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CITY OF OAK PARK HEIGHTS

TUESDAY, JUNE 23, 2020
CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
I. Call to Order/Approval of Agenda: Mayor McComber called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  Present: Councilmembers Dougherty, Johnson, Liljegren and Runk.  Staff present: City Administrator Johnson, City Clerk Pinski, City Attorney Kevin Sandstrom, City Engineer Mann, and City Planner Richards. Absent: None.
Mayor McComber added “Approve City Council Support for the National Economic Transition Platform” to the Consent Agenda as Item J.
Councilmember Dougherty, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to approve the Agenda as amended. Roll call vote taken. Carried 5-0.
II. Council/Staff Reports: 
A. Mayor McComber: She reported she attended two workshops on the river with the DNR where she received a lot of good information on the transition with the King Plant; she attended the Public Utility Commission meeting, the NLC meeting, a Minnesota Association of Small Cities meeting, two LMC Board of Directors meetings, and the Chamber coffee meeting with Bayport, Stillwater and City Administrator Johnson. She reported she would be attending the Coalition of Utility Cities meeting, the LMC annual meeting, the NLC small cities meeting, the MWCG annual meeting, and the July Minnesota Association of Small Cities meeting. 
B. Councilmember Dougherty: He reported the Cable Commission meeting was cancelled, he was attending the Business Recovery Meetings with the Chamber weekly. 
C. Councilmember Johnson: She reported the Parks and Trails Commission meeting in June was cancelled.
D. Councilmember Liljegren: He reported the Planning Commission meeting was cancelled.
E. Councilmember Runk: He reported the MSCWMO met and discussed Central Automotive.
F. Staff: City Clerk Pinski reported that Sandra Lukas of 5632 Osgood Avenue North and Scott and Kathy Seaborg of 5562 Novak Avenue North were chosen as the recycling award winners. Pinski also reported that the Clean Up Day was rescheduled from May 3 to June 27 with special rules due to the pandemic.
III. Visitors/Public Comment: None
IV. Consent Agenda: 

A. Approve Bills & Investments
B. Approve City Council Minutes – May 26, 2020
C. Approve Special City Council Minutes – June 3, 2020

D. Approve Resolution Thanking Jim Kremer for His Service on the Planning Commission

E. Approve Resolution Thanking Jennifer Giovinazzo for Her Service on the Planning Commission

F. Authorize Expenditure Up to $35,000 for Traffic Control Line Painting

G. Adopt 2020-2024 Anticipated Capital Improvement Plan

H. Approve and Appoint Election Judges for the 2020 Primary Election

I. Approve Resolution Affirming City’s Position on Use of Ball Fields for Permitted Organized Youth Sports

J. Approve City Council Support for the National Economic Transition Platform

Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Dougherty, moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Roll call vote taken.  Carried 5-0.  

V. Public Hearings: None
VI. Old Business: None
VII.
New Business: 
A. Consider Request from Chamber of Commerce – “Rally for Your Chamber”: Councilmember Dougherty, seconded by Councilmember Johnson, moved to set an EDA meeting for 15 minutes before the next City Council meeting with City Council support to donate $1,000 to the Chamber. Carried 5-0.
B. Consider Resolution Relating to Washington County – South Frontage Road Concept: Councilmember Runk provided a summary on a project to build a south frontage road and the decision by Washington County to move forward with a concept without first having a public engagement process. He said a draft City Council Resolution was in the Council packet that did not oppose the road, only that the City was requesting the County go through a public process. Mayor McComber suggested the City Council set a joint worksession with County officials. Runk said the City Council should not meet with the County until after staff had reviewed the concept for the road. Liljegren suggested the City Council hold an internal worksession first. City Engineer Mann reported he would have more information in approximately two weeks. Councilmember Johnson suggested a Council worksession prior to the July City Council meeting. McComber did not agree with the portion of the Resolution that the County withdraw from the pursuit of funding with outside entities. 
Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Dougherty, moved to adopt the Resolution. Roll call vote taken. Carried 4-1, McComber opposed.
C. 2020 Mill and Overlay/Oakgreen Rehabilitation Project – Quantity Overrun: City Engineer Mann reported that one of the bid items for the project was short: it had 500 linear feet of curbing in the bid, but there was a need for 1,600 linear feet. He said that increased the bid amount by approximately $62,000.
Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Johnson, moved to authorize the change order. Carried 5-0.
D. Authorize Finance Director to Prepare Preliminary 2021 Budget and Adoption of the Proposed Budget Schedule: Finance Director Caruso reviewed a proposed budget meeting schedule. Mayor McComber suggested setting the budget worksession with the department heads on a day other than the City Council meeting date. Council changed that worksession meeting to July 29 at 4:30 p.m. 
Councilmember Liljegren, seconded by Councilmember Johnson, moved to adopt the schedule with the one meeting date change and direct Council to send budget requests to the Finance Director. Carried 5-0.
E. Reconsider Appointment to Xcel Energy Advisory Panel – Add Additional Person: Councilmember Johnson suggested the City Council consider appointing one additional person, Kate Hanson, who had previous board experience, to the advisory panel. Councilmember Dougherty suggested appointing all seven applicants to the panel. Mayor McComber suggested keeping the panel as it was but appoint Kate Hanson as an alternate.
Councilmember Johnson, seconded by Councilmember Runk, moved to appoint Kate Hanson to the panel. Carried 3-2, Dougherty and Liljegren opposed. 

Councilmember Dougherty, seconded by Councilmember Runk, moved to appoint all seven applicants to the panel. Carried 3-2, McComber and Liljegren opposed. 

F. Adopt COVID-19 Preparedness Plan: City Administrator Johnson reported that cities were required to adopt a plan under the Governor’s Orders. Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to approve the Resolution for the plan. Roll call vote taken. Carried 5-0.
G. Consider Appointments to Planning Commission: Councilmember Dougherty, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to approve the recommendations of Tim Freeman and Blake Van Denburgh for appointments and terms through May 31, 2023. Carried 5-0.
VIII. Other Council Items or Announcements: None
IX. Adjourn: Councilmember Liljegren, seconded by Councilmember Runk, moved to adjourn at 6:40 p.m.  Roll call vote taken. Carried 5-0.
Respectfully submitted,
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