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CITY OF OAK PARK HEIGHTS

TUESDAY, JULY 28, 2020
CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
I. Call to Order/Approval of Agenda: Mayor McComber called the meeting to order at 6:39 p.m.  Present: Councilmembers Dougherty, Johnson, Liljegren and Runk.  Staff present: City Administrator Johnson, City Clerk Pinski, Chief of Police DeRosier, City Attorney Kevin Sandstrom, City Engineer Mann, and City Planner Richards. Absent: None.
Mayor McComber removed New Business Item E from the Agenda per the request of the City Clerk.
Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to approve the Agenda as amended. Carried 5-0.
II. Council/Staff Reports: 
A. Mayor McComber: She reported she attended meetings with Metro Cities, the League of Minnesota Cities, the Minnesota Association of Small Cities, the NLC Transportation Committee, the NLC Steering Committee, and Women in Municipal Government. She also reported that the Police Chief Hiring Committee met to talk about the next Police Chief, she had a call scheduled for the next day with the Center of Management and Budget regarding COVID, the next meeting of the JAZB was scheduled for August 12, and she would be participating in a program on Valley Access Channels with local mayors and the county commissioner.
B. Councilmember Dougherty: No report.
C. Councilmember Johnson: She reported the Parks and Trails Commission met and ranked priorities for projects in the park and trail system. She also reported she had calls scheduled for LMC and NLC policy committees.
D. Councilmember Liljegren: He reported he attended the Planning Commission meeting the previous week, and he also attended the Police Chief Hiring Committee meetings.
E. Councilmember Runk: He reported the July meeting of the Middle St. Croix Watershed Management Organization was cancelled due to lack of business, and he attended the CVB meeting.
F. Staff: City Administrator Johnson reported the Chief of Police had new EMS data, and he would provide that to the City Council before the end of August. City Clerk Pinski reported that Thomas Nguyen of 5935 O’Dell Avenue North and Anthony Fee of 5892 Oldfield Avenue North were chosen as the recycling award winners.
III. Visitors/Public Comment: Jim Kremer, 5475 Oakgreen Avenue North, thanked the City Council for the recognition for his service on the Planning Commission.
IV. Consent Agenda: 

A. Approve Bills & Investments
B. Approve City Council Minutes – June 23, 2020
C. Approve Resolution Authorizing the Receipt of a donation from Carrie Ogaard to be Used for the City Parks
D. Accept Donation for Memorial Bench at Autumn Hills Park
E. Approve Construction License and Agreement – MET Council
Councilmember Liljegren, seconded by Councilmember Johnson, moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Roll call vote taken.  Carried 5-0.  

V. Public Hearings: 
A. Vacation Public Utility and Roadway Easement: City Administrator Johnson reported that Central Automotive previously applied for a CUP and it was approved by the City Council. He said as part of that they requested reduction of 10 feet from a 30-foot easement.
Mayor McComber opened the Public Hearing. No comments were made. Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to close the Public Hearing. Carried 5-0.

Councilmember Dougherty, seconded by Councilmember Runk, moved to approve the Resolution. Roll call vote taken. Carried 5-0.
VI. Old Business: None
VII.
New Business: 
A. Conditional Use Permit – 15242 64th Street – Front Yard Setback Reduction: City Planner Richards reported that Rick Nelson made a request to construct an attached garage and house addition at 15242 64th Street North. He reviewed his planning report. 
Councilmember Dougherty, seconded by Councilmember Johnson, moved to approve the Resolution. Roll call vote taken. Carried 5-0.

B. Palmer Station – Amended PUD – Reduce Front Yard Setback Lots 7,8 & 9: City Planner Richard reviewed his planning report. 
Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to approve the Resolution. Roll call vote taken. Carried 5-0.
C. Cover Park – Volunteer Event: Councilmember Johnson reported that she was approached by resident Pam Patrick for weeding assistance on the slope along Peller Avenue at Cover Park. Johnson requested the City Council support a volunteer event to weed the garden with a budget of up to $500 on August 22, 2020.
Councilmember Johnson, seconded by Councilmember Dougherty, moved to approve the funding request. Carried 5-0.

D. Police Officer – Hiring Process – Appoint Two Council Members: Councilmember Johnson, seconded by Councilmember Dougherty, moved to appoint Mayor McComber and Councilmember Runk to the process. Carried 5-0.
E. Consider Proposed Amendments to Ordinance 1409 Relating to Sales, Position and Use of Tobacco by Minors and Repeal Ordinance 1404: REMOVED FROM AGENDA
F. COVID-19 CFR Spending Plan: City Administrator Johnson reported that the City received funding from the Federal Government under the CARES Act, and a proposed Resolution in the packet outlined some priorities for the City’s use of the funds.
Councilmember Liljegren, seconded by Councilmember Runk, moved to approve the Resolution. Roll call vote taken. Carried 5-0.

VIII. Other Council Items or Announcements: None
IX. Adjourn: Councilmember Liljegren, seconded by Councilmember Johnson, moved to adjourn at 7:07 p.m.  Roll call vote taken. Carried 5-0.
Respectfully submitted,


Approved as to Content and Form,

Jennifer Pinski




Mary McComber
City Clerk




Mayor

