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CITY OF OAK PARK HEIGHTS

PARKS COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES

Monday, April 15, 2019 at City Hall
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I.
Call to Order: Chair Weyer called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  Present: Vice Chair Chirhart, Commissioner Bye, Commissioner Peterson, and Commission Thoreson; City Administrator Johnson, Public Works Director Kegley, Arborist Danielson, and Commission-Liaison Johnson.  Also Present: City Clerk Pinski.  Absent: None.
II.
Approval of Agenda: Commissioner Bye, seconded by Commission Thoreson, moved to approve the Agenda.  Carried 5-0.
III.
Approve Parks Commission Minutes – February 25, 2019: Commissioner Bye, seconded by Commissioner Peterson, moved to approve the Minutes.  Carried 5-0.
IV.
Department/Commission Liaison Reports:
A. Arborist: Arborist Danielson reported that the Minnesota DNR raised the oak wilt status to high risk on April 4.  She stated residents should paint latex paint over any wounds on oak trees within 15 minutes.
B. Public Works Director: Public Works Director Kegley provided rink use data. He also stated he would come back to the Parks Commission when quotes were received for the drinking fountain.  Commissioner Thoreson suggested staff include a dog bowl on the fountains as an option in the request for quotes.
C.
Other / Commission Liaison Reports: Commissioner Thoreson reported that he went to Washington, D.C. to talk to Congress about the value and importance of parks and trails and to encourage funding and the passage of the land and water conservation bill.  
V.
Visitor/Public Comment: None
VI.
Public Hearings: None 
VII.
Old Business:
A. Lookout Tower – Oak Park Crossing Park: City Administrator Johnson outlined the cost estimates provided by Stantec and said he requested they provide some images.  He reported there was $107,355 in the fund for park projects.  Commissioner Chirhart suggested the Parks Commission consider how tall of a structure could be placed with the power lines at the site.  City Administrator Johnson reported that the structure was approximately 30 feet tall, and he provided the plan to Chuck Donkers of Xcel Energy who did not express any concern regarding clearance.  He said he would check with Donkers and report back to the Parks Commission.  Commissioner Peterson questioned whether the $145,000 estimate provided by Stantec included design work.  City Administrator Johnson said he would ask.  No action was taken.
VIII.
New Business: 
A. Park Commission Name Change: Vice Chair Chirhart, seconded by Chair Weyer, moved to recommend an amendment of the name of the Commission to the Parks and Trails Commission.  Carried 5-0.
B. Additional Park Programming or Event: Commission-Liaison Johnson reported that she was planning a Thursday evening program with storytelling and other activities to celebrate the history of the area, and would be asking the City Council for support. 
Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Thoreson, moved to affirm support for the additional park program.  Carried 5-0.
C. Consider Park Walkthrough Dates: Commissioner Bye moved to set for May 18 at 9:00 a.m. Motion failed due to lack of a second.  Commissioner Bye, seconded by Commissioner Peterson, moved to set for May 20 at 6:00 p.m. meeting at Cover Park and June 17 at 6:00 pm. meeting at Autumn Hills Park, and to push the Parks Commission meeting to 7:00 p.m. on those dates.  Carried 5-0.
Arborist Danielson reported that she would like to schedule the Ceremonial Tree Planting for May 20 at Autumn Hills Park.

Commissioner Bye, seconded by Vice Chair Chirhart, moved to amend the main motion to start at Autumn Hills Park on May 20 and Cover Park on June 17.  Carried 5-0.

D. 2019 Arbor Month Ceremonial Tree Planting: Arborist Danielson reported she selected a Northern Pin Oak for the tree planting.  Commissioner Bye, seconded by Vice Chair Chirhart, moved to set the tree planting for 6:00 p.m. on May 20 at Autumn Hills Park.  Carried 5-0.
E. AARP Community Challenge Grant: City Clerk Pinski reported that she would be applying for a grant through AARP for a free bike share program in the City with the rack and bikes located along a City trail near the Boutwells Landing campus.  No action was taken.
IX.
Informational:
A. Next Meeting: Monday, May 20 at 6:00 p.m. at City Hall  

B. Upcoming Council Meeting: Tuesday, April 23 at 6:00 p.m. at City Hall

X.
Adjourn: Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Chair Weyer, moved to adjourn at 6:52 p.m. Carried 5-0.
Respectfully submitted,
Jennifer Pinski 
City Clerk
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