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CITY OF OAK PARK HEIGHTS

TUESDAY, AUGUST 27, 2019
CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
I. Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance/Approval of Agenda: Mayor McComber called the meeting to order at 6:15 p.m.  Present: Councilmembers Dougherty, Johnson, and Runk.  Staff present: City Administrator Johnson, City Clerk Pinski, City Attorney Sandstrom, Police Chief DeRosier, City Planner Richards, and City Engineer Mann.  Absent: Councilmember Liljegren.
Mayor McComber added “Newgate Pond – Maintenance Option – Aerator” to New Business as Item C. and “Washington County Historical Society” to the Visitors/Public Comment section of the Agenda.

Councilmember Dougherty, seconded by Councilmember Johnson, moved to approve the Agenda as amended. Carried 4-0.
II. Council/Staff Reports: 
A. Mayor McComber: She reported the previous week she attended the Metro Cities transportation meeting, the Center of Energy and Environment interviews regarding the King Plant closure, the LMC Board of Directors meeting, the LMC Improving Local Economies committee meeting, the Minnesota Mayors Association committee meeting where there was a presentation on the Census 2020, and the 60th anniversary party at Autumn Hills Park. She said the following week she would be attending another Metro Cities meeting, an NLC conference call, and the Joint Airport Zoning Board meeting. She also reminded residents of Fall Clean up on Saturday, September 28 from 7:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

B. Councilmember Dougherty: No report.
C. Councilmember Johnson: She reported she attended the interviews regarding the Xcel King Plant closure, the LMC Improving Service Delivery committee meeting, and the Parks Commission meeting.
D. Councilmember Liljegren: Absent
E. Councilmember Runk: He reported he attended the CVB meeting and the Middle St. Croix Watershed Management Organization meeting.
F. Staff: City Clerk Pinski reported that Joe & Jeanne Tongson of 5795 Newberry Avenue North and William Isaacson of 5812 Nutmeg Court North were chosen as the recycling award winners for August. 
III. Visitors/Public Comment: 
A. Washington County Historical Society: Presentation by Executive Director Brent Peterson and Treasurer Tom Simonet on new Heritage Center concept. Peterson said they were seeking financial support through donations.
IV.
Consent Agenda: 
A. Approve Bills & Investments
B. Approve City Council Worksession Notes – July 23, 2019

C. Approve City Council Minutes – July 23, 2019
D. Approve Kern Lift Station Pump Replacement 
E. Appoint Kari Zegarski to Accountant II Position

F. Approve Proclamation Naming September 17 through September 23, 2019 as “Constitution Week”

G. Accept Alcohol Compliance Sanction from Golden Crown Restaurant
Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Dougherty, moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Roll call vote taken.  Carried 4-0.  

V. Public Hearings: 
A. Hearings to Show Cause for Alcohol Compliance Violations – Applebee’s, Stillwater Bowl and Lounge, and Walmart Supercenter: Mayor McComber opened the Public Hearing. 
Katy Sienco - Market President, Chris Johnson - Area Director, and Joe Jensen - General Manager from Applebee’s were present at the meeting. Sienco said they have changed their policy and terminated the employee after the violation. She said they were not contesting the violation; however, they requested a modification of the sanction.

Mayor McComber, seconded by Councilmember Johnson, moved to impose on Applebee’s the $500 fine and three consecutive days suspension of license within 60 days with the dates to be at the restaurant’s discretion with notification to the Chief of Police. Carried 3-0-1, Councilmember Dougherty abstained.   
No public comments regarding Stillwater Bowl and Lounge. Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Johnson, moved to impose sanction of $500 fine on Stillwater Bowl and Lounge. Carried 3-0-1, Councilmember Dougherty abstained.
Peter Coyle – an attorney on behalf of Walmart and Greg Roeller – Store Manager were present at the meeting. Attorney Coyle reported that the employee was terminated and requested that the store be allowed to choose the suspension dates. Roeller reported that the store was working on a policy change after the violation. 
Mayor McComber, seconded by Councilmember Johnson, moved to impose sanction on Walmart of fine and suspension on consecutive days Monday through Friday sometime within the next 60 days and with notification of dates to the Chief of Police. Carried 3-0-1, Councilmember Dougherty abstained.
Councilmember Johnson, seconded by Councilmember Dougherty, moved to close the Public Hearing. Carried 4-0.

B. Consider Issuance of a License to Allow Cigar Sales at Keep It Growing, LLC: Mayor McComber opened the Public Hearing. Applicant Brian Goblirsch was present at the meeting. 
Councilmember Dougherty, seconded by Councilmember Runk, moved to approve the license. Carried 4-0.
Councilmember Johnson, seconded by Councilmember Dougherty, moved to close the Public Hearing. Carried 4-0.
VI. Old Business: 
A. Consider Concurrent Detachment and Annexation – MOU with the City of Stillwater: Councilmember Dougherty, seconded by Councilmember Runk, moved to approve the Resolution. Roll call vote taken. Carried 4-0.
B. Appoint Jim Kremer to Joint Airport Zoning Board (JAZB) as the City’s Alternate Member: Councilmember Dougherty, seconded by Councilmember Johnson, moved to appoint Jim Kremer to the board. Carried 4-0.
VII.
New Business: 
A. Consider Policy for Council Travel, Conferences and School: Councilmember Runk had provided a draft of a proposed policy for council travel and Mayor McComber had a packet of sample policies. She requested staff review and draft a proposed policy for Council.

Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Dougherty, moved to set a worksession for October to discuss. Carried 4-0. 
B. Consider Funding Request from Chamber of Commerce – Government Day Sponsorship: Councilmember Johnson, seconded by Councilmember Runk, moved to send a response to the Executive Director of the Chamber that the City was not interested. Carried 4-0.
C. Newgate Pond – Maintenance Option - Aerator: City Administrator Johnson reported that there have been some issues with algae in the Newgate pond, and the City’s pond consultant, Lake Management, Inc., had proposed an aerator system with a cost of $1,140 plus $399 per year for maintenance which could come from the City’s stormwater utility fund. He said the system did need power which could be a significant expense, but the City could ask a neighbor to plug it in to try it out. 
Councilmember Johnson, seconded by Councilmember Runk, moved to move forward with the purchase and installation. Carried 4-0.

VIII. Other Council Items or Announcements: None
IX. Adjourn: Councilmember Johnson, seconded by Councilmember Runk, moved to adjourn at 7:09 p.m.  Carried 4-0.
Respectfully submitted,
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