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CITY OF OAK PARK HEIGHTS

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2019
CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
I. Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance/Approval of Agenda: Mayor McComber called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  Present: Councilmembers Dougherty, Johnson, Liljegren and Runk.  Staff present: City Administrator Johnson, Finance Director Caruso, City Clerk Pinski, City Attorney Kevin Sandstrom, City Planner Richards, and City Engineer Mann.  Absent: None.
Mayor McComber added “Amend February 25, 2020 City Council Meeting Date or Time” to New Business as Item J.
Councilmember Dougherty, seconded by Councilmember Johnson, moved to approve the Agenda as amended. Carried 5-0.
II. Council/Staff Reports: 
A. Mayor McComber: She reported she attended the visitation for Randy Kopesky of Lakeland Shores, the regional meeting in Minnetonka, a conference call with the Center for Energy and Environment, the bonding tour with the House Capital Investment Committee, and the NLC Conference in San Antonio. She also reported she received an invitation to the White House for women mayors, she would be attending the League of Minnesota Cities Board of Directors meeting, there was a luncheon at the Oak Park Heights correctional facility and a reception at the Humphrey Institute for innovation awards. She said the Stillwater correctional facility holiday open house was coming up. She said she would be attending the corrections advisory committee meeting in two weeks, the Regional Council of Mayors meeting the following week, and a meeting with Warden Titus about the strategic plan at the correctional facilities. 
B. Councilmember Dougherty: No report.
C. Councilmember Johnson: She reported that the Parks and Trails Commission was conducting interviews for the vacancy, she attended a meeting about the Brown’s Creek Watershed District rule revisions, and she met with a local boy scouts troop to talk about local government. 
D. Councilmember Liljegren: He reported he attended the Joint Airport Zoning Board, and there would be a public hearing on the draft airport zoning ordinance on January 23 at Oakland Junior High at 5:00 p.m. He also reported the Planning Commission meeting for December was cancelled.
E. Councilmember Runk: He reported he attended the Brown’s Creek Watershed District rules discussion forum, and he would be attending the CVB meeting and the Middle St. Croix Watershed District meeting that week.
F. Staff: City Clerk Pinski reported that Gerald and Diane Koenig of 14893 57th Street North were chosen as the recycling award winners.
III. Visitors/Public Comment: 
A. Presentation of Plaque to Stillwater Bike Team: Councilmember Runk presented a 2019 championship plaque to the Stillwater Bike Team.
IV.
Consent Agenda: 
A. Approve Bills & Investments
B. Approve City Council Minutes – November 12, 2019
C. Adopt Resolution for 2020 Liquor, Tobacco, and Amusement License Renewals
D. Approve 2020 Tax Cab Licenses for F.D.S. Enterprises dba A. Taxi 
E. Approve Resolution for Certification of Delinquent Taxes 
F. Approve Resolution Designating 2020 Checking and Bank Depositories 
G. Approve 2020 Area Charge for Connection to Water, Sewer and Storm Sewer

H. Approve Letter of Understanding for the Animal Humane Society – 2020

I. Approve Home Occupation Permit Renewals for 2020

J. Approve 2020 Engineer Rates

Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Roll call vote taken.  Carried 5-0.  

V. Public Hearings: 
A. Truth in Taxation Hearing – 2020 Budget Presentation: Finance Director Caruso provided a presentation on the 2020 expenditure budget, revenue budget, tax levy, and tax impacts. She reported a 2020 budget of $5,803,520 and a tax levy of $5,263,194. Mayor McComber opened the public hearing. No comments.
Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to close the Public Hearing. Carried 5-0.

VI. Old Business: 

A. 2020 Street Improvements – Approve Plans and Specifications and Authorize Bidding: City Engineer Mann reported that staff was proposing a mill and overlay on areas 5, 6, and 8, and a reclaim on Oakgreen Avenue versus a full reconstruct. 
Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Johnson, moved to approve the plans and specifications and authorize advertisement for bids. Carried 5-0.

B. Consider Ordinance 1206 – Penalties for Unlawful Sale of Alcohol: Councilmember Liljegren, seconded by Councilmember Johnson, moved to approve the Ordinance. Carried 5-0.
VII.
New Business: 
A. Resolution Approving the 2020 Budget: Councilmember Johnson, seconded by Councilmember Dougherty moved to approve the Resolution. Roll call vote taken. Carried 5-0.
B. Resolution Approving the 2020 Tax Levy: Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to approve the Resolution. Roll call vote taken. Carried 5-0.
C. 2020 Water and Sewer Rate Study and Review of Storm Water Rates: Finance Director Caruso reported that staff recommended a water rate increase of $0.15 per 1,000 gallons. She said the state water connection fee was being increased as well. She said staff was recommending no change in sewer rates and an increase in storm water fees of $0.50 per tier level due to the studies for state-mandated MS4.

Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Dougherty, moved to approve Resolution A-2 for the water rate increase. Roll call vote taken. Carried 5-0.

Councilmember Dougherty, seconded by Councilmember Runk, moved to approve the Resolution for storm water rates. Roll call vote taken. Carried 5-0. 
D. Adopt Amended CC102 Master Fee Schedule: City Clerk Pinski reviewed the changes in the fees for 2020. 
Councilmember Liljegren, seconded by Councilmember Runk, moved to approve the amended fee schedule. Roll call vote taken. Carried 5-0.
E. Consider Legislative Services Agreement – Lockridge Grindal Nauen PLLP: City Administrator Johnson reported that staff was recommending an extension of the agreement through 2020.
Councilmember Johnson, seconded by Councilmember Runk, moved to approve the agreement. Carried 5-0.

F. Appropriation of City Resources for Medical Responses: City Administrator Johnson reported that the goal of a proposed policy was to bring clarity on what the City was asking the contractor to respond to. Councilmember Runk reported that the discussion was initiated by him because there was talk about fire department burnout and full-time status. He said he had noticed that the fire department was not actually needed at many of the calls that they responded to. Mayor McComber suggested tabling this item and have a worksession at the end of January.
Councilmember Dougherty, seconded by Councilmember Johnson, moved to table to the second meeting in January. Carried 5-0.
G. 5627 Perkins Ave – Site Conditions/Actions: City Attorney Sandstrom informed the City Council that if they wanted to proceed with court action, the Council would need to take action authorizing that. Mayor McComber said it appeared from the Building Official’s memo that the homeowner had been taking steps to comply. Sandstrom said that the City had given a lot of leeway and this was a matter of public safety.
Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Dougherty, moved to authorize City staff and the City Attorney to proceed with a court action against the property owners to enforce the terms of Resolution 19-01-06. Carried 5-0.
H. 2020 Council Appointments: Mayor McComber reported that the CVB liaison and alternate from 2019 were flipping positions, and all other appointments were remaining the same. 
Councilmember Liljegren, seconded by Councilmember Johnson, moved to approve the council appointments for 2020. Carried 5-0.
I. Consider a Joint City Council Meeting: Mayor McComber suggested it would be nice to get together with the City of Bayport City Council to discuss regional issues such as a possible Andersen Corporation expansion and the King Plant closure. 
Councilmember Liljegren, seconded by Councilmember Johnson, moved to direct staff to send a letter to Bayport to coordinate a date for a worksession. Carried 5-0.

J. Amend February 25, 2020 City Council Meeting Date or Time: Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Johnson, moved to change the February 25, 2020 City Council meeting from 6:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. Carried 5-0.
VIII. Other Council Items or Announcements: None
IX. Closed Session 
City Attorney Sandstrom reported that the City Council would go into a closed session pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 13d.05 for the following items of discussion: 
A. Labor Discussions

B. Discussion on Land Acquisition for Backage Road Project: described as the far end of the parking lot of the retail development containing Kohl’s, Michaels, T.J. Maxx, and Pier 1.  
C. Discussion on Offer to Purchase City Owned Real Property on Stagecoach Trail: 5416 Stagecoach Trail North listed for sale with TELUS properties in which an offer was received.

Councilmember Liljegren, seconded by Councilmember Johnson, moved to go into closed session at 7:01 p.m. Carried 5-0.

Mayor McComber recalled the open meeting at 7:39 p.m. City Attorney Sandstrom reported that on item A of the closed session, the City Council provided input and direction; on item B of the closed session, the City Council received feedback from staff and provided input; and on item C of the closed session, the City Council received an update from staff and provided input. No formal motions were made in closed session. 
X. Adjourn: Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to adjourn at 7:40 p.m.  Carried 5-0.
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Approved as to Content and Form,

Jennifer Pinski




Mary McComber
City Clerk




Mayor

