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CITY OF OAK PARK HEIGHTS

TUESDAY, JANUARY 28, 2020
CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
I. Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance/Approval of Agenda: Mayor McComber called the meeting to order at 6:04 p.m.  Present: Councilmembers Dougherty, Johnson, Liljegren and Runk.  Staff present: City Administrator Johnson, Police Chief DeRosier, City Clerk Pinski, City Attorney Kevin Sandstrom, and City Engineer Mann.  Absent: City Planner Richards.
Mayor McComber added “Approve Mayor to Send Letter to Governor Walz” to Consent Agenda as Item J. 
Councilmember Dougherty, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to approve the Agenda. Carried 5-0.
II. Council/Staff Reports: 
A. Mayor McComber: She reported she attended a Ribbon Cutting at Panera Bread on January 15, the Minnesota Mayors Association meeting, the League of Minnesota Cities Board of Directors meeting on January 16, a conference call for the National League of Cities Transportation Committee, the Minnesota Association of Small Cities board meeting on January 23, the Advanced Elected Officials Training on January 24 and 25, and a meeting with Warden Titus on the correctional facilities strategic plan. She reported the Senate Bonding Tour would be stopping at City Hall on January 29, and she would be participating in a conference call with the Center for Energy and Environment on January 30. 
B. Councilmember Dougherty: He reported the Cable Commission met on January 27, finalized the 2020 budget, and discussed ways to increase revenues.
C. Councilmember Johnson: She reported she attended the Parks and Trails Commission meeting on January 27 and the Experienced Elected Officials Training. She also reported she was a guest on the most recent episode of the League of Minnesota Cities podcast.
D. Councilmember Liljegren: No report.
E. Councilmember Runk: He reported he also attended the Experienced Elected Officials Training.
F. Staff: Jim Kremer, of 5475 Oakgreen Place North, the Joint Airport Zoning Board alternate, reported that he attended the public hearing on January 23 for feedback on the proposed zoning pattern change. He said most of the feedback that was received was from West Lakeland and the concerns were with a road change due to expansion which had nothing to do with the zoning. He said the road change was a decision made at another level. He reported the public comment period was open through February 7, 2020.
City Clerk Pinski reported that Vanessa and Terry Sabelko of 5420 Ojibway Avenue North were chosen as the recycling award winners.
III. Visitors/Public Comment: None
IV.
Consent Agenda: 
A. Approve Bills & Investments
B. Approve City Council Worksession Notes – January 14, 2020
C. Approve City Council Minutes – January 14, 2020
D. Adopt Resolution Approving a Gambling Premises Permit Application made by Ducks Unlimited St. Croix Valley Chapter for Gambling Activity at Heights Hall and Club
E. Approve and Appoint Election Judges for 2020 Presidential Nominating Primary 

F. Approve Designation of the Finance Director as the Business Administrator for Electronic Funds Transfers

G. Approve Continuation of Vegetation Management for 2020 with Minnesota Native Landscapes, Inc. for Prairie Restoration Areas
H. Approve Resolution Adopting the Leading Together Cities Agenda in Your Community

I. Accept Donation to OPH PD Community Outreach Fund 

J. Approve Mayor to Send a Letter to Governor Walz

Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Dougherty, moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Roll call vote taken.  Carried 5-0.  

V. Public Hearings: None
VI. Old Business: 

A. Appropriation of City Resources for Medical Responses: Councilmember Runk provided a background on why the proposed policy was drafted. He said the Fire Chief came to the Oak Park Heights City Council in 2018, and at that time they were experiencing burnout. He said that as a postal delivery person to Oak Park Senior Living and Boutwells, he saw many times where it wasn’t necessary for the Fire Department to be there for emergency response calls. He reported the Oak Park Heights Police Department’s officers were trained first responders and all squad cars were equipped with first aid and emergency equipment such as oxygen and AEDs. He said the City Council requested the Police Department provide information, and they reached out to Lakeview EMS and Washington County Dispatch, as well as recorded their own data from July through September on emergency response calls. Runk said that the data was shared with the Bayport Fire Department, Lakeview EMS, and Washington County Dispatch.
Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to adopt the proposed policy.

Susan St. Ores, Mayor of Bayport, reported that the City of Bayport’s position was that the proposed changes to the emergency response policy would result in a severe reduction of service to Oak Park Heights residents. She said they had proposed that call responses be modified for specific addresses – senior care facilities – and that was rejected by Oak Park Heights staff. St. Ores proposed the City Council consider a series of meetings starting with the joint worksession scheduled for February 18, then open it to public input. 

Councilmember Runk responded that the policy would not put the community at risk, and the City had asked for input from Bayport and have not seen anything in writing. He said the process had been going on for almost a year, and the proposed policy was not a sudden decision. He said the process was already being used in the Cities of Hugo and Newport. Runk reported that Lakeview EMS had reviewed the policy and they were comfortable with it. He said meeting with Bayport City Council was not the appropriate method, as the City of Oak Park Heights was a customer of the Bayport Fire Department.

Councilmember Dougherty added that the policy was a six-month trial, and he would also ask staff to monitor and work with Bayport staff and other players. He said the City should move forward with it.
Joe Buckley, 5860 Oldfield Avenue North, came forward and said that according to records, Oak Park Heights Police Officers were not certified first responders. He also said he felt the process wasn’t publicized.
Nate Wagner, 14221 55th Street North, said he felt the City was risking lives because of a delay if the Police Department was called out and they have to then call the Fire Department. He felt the problem with leaving callouts to dispatch was that the dispatcher only had whatever information the caller provided when classifying calls.

Jim Kremer, 5475 Oakgreen Place North, said his home backed up to Oakgreen Avenue, so he often saw the Police Department and Lakeview EMS responding to calls, and then the Bayport Fire Department responding a short time later, then soon after the Fire Department vehicle was leaving the scene. He also said that while out walking by Boutwells, he often saw the Fire Department arrive having sometimes not even gotten out of the vehicle because the Police Department and/or Lakeview had already handled the situation. He also said the information had been public, and he was able to see the statistics and data. He said it made sense to not send people on calls that they were not needed.
Mary Buckley, 5860 Oldfield Avenue North, said she had parents at Oak Park Senior Living and was concerned about their safety because their medical response was changing.

Police Chief DeRosier reported that there had been considerable disinformation expressed by the public at the meeting. He said the Oak Park Heights Police Officers were certified first responders through Lakeview EMS overseen by the Regions Hospital Director. He said all major medical calls, such as heart attacks, strokes, and car accidents with injuries, were still having all parties dispatched under the new policy. He said the policy was meant to narrow calls to reduce responses for minor medical issues, such as calls for not feeling well.

Christian, 5685 Newberry Avenue North, a senior at Stillwater Area High School, said he felt the City Council could have done more to notify the public.

Councilmember Runk said the City Council was not trying to endanger the public, that they were trying to do the best they could for the public. He said the City made the decision to have portable defibrillators in the squad cars; Stillwater did not, and he did not believe Bayport does. 

Councilmember Runk called the question.

Councilmember Johnson said the City Council cared about the residents, and she was thankful that the Police Department were first responders. 

Councilmember Johnson called the question.

Vote taken on Motion. Carried 4-1, McComber opposed.
VII.
New Business: 
A. Policies Relating to the Allen S. King Plant Decommissioning and Reuse Advisory Panel – Appointments and Roles: Mayor McComber suggested that the railroad be included in the panel invitation list and that the panel should consist of no more than 24 people. Councilmember Dougherty added that there should be no elected officials on the panel. Councilmember Runk suggested adding the Sierra Club to the panel invitation list. McComber suggested also the Center for Environmental Advocacy. She said the organizations could appoint an alternate, but the appointee should be able to attend all meetings throughout the entire process.
Councilmember Liljegren, seconded by Councilmember Dougherty, moved to approve the advisory panel appointments and roles with the suggested changes. Carried 5-0.

B. Pollinator Garden Micro-Grant Program: Councilmember Johnson reported that she was approached by a resident about a possible grant program. Mary Turnberg, 5531 Oakgreen Place North, was present at the meeting and said she heard of the State of Minnesota offering grants to establish pollinator gardens. She said she thought it would be good for individual residents to have the opportunity to apply for grants for their yards.
Councilmember Johnson, seconded by Councilmember Dougherty, moved to approve a micro-grant program. Carried 5-0.
C. Pay Equity Compliance – 2020: City Administrator Johnson reported that the City was required to submit a pay equity report every three years. He said the City met all requirements for pay equity.
Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to approve the report and submit to the State of Minnesota. Carried 5-0.
VIII. Closed Session 
City Attorney Sandstrom reported that the City Council would go into a closed session on two items: the proposed potential acquisition described as the far end of the parking lot of the retail development containing Kohl’s, Michaels, T.J. Maxx, and Pier 1; and for a discussion on labor negotiations.
Councilmember Liljegren, seconded by Councilmember Johnson, moved to close the meeting at 7:07 p.m. Mayor McComber reopened the meeting at 7:43 p.m.
City Attorney Sandstrom provided the following summary:

A. Discussion on Land Acquisition for Backage Road Project (closed pursuant to MN Stat 13d.05, Subd. 3(c)(3)): The City Council reviewed information from City staff. No action was taken.
B. Labor Negotiations (closed pursuant to MN Stat 13d.03): The City Council received an update from City Administrator Johnson and provided feedback. No action was taken.
IX. Other Council Items or Announcements: Councilmember Dougherty, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to cancel the joint worksession set for February 18 with the City of Bayport. Carried 5-0.

X. Adjourn: Councilmember Liljegren, seconded by Councilmember Johnson, moved to adjourn at 7:44 p.m.  Carried 5-0.
Respectfully submitted,


Approved as to Content and Form,

Jennifer Pinski




Mary McComber
City Clerk




Mayor

