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CITY OF OAK PARK HEIGHTS

TUESDAY, MAY 26, 2020
CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
HELD VIA VIDEO CONFERENCE PER MN STAT. 13D.021

I. Call to Order/Approval of Agenda: Mayor McComber called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  Present: Councilmembers Dougherty, Johnson, Liljegren and Runk.  Staff present: City Administrator Johnson, City Clerk Pinski, City Attorney Kevin Sandstrom, City Engineer Mann, and City Planner Richards. Absent: None.
Councilmember Liljegren, seconded by Councilmember Dougherty, moved to approve the Agenda. Roll call vote taken. Carried 5-0.
II. Council/Staff Reports: 
A. Mayor McComber: She reported she was a panelist in a webinar with the Center for Energy and Environment; she had a webinar with the Public Utilities Commission; several Zoom meetings including one with State Auditor Julie Blaha, one with the Big Four, and one with Congresswoman McCollum; a conference call with the mayors in Washington County; a meeting with the Minnesota Association of Small Cities, and a League of Minnesota Cities Board of Directors meeting. She reported the League Board of Directors virtual Annual Meeting was set for June 25 at 1:00 p.m.
B. Councilmember Dougherty: He reported he had been attending Chamber of Commerce meetings via Zoom.
C. Councilmember Johnson: She reported she attended the Parks and Trails Commission meeting on May 18.
D. Councilmember Liljegren: He reported he attended the Planning Commission meeting on May 14.
E. Councilmember Runk: He reported he attended the CVB on May 13 and they were working on an operation plan. He also reported he attended the MSCWMO meeting on May 14.
F. Staff: City Clerk Pinski reported that Rickie and Tianna Nelson of 15242 64th Street North were chosen as the most recent recycling award winner.
III. Visitors/Public Comment: None
IV. Consent Agenda: 

A. Approve Bills & Investments
B. Approve City Council Minutes – May 12, 2020
C. Approve Regular Premium Option for Worker’s Comp Insurance 07/07/2020 – 07/06/2021
D. Approve Resolution – Cities are Essential Campaign
Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Johnson, moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Roll call vote taken.  Carried 5-0.  

V. Public Hearings: None
VI. Old Business: None
VII.
New Business: 
A. Conditional Use Permit – Replacement of a Garage at 5714 Penrose Ave. N.: City Planner Richards reported that Lucy and Irwin Turner made an application for replacement of a garage. He said that a CUP was necessary because the square footage of the structure exceeded the allowed size. Richards reported that the Planning Commission recommended approval of the application. 
Mayor McComber mentioned that it would be difficult to get a certified survey in that area. City Planner Richards said staff could work with the applicant, as he believed the house was set back ten feet from the property line, and the requirement was five feet. The Turners said that the garage was going to be right in line with the house, so just as far from the property line.
Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Dougherty, moved to approve the Conditional Use Permit. Roll call vote taken. Carried 5-0.

B. Central Automotive – Timeline Extension to Conditional Use Permit: City Administrator Johnson reported that the applicant had planned for infiltration which they subsequently found out they could not do and needed to come up with a different plan. He said they requested a one-year extension.
Councilmember Dougherty, seconded by Councilmember Johnson, moved to approve the extension for one year. Roll call vote taken. Carried 5-0.

C. Approve Roadway/Utility/Trailway Easement – 5676 Oakgreen Ave. N.: City Administrator Johnson reported that the property owner was amenable to allowing an easement for a trailway and utilities as a donation. He recommended approval.
Councilmember Johnson, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to approve the easement. Roll call vote taken. Carried 5-0.

D. Lookout Trail – Proposal for Engineering Services: City Engineer Mann reviewed the proposal for engineering services. He said the estimate was $79,600. Councilmember Runk asked when there would be a neighborhood meeting. Mann responded that would take place after some of the design was created. 
Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Dougherty, moved to approve the proposal. Roll call vote taken. Carried 5-0.

E. Temporary Bus Parking – Stillwater Area High School: City Administrator Johnson reported that the school district was looking for temporary bus parking at the Stillwater Area High School parking lot from May 27, 2020 through July 1, 2020. He reviewed staff recommended conditions for approval. 
Councilmember Liljegren, seconded by Councilmember Johnson, moved to approve the request with the conditions noted. Roll call vote taken. Carried 5-0.

F. Consider Appointments to Xcel Energy Advisory Panel: City Administrator Johnson reported that the City received seven citizen applications for the Xcel Energy Advisory Panel. 
Mayor McComber noted that an additional appointment form was submitted from the City of Bayport.

Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Dougherty, moved to approve Sara Taylor as the panel member from the City of Bayport. Roll call vote taken. Carried 5-0.
Councilmember Johnson, seconded by Councilmember Dougherty, moved to set interviews for June 3 at 5:00 p.m. in a Special City Council meeting via Zoom. Roll call vote taken. Carried 5-0.
G. Resolution Relating to Outside Sales of Alcohol – Temporary Sales Areas During COVID-19 Pandemic: City Attorney Sandstrom reported that the draft Resolution should be modified to include both food and liquor sales in an outdoor space and also add that staff had the authority to review and approve requests from businesses. Mayor McComber suggested adding to the Resolution that it was the responsibility of the business owner to comply with the Governor’s Orders and ensure that patrons were as well. Councilmember Dougherty suggested an end date of October 31 for the temporary sales areas.
Councilmember Johnson, seconded by Councilmember Dougherty, moved to approve the Resolution with the recommended changes. Roll call vote taken. Carried 5-0.
H. Approve Concept for High School Parade Route and Event: Mayor McComber reported that she was contacted by the Superintendent that they wanted to do a parade for the High School Seniors. She said the students would decorate cars and drive a specified route at 8:34 on May 29. She said that Chief DeRosier reviewed the route.
Councilmember Liljegren, seconded by Councilmember Runk, moved to approve the concept and parade route. Roll call vote taken. Carried 5-0.
VIII. Other Council Items or Announcements: The City Council requested staff make modifications to the City Council Chambers to allow for in-person social distance compliant meetings.
IX. Adjourn: Councilmember Johnson, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to adjourn at 6:49 p.m.  Roll call vote taken. Carried 5-0.
Respectfully submitted,


Approved as to Content and Form,
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