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I.
Call to Order: Chair Weyer called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Present: Vice Chair Chirhart, Commissioner Bye, Commissioner Peterson, and Commission Thoreson; City Administrator Johnson, Public Works Director Kegley, Arborist Danielson, and Commission Liaison Johnson.  Absent: None.
II.
Approval of Agenda: Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commission Bye, moved to approve the Agenda.  Carried 5-0.
III.
Approve Parks Commission Minutes – April 15, 2019: Vice Chair Chirhart, seconded by Commissioner Thoreson, moved to approve the Minutes.  Carried 5-0.
IV.
Department/Commission Liaison Reports:
A. Arborist: Arborist Danielson reported that the City held the Ceremonial Tree Planting prior to that evening’s meeting as part of the Tree City USA requirements.  She said it was a Northern Pin Oak planted at Autumn Hills Park.  She also reported that Minnesota Native Landscapes conducted the spring mows behind City Hall and at Valley View Park.
B. Public Works Director: Public Works Director Kegley reported that the park shelters were opened and staffed.  He said that staff was retrofitting fixtures with LED bulbs at the park shelters.
C.
Other / Commission Liaison Reports: Commission Liaison Johnson reported that Xcel Energy released information on the closure date of 2028.  She said it was not concluded how the City would proceed, but it was on their radar.  She also reported that Party in the Park was coming up in the beginning of June.
V.
Visitor/Public Comment: None
VI.
Public Hearings: None 
VII.
Old Business:
A. Lookout Tower – Oak Park Crossing Park: The Parks Commission reviewed images provided in the meeting packet.  Commissioner Peterson said he could not support moving forward with the project as it felt incomplete.  Commissioner Bye felt the stairs would be a fitness draw and could be part of a series of fitness stations that may be added in the future. Vice Chair Chirhart thought the structure did not fit the purpose of a lookout because there were a limited number of people that could be at the top at a time, but may be useful if it were part of a group of fitness stations.  Commissioner Thoreson felt the structure was unique and would be a draw for people to visit the area, but he felt it was quite expensive and wanted to hear from the Commissioners what other ideas they had for that site with those funds.  Chair Weyer reported that he showed the pictures to people, and everybody thought it was a neat idea. He also agreed it was a lot of money for what it was. He suggested sending the idea to the City Council for their feedback.

Chair Weyer, seconded by Commission Thoreson, moved to send the idea to the City Council to get their opinion.  Carried 4-1, Peterson opposed.  
Commissioner Peterson suggested the Parks Commission discuss a strategic plan or vision for Oak Park Crossing Park at a future meeting or worksession.
B. Oak Park Crossing Park Stair Addition Project: Public Works Director Kegley reported that staff reviewed the idea of adding approximately ten steps in a sloped area by the Beach Road Bridge, and they thought it was a good idea.  He said it would be approximately $2,000.  Kegley said he reached out to Chuck Donkers at Xcel Energy and was awaiting feedback. The Parks Commission supported the idea.
Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Vice Chair Chirhart, to move forward with the stairs at Oak Park Crossing Park.  Carried 5-0.

C. Drinking Fountain Installation: Public Works Director Kegley reported the City received one quote for drinking fountains from Miller Excavating in the amount of $19,970.20 for install at Swager Park and $29,906.45 at Oak Park Crossing Park. He said he spoke with Chuck Donkers at Xcel Energy who said it would not be an issue to install a drinking fountain at Oak Park Crossing Park, but the City would need to secure an easement for the water line from Phil’s Tara Hideaway.

Commissioner Bye, seconded by Commissioner Thoreson, moved to recommend the drinking fountains at Swager Park and Oak Park Crossing Park.  Carried 5-0.  
City Administrator Johnson reported staff would bring it to the City Council.  
VIII.
New Business: None
IX.
Informational:
A. Park Walkthrough: Monday, June 17 at 6:00 p.m. beginning at Cover Park

B. Regular Meeting: Monday, June 17 at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall  

C. Upcoming Council Meeting: Tuesday, May 28 at 6:00 p.m. at City Hall

D. Party in the Park: Thursday, June 6 at Brekke Park

X.
Adjourn: Commissioner Thoreson, seconded by Commissioner Bye, moved to adjourn the meeting.  Carried 5-0.
Respectfully submitted,
Jennifer Pinski 
City Clerk
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