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CITY OF OAK PARK HEIGHTS

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2019
CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
I. Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance/Approval of Agenda: Mayor McComber called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m.  Present: Councilmembers Dougherty, Johnson, Liljegren and Runk.  Staff present: City Administrator Johnson, City Clerk Pinski, Attorney Tom Loonan, City Planner Richards, and City Engineer Mann.  Absent: None.
Mayor McComber moved New Business Item I to Consent Agenda as Item F. Councilmember Dougherty, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to approve the Agenda as amended. Carried 5-0.
II. Council/Staff Reports: 
A. Mayor McComber: She reported she attended the LMC Board of Directors Retreat in Duluth and the LMC Improving Local Economies Policy Committee meeting the previous week. She also reminded residents of Fall Clean-up Day set for September 28 from 7:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. at the Andersen Corporation parking lot.
B. Councilmember Dougherty: No report.
C. Councilmember Johnson: She reported she attended the LMC Improving Service Delivery Policy Committee meeting the previous week, and she had a conference call scheduled the following day for the Energy, Environment, and Natural Resources subcommittee through the National League of Cities.
D. Councilmember Liljegren: He reported the Planning Commission met on September 12 and had two public hearings, and both items were on the City Council agenda that evening. He said the next Planning Commission meeting was set for October 10.
E. Councilmember Runk: He reported the Middle St. Croix Watershed Management Organization met on September 12 and reviewed the progress from the last year.
F. Staff: City Clerk Pinski reported that Simon Johnson at 5725 Oakgreen Avenue North was chosen as the recycling award winner.
III. Visitors/Public Comment: 
IV.
Consent Agenda: 
A. Approve Bills & Investments
B. Approve City Council Worksession Notes – September 10, 2019

C. Approve City Council Minutes – September 10, 2019
D. Approve Resolutions for the Closure of the Revolving Capital Fund and City Hall Improvement Fund with the Related Transfer of Funds
E. Approve Renewal & Upgrade of Police Cell Phone Forensic Software
F. Approve Funds for House Bonding Tour

Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Johnson, moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Roll call vote taken.  Carried 5-0.  

V. Public Hearings: 
A. Public Hearing for Increase in On-Sale Liquor, On-Sale 3.2, Off-Sale 3.2, and Wine License Fees for 2020: City Clerk Pinski recommended the following annual fees effective January 1, 2020 to reflect the two-year Implicit Price Deflator: on-sale intoxicating liquor license fee $3,638, on-sale 3.2 license fee $184, off-sale 3.2 license fee $63, and wine license fee $748. Mayor McComber opened the Public Hearing. No public comments were made.
Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to close the Public Hearing. Carried 5-0.

Councilmember Liljegren, seconded by Councilmember Runk, moved to approve the license fees. Carried 5-0.
VI. Old Business: None
VII.
New Business: 
A. Accept Resignation and Recognize Contributions of Parks and Trails Commissioner Aaron Bye and Authorize Advertisement of Vacancy on the Commission: Councilmember Johnson, seconded by Councilmember Dougherty, moved to approve a Resolution recognizing Aaron Bye. Roll call vote taken. Carried 5-0.
B. Conditional Use Permit – Minnehaha Transportation – Outdoor Truck Storage and Repair – 5280-5288 Stagecoach Trail: City Planner Richards reviewed his planning report. Mayor McComber requested a condition be added for review by the Fire Department and Police Department due to fuel storage. Pat Aylward from RE/MAX Results was present on behalf of the applicant. He requested the City Council consider amending the hours of operation. 

Councilmember Johnson, seconded by Councilmember Dougherty, moved to approve the Resolution amending the weekday hours of operation to be from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. and adding a condition regarding review by the Police and Fire Departments. Roll call vote taken. Carried 5-0.

C. Conditional Use Permit – Boo Boo’s Garage – Auto Sales, Minor Auto Repair and Outdoor Storage – 5899 Nova Scotia Ave: City Planner Richards reviewed his planning report. 

Councilmember Liljegren, seconded by Councilmember Dougherty, moved to approve the Resolution. Roll call vote taken. Carried 5-0.
D. Consider Road Improvements Projects for 2020: City Administrator Johnson reported that areas 5, 6, and 8 were scheduled for mill and overlay in 2020, however a geotechnical investigation on Oakgreen Avenue was needed to determine if a mill and overlay was the appropriate corrective action, or if it needed a full reconstruction. 

Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Johnson, moved to authorize staff to enter into the proposal for engineering services for 2020 for areas 5, 6 and 8 which included site investigations for Oakgreen Avenue to determine if a mill and overlay was appropriate. Carried 5-0.
Councilmember Dougherty, seconded by Councilmember Johnson, moved to authorize staff to execute a cooperative agreement for the area of Oakgreen Avenue that also lies in Baytown Township. Carried 5-0.

E. Consider Communication to the MET Council – Related to the City’s Comprehensive Plan Process and Requirements: City Planner Richards reported that a letter was drafted by the Planning Commission to be signed by the Planning Commission Chair. Mayor McComber said the mayor should also sign the letter, and the points should be bolded or bulleted to draw attention. Richards suggested the letter be sent after the final submission of the Comprehensive Plan. Planning Commission member Jim Kremer was present at the meeting and said he thought the letter should be sent immediately and shared with other small cities.
Councilmember Liljegren, seconded by Councilmember Runk, moved to authorize sending the letter signed by the Chair and the Mayor. Carried 5-0.

Councilmember Dougherty, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to have the letter sent immediately and provide copies to the Governor and Met Council Chair Slawik. Carried 5-0.
F. Consider Establishment of NO PARKING ZONE – CSAH 21 – Stagecoach Trail: Mayor McComber suggested the zone be only in front of the truck repair shop property line and not extend in front of the adjacent properties. The Council was agreeable.
Councilmember Liljegren, seconded by Councilmember Runk, moved to approve the Resolution with a change on the length of the zone. Roll call vote taken. Carried 5-0.
G. Adopt Resolution Approving 2020 Proposed Budget and Proposed Tax Levies: Finance Director Caruso provided a presentation. She reported that there was a 0.05 percent increase in budget expenditures for 2020 and a 3.4 percent increase in property tax revenue. She said she was proposing a $5,263,194 2020 levy and a $5,803,520 budget. She reviewed the tax impacts.
Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to approve the Resolution. Roll call vote taken. Carried 3-2, Johnson and McComber opposed. 

Councilmember Runk requested the two opposed provide an explanation on why. Mayor McComber said she was not comfortable reducing transfers to the mill and overlay budget. Councilmember Johnson said the same.

H. Schedule Public Comment/Hearing Meeting for Truth in Taxation: Councilmember Dougherty, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to set the Truth in Taxation for December 10, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. Carried 5-0.
I. MOVED TO CONSENT AGENDA
VIII. Other Council Items or Announcements: None
IX. Adjourn: Councilmember Liljegren, seconded by Councilmember Johnson, moved to adjourn at 6:55 p.m.  Carried 5-0.
Respectfully submitted,


Approved as to Content and Form,

Jennifer Pinski




Mary McComber
City Clerk




Mayor

