nova Scotia Ave will be chip sealed this summer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The City will contract with Pearson 

Brothers for a chip seal coat and will 

award a contract to A+ Seal Coating 

to repaint traffic control lines using 

two coats of paint. Residents who 

live in the area will receive notice 

when the work is scheduled. 

 

If you have any questions about City 

projects, please contact City Hall at 

651-439-4439. 

Newslet ter   Page 9 

Seal Coating Quote  Traffic Line Painting Quote 

Pearson Brothers $75,145.00   A+ Seal Coating (2 coats) $7,250.00  

Allied $76,397.60   Fahrner $6,975.00  

Fahrner $77,681.00   Sir Lines-A-Lot $10,302.00  
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Just a reminder, no person shall own or keep 

any dog or cat of more than six (6) months of 

age without first securing a license from the 

City. Licenses are issued by the Cityõs Police 

Department FREE of charge.  

 

To obtain a license, you must bring a copy of 

the rabies vaccination certificate for each 

animal you are licensing. The Police 

Department will ask you for the ownerõs name, 

address, and phone numbers, and the petõs 

name, sex, breed, age, color, and markings. 

 

The terms of a license shall run concurrently 

with a dogõs or catõs rabies vaccination 

schedule. Specifically, a dog or cat license expires (and must be renewed) when a new rabies 

vaccination is needed. 

 

Dog or cat licenses are not required for dogs or cats that are kept in the City for thirty (30) days or 

fewer. Such dogs or cats shall be known as òvisiting dogsó or òvisiting cats.ó Visiting dogs or cats 

must be kept in an enclosure or on a leash at all times.  



A R B O R D AY  FU N ! 
Arbor Day is recognized in all 50 states as well as in many other 

countries. During Arbor Month the benefits of tree care and the 

importance of tree plantings are expressed. Arbor Day and Arbor 

Month are a great way to get the community active outdoors and 

make a difference in the appearance of their property and City 

parks. This year Arbor Day was proclaimed Friday, April 26, 2024 

and the month of May as Arbor Month in the City of Oak Park 

Heights. An activity book is available on the City website with a 

variety of different activities to celebrate Arbor Day and Arbor 

Month! 
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H C L U M S H A D E D M N E L T Q F V H 

Z J Y Q F A M I L Y A E O F O R E S T S 

L U X H L W D B T P B G V Y A E P H B S 

M P T I A D L I L A R A X E P E G I A J 

S I O C Z B N E G X A B Q S R S W G N X 

K S N D L U I I Z E N G J G I G X G I E 

R U W N M Q N T O M C N N U L U R P Q D 

A S T M E K W M A J H I S G K M L E C I 

P J O C G S E T F T L R P X T A W E E F 

V C E O N D O U K D H E R L N K A O F N 

U O A N K P I T E G M T U T E D B R E L 

K X J S N U Q E A U H A C X M E A D L E 

N U F E U L S R E T A W E T N C R B M V 

Q C F R R A R B O R D A Y S O I K F G O 

I B L V T A I J H C R I B U R D A A N H 

X W N E T W I G H Z Z J M C I U A E I S 

E Y H C I T Y U S T O O R G V O E L R T 

A R B O R M O N T H D E X J N U S A P Z 

F T P P M A N S E L D E E N E S B X S T 

E T Q N U S B M I L N I R O N W O O D F 

APRIL 

ARBORDAY 

ARBORMONTH 

BARK 

BIRCH 

BRANCH 

CITY 

COMMUNITY 

CONSERVE 

DECIDUOUS 

DIG 

ELM 

ENVIRONMENT 

EVERGREEN 

FAMILY 

FORESTS 

FUN 

GINGKO 

HABITAT 

IRONWOOD 

LEAF LIMB MAPLE MINNESOTA MULCH NEEDLES 

OAK PARKS PINE PLANT ROOTS SEEDLING 

SHADE SHOVEL SOIL SPRING SPRUCE SUN 

TREES TRUNK TWIG WATER WATERINGBAG  



H IR ING  A  TREE SERVICE/L ANDSCAPE COMPANY 

When hiring a tree service 

and/or landscape company 

for tree pruning, chemical 

treatments, tree removals 

and stump grinding, 

contractors must have a 

current 2024 City of Oak Park 

Heights Tree Workerõs 

License. This is a requirement 

under Oak Park Heights City 

Ordinance 1307.  

 

A list of licensed tree workers 

can be obtained from City 

Hall.  

Complete any pruning before new growth starts 

 

Fertilize your lawn and apply crabgrass pre-emergent 

 

Cut back ornamental grasses to new shoots 

 

Spread a two inch layer of mulch in planting beds to preserve 

moisture and maintain an attractive appearance  

 

Have hazardous branches or dead trees removed by a li-

censed tree worker  

Plant summer annuals & vegetables 

QU E S T I O N S? 

SP R I N G L A N D S C A P I N G CH E C K L I S T 

If you have a problem with a tree or shrub, 

such as insects, diseases, site factors, or 

just want to have a plant identified, contact 

Lisa Danielson, the City Arborist via email 

ldanielson@cityofoakparkheights.com or by 

phone at 651-439-4439. She can either 

answer your question over the phone or 

make an appointment for a site visit. This 

service is free for residents of Oak Park 

Heights.  
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