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CITY OF OAK PARK HEIGHTS

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2020
CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
I. Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance/Approval of Agenda: Mayor McComber called the meeting to order at 5:04 p.m.  Present: Councilmembers Johnson, Liljegren and Runk.  Staff present: City Administrator Johnson, City Clerk Pinski, City Attorney Kevin Sandstrom, City Planner Richards and City Engineer Mann.  Absent: Councilmember Dougherty.
Mayor McComber added Consent Agenda Item O: “Approve Resolution Granting the Application of MDHA St. Croix Valley Chapter to Conduct a One-Day Raffle at Heights Hall and Club on April 4, 2020” and New Business Item F: “Lookout Trail – Turnback Agreement – MNDOT/OPH” to the agenda.
Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to approve the Agenda. Carried 4-0.
II. Council/Staff Reports: 
A. Mayor McComber: She reported she attended the League of Minnesota Cities advocacy media training; a meeting on Build It Right; a breakfast meeting with City Administrator Johnson and Xcel Energy; a meeting with Representative Lippert the previous week at the state house; the City Administrators, Mayors, and Chamber breakfast meeting that morning; and a meeting with Department of Corrections on their new strategic plan. She said she would be attending the Minnesota Association of Small Cities Legislative day, a board meeting and a reception; a meeting with Representative Doudt and Representative Gazelka; and a meeting with Governor Walz; and she would be testifying before the Energy Finance Policy Committee on the energy renewable grants. She also said there was a social medial webinar scheduled the following week.
B. Councilmember Dougherty: Absent.
C. Councilmember Johnson: She reported that the Parks and Trails Commission meeting for February was cancelled. She said she received calls on snowplowing which the City Administrator addressed.
D. Councilmember Liljegren: He reported the Planning Commission met on February 13 and the next Joint Airport Zoning Board meeting was set for March 25 at 3:30 p.m.
E. Councilmember Runk: He reported he attended the CVB meeting, and that the February Middle St. Croix Watershed Organization’s meeting was cancelled.
F. Staff: City Clerk Pinski reported that Jerid Gardner at 5311 O’Brien Avenue North and Thomas Brechtel of 14075 Upper 54th Street North were chosen as the recycling award winners in February.
III. Visitors/Public Comment: Jim Kremer of 5475 Oakgreen Place North said he was extremely disappointed how the City Council was treated by the Mayor of Bayport at the last City Council meeting. He felt her comments were inappropriate.
IV.
Consent Agenda: 
A. Approve Bills & Investments
B. Approve City Council Worksession Notes – January 14, 2020
C. Approve City Council Minutes – January 14, 2020
D. Approve Resolution Granting the Application of Stillwater Area Fastpitch Association to Conduct a One-Day Raffle at Stillwater Area High School on May 6, 2020
E. Approve License for Sale/Storage of Fireworks at Menards #3129

F. Approve Model Resolution Supporting Infrastructure Accountability

G. Approve the Labor Agreements with Police – LELS, Supervisors-Teamsters and AFSCME

H. Approve Salary Adjustment for Exempt Employees

I. Approve Code Red Joint Powers Agreement with Washington County Sheriff’s Office for 2020 – 2022

J. Approve Summer Park Programming for 2020 – Position and Events

K. Approve JPA for Fuel Contract 2020

L. Approve Palmer Station Stormwater Management Declaration & Easement Agreement

M. Approve Resolution for Final Funding of the Comprehensive Plan

N. Approve Resolution for the 2019 Budget Requiring Fund Balance Allocations
O. Approve Resolution Granting the Application of MDHA St. Croix Valley Chapter to Conduct a One-Day Raffle at Heights Hall and Club on April 4, 2020
Councilmember Johnson, seconded by Councilmember Runk, moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Roll call vote taken.  Carried 4-0.  

V. Public Hearings: None
VI. Old Business: 

A. 2020 Street Improvements – Award Bid: City Administrator Johnson reported that the City received bids, and that the funding would be derived from two sources: the Mill and Overlay Fund and the Street Reconstruction Fund. He said that the City would seek reimbursements from Baytown Township in the amount of $63,983.58 plus related soft costs. City Engineer Mann reported that the City received eight bids, and the low bid was $866,791.00 made by OMG Midwest, Inc. dba Minnesota Paving and Materials.
Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to move forward with the project and award the bid to OMG Midwest, Inc. dba as Minnesota Paving and Materials. Carried 4-0.

VII.
New Business: 
A. Fury Jeep – Interim Use Permit Automotive Storage and Sales 14702 60th Street N: City Planner Richards reviewed his planning report. Councilmember Liljegren, seconded by Councilmember Runk, moved to approve the Resolution. Roll call vote taken. Carried 4-0.
B. Chief of Police – Possible Retirement and Hiring Process: City Administrator Johnson stated that the City should start the process for identifying a replacement for the Chief of Police after his retirement. A timeline was included in the City Council packet, and he proposed a committee of two members of the City Council, the City Administrator, the City Attorney, the City Clerk or other senior staff member, and a possible consultant or former Chief from a Minnesota City. Councilmember Liljegren and Mayor McComber said they would like to be a part of the process. Mayor McComber suggested having a worksession to go over the job description before the next City Council meeting and suggested each councilmember provide input on what they were looking for in the next Chief. Councilmember Runk suggested the City seek out a former Chief from a City in Washington County for the committee. McComber suggested having a list of potential Chiefs ready for the worksession.

Councilmember Johnson, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to set a worksession for 5:00 p.m. on March 24, 2020. Carried 4-0. 

City Administrator Johnson recommended the City Council start a list of 2020 goals for that worksession as well.

C. Comprehensive Plan – 2018 Update/Adoption: Councilmember Runk seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to approve the Resolution. Roll call vote taken. Carried 4-0.
D. Allen S. King Plant Decommissioning and Reuse Advisory Panel: City Administrator Johnson said the invitation for the various agencies identified in the policy was set up to be signed by the Mayor and all Councilmembers. He recommended an edit to the policy to provide joint powers associations, such as the watershed, to appoint an elected official if they were unable to send a staff member or other volunteer to be on the panel. 
Councilmember Liljegren, seconded by Councilmember Johnson, moved to approve the panel participation invitation and policy revision. Carried 4-0.
E. Waste Receptacles Curbside After Pickup Day: Mayor McComber suggested sending letters to residents to remind them not to leave waste containers in the street as it impeded snow plows, emergency vehicles, and street sweepers. City Administrator Johnson suggested that sending a letter would be costly. Mayor McComber requested an article be placed in the next City newsletter.
F. Lookout Trail – Turnback Agreement – MNDOT/OPH: City Engineer Mann reviewed and addressed the items that were brought up to the City Council by resident David Beaudet at their meeting in January. 
City Administrator Johnson reported that the land swaps had been completed. He said that the stormwater facilities that cross Lookout Trail or are along the West side of Lookout Trial remain the City’s facilities to manage and maintain regardless of this project or turnback, but the City would want language in the agreement that would assure the City unambiguous continuation of the facilities and their drainage, and that MNDOT would not be asking the City to divert the water to a different pond. 
City Administrator Johnson also said there were ponds that were part of the St. Croix River Crossing project that had significant capacity, and the City needed language in the agreement that the City could use the capacity for new or current impervious surfaces. City Engineer Mann said that while Lookout Trail would not drain directly to those ponds, the overall net of the drainage in the area going to the receiving water would be covered. He said the watershed indicated they were willing to agree to the that.
Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Johnson, moved to approve the agreement subject to any final language required by City Engineer or the City Attorney. Carried 4-0. 
VIII. Other Council Items or Announcements: None
IX. Adjourn: Councilmember Liljegren, seconded by Councilmember Johnson, moved to adjourn at 5:38 p.m.  Carried 4-0.
Respectfully submitted,
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