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CITY OF OAK PARK HEIGHTS

TUESDAY, APRIL 28, 2020
CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
HELD VIA VIDEO CONFERENCE PER MN STAT. 13D.021

I. Call to Order/Approval of Agenda: Mayor McComber called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m.  Present: Councilmembers Dougherty, Johnson, Liljegren and Runk.  Staff present: City Administrator Johnson, City Clerk Pinski, Finance Director Caruso, City Attorney Kevin Sandstrom, City Planner Richards and City Engineer Mann.  Absent: None.
Councilmember Dougherty, seconded by Councilmember Johnson, moved to approve the Agenda. Roll call vote taken. Carried 5-0.
II. Council/Staff Reports: 
A. Mayor McComber: She reported she attended multiple meetings through Zoom with the League of Minnesota Cities, the Minnesota Mayor’s Association, Washington County, the White House, the Governor’s Office, and the National League of Cities. She also reported she had received several calls from residents and businesses over the last few weeks.
B. Councilmember Dougherty: He reported he had also received several calls over the last few weeks.
C. Councilmember Johnson: She reported she attended the Parks and Trails Commission meeting, and she attended the video conference with Governor Walz through the League of Minnesota Cities.
D. Councilmember Liljegren: He reported he attended the Planning Commission meeting.
E. Councilmember Runk: He reported he attended the Middle St. Croix Watershed Organization where they accepted the annual report, and that there was no CVB meeting held that month.
F. Staff: City Clerk Pinski reported that Joseph Allenspach of 5472 Stagecoach Trail North and Julie McPherson of 14452 57th Street North were chosen as the most recent recycling award winners. Pinski also reported that Spring Clean up had been rescheduled from May 2 to June 27.
III. Visitors/Public Comment: None
IV.
Consent Agenda: 
A. Approve Bills & Investments
B. Approve City Council Minutes – March 24, 2020
C. Approve Acceptance of the 2019 City Annual Financial Statement and Related Reports
D. Designate the Finance Director as the “Business Administrator” for Electronic Fund Transfers
E. Approve LMCIT Waiver of Statutory Tort Limits – Liability Coverage
F. Approve Renewal of Consumption and Display Permit for St. Croix Yacht Club

Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Roll call vote taken.  Carried 5-0.  

V. Public Hearings: None
VI. Old Business: None
VII.
New Business: 
A. Menards – Extension Requested Amended Conditional Use Permit – Yard Entrance: Councilmember Dougherty, seconded by Councilmember Johnson, moved to approve the extension as recommended by staff. Roll call vote taken. Carried 5-0.
B. Zephyr Group LLC (Pony Express Car Wash) 5970 Neal Ave Site Guidelines and Site Plan Review: City Planner Richards reviewed his planning report. Councilmember Liljegren, seconded by Councilmember Runk, moved to approve the Resolution. Roll call vote taken. Carried 5-0.
C. Approve Letter of Support for the Center for Energy and Environment (CEE) to Just Transition Fund(JTF): Mayor McComber reported that she received correspondence from Audrey Partridge with the Center for Energy and Environment that there was another grant opportunity for an economic impact study.

Councilmember Dougherty, seconded by Councilmember Johnson, moved to approve a letter of support for the grant application. Roll call vote taken. Carried 5-0.
D. Manning & STH 36 SOUTH Frontage Road: Councilmember Runk reported that Washington County established what they called an approved layout for a connection between Manning and Stillwater Boulevard that the City had not been involved in. He said the City did not have a lot of information on the layout. 

Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to allow staff to continue to communicate with Washington County on the matter, and that Stantec report back to the City Council any traffic and financial impacts to the City and how it may affect businesses in the City, and send a letter to Washington County that the City had not taken a position and was not taking a position until such time as they received more information and a report back from the professionals. Roll call vote taken. Carried 5-0.
E. Consider Resolution Outlining Possible City COVID-19 Responses to Aid: Convention and Visitors’ Bureau and Temp. Suspension of Banner Regulations & Actions Related to Liquor Licensing: Councilmember Runk stated that the City received a request from the CVB to delay the submittal of taxes to allow flexibility for hotels and Airbnbs. Mayor McComber suggested businesses be allowed to put up temporary signage letting people know they were open and to prorate the on-sale liquor license fees for license holders for the time they were closed due to the pandemic.
Councilmember Johnson, seconded by Councilmember Dougherty, moved to approve the Resolution. Roll call vote taken. Carried 5-0.

F. Rate Increase Request - Tennis Sanitation: City Administrator Johnson reported that Tennis Sanitation was seeking a $1.07 per unit per month rate increase for recycling fees. Councilmember Liljegren opposed the increase because they bid a certain amount to get the contract and then continue to ask for increases. Mayor McComber was in favor of the request. Councilmember Dougherty was not in favor for the same reason as Councilmember Liljegren. 
Councilmember Johnson, seconded by Mayor McComber, moved to approve half of the recycling fee increase request for $0.53 per unit per month. Roll call vote taken. Failed 2-3, opposed by Dougherty, Liljegren, and Runk.
G. Consider Appointments to Xcel Energy Advisory Panel: City Administrator Johnson said the City had received several appointments for representatives from the various invited organizations as well as seven citizen applications for the advisory panel. Mayor McComber indicated Shane Zahrt was appointed from the Coalition of Utility Cities with Greg Pruszinske as an alternate. She also said she spoke with Gina Zeuli and Tim Freeman, and they indicated they would be interested in co-chairing the panel.
Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Dougherty, moved to accept the membership from the invited agencies plus the addition of Shane Zahrt and also the co-chair recommendations. Roll call vote taken. Carried 5-0.

Councilmember Liljegren, seconded by Councilmember Runk, moved to table the appointments of citizen representatives until it was conducive to meet with the applicants. Roll call vote taken. Carried 5-0.

H. 2020 Party in the Park: City Clerk Pinski reported that Party in the Park was scheduled for June 4 and requested the City Council consider whether they wanted to reschedule or cancel the event due to the pandemic. Mayor McComber suggested many businesses would be reopening after a long closure and may be struggling.

Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Dougherty, moved to cancel the 2020 Party in the Park. Roll call vote taken. Carried 5-0.
I. 2020 Goal Setting: Councilmember Liljegren, seconded by Councilmember Runk, moved to table until the City Council could meet in person. Roll call vote taken. Carried 5-0.
VIII. Other Council Items or Announcements: Mayor McComber reminded everyone to follow CDC recommendations and stay safe. 
IX. Closed Session 

A. Discussion on Land Acquisition for Backage Road Project (closed pursuant to MN Stat. 13D.05, Subd. 3(c)(3)): City Attorney Sandstrom reported that the City Council would go into a closed session to discuss negotiation regarding land acquisition for a road right away in the rear parking lot area of Michaels, Pier 1, TJ Maxx and Kohl’s. He reported the meeting would be recorded per statute, and the summary of the meeting would be given at the beginning of the next City Council meeting.
Councilmember Liljegren, seconded by Councilmember Johnson, moved to go into closed session at 7:00 p.m. Roll call vote taken. Carried 5-0.
X. Adjourn: Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to adjourn at 7:39 p.m.  Roll call vote taken. Carried 5-0.
Respectfully submitted,


Approved as to Content and Form,

Jennifer Pinski
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City Clerk




Mayor

