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I.
Call to Order: Chair Weyer called the meeting to order.  Present: Vice Chair Chirhart, Commissioner Bye, Commissioner Peterson, and Commissioner Thoreson (arrived after Item IV.), City Administrator Johnson, Public Works Director Kegley, Arborist Danielson, and Commission-Liaison Johnson.  Also present: City Planner Scott Richards.  Absent: None.
II.
Approval of Agenda: Vice Chair Chirhart, seconded by Commissioner Bye, moved to 
approve the Agenda.  Carried 4-0.
III.
Approve Parks Commission Minutes – December 17, 2018: Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Vice Chair Chirhart, moved to approve the Minutes.  Carried 4-0.
IV.
Department/Commission Liaison Reports:
A. Arborist: Arborist Danielson reported that Minnesota Native Landscapes was awarded the prairie maintenance project for 2019 at the last City Council meeting.
B. Public Works Director: Public Works Director Kegley reported the Public Works Department was working on routine maintenance.
C.
Other / Commission Liaison Reports: Commission-Liaison Johnson reported that she was appointed the liaison for the Parks Commission at the January 8 City Council meeting.  She also reported that Gina Zeuli was extended an offer to continue the summer park program. 

City Administrator Johnson reported that the holiday event was held on December 28, 2018 at Cover Park, and according to summer park program coordinator Gina Zeuli, there were about 20 to 25 attendees.  He also reported he emailed the Parks Commission the central greenway document.  
V.
Visitor/Public Comment: None
VI.
Public Hearings: None 
VII.
Old Business:
A. Comprehensive Plan – Parks and Trails: City Planner Richards provided an update of the parks and trails section of the Comprehensive Plan.  He stated the City Council approved sending the plan to the Metropolitan Council at their last meeting.  Vice Chair Chirhart, seconded by Commissioner Bye, moved to recommend the section be sent to the Metropolitan Council with the rest of the Comprehensive Plan.  Carried 5-0.

VIII.
New Business:
A. RFP – Drinking Fountains: Public Works Director Kegley reported that the Parks Commission had expressed interest in having a drinking fountain at Oak Park Crossing Park.  Kegley provided the Parks Commission with a draft RFP.  He said the plan was to finalize the RFP, submit it to contractors, and come back to the Parks Commission with results.  Chair Weyer said the Parks Commission discussed having a drinking fountain at Swager Park as well.  City Administrator Johnson suggested the RFP could include an alternate to add a fountain at Swager Park.  
B. Observation Tower – Oak Park Crossing Park: City Administrator Johnson reported that Councilmember Dougherty contacted the City about the possibility of an observation tower at Oak Park Crossing Park.  He requested the Parks Commission discuss the possibility.  The Parks Commission thought Oak Park Crossing Park was a great location for a lookout tower.  Commissioner Peterson requested a rendering showing what the tower would look like at the park to make sure it was aesthetically pleasing and a review on structural safety.  

Chair Weyer, seconded by Vice Chair Chirhart, moved to send the lookout tower to the City Council for more research and investigation.  Carried 5-0.    
IX.
Annual Meeting of the Parks Commission

Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Thoreson, moved to adjourn the regular meeting and convene the annual meeting.  Carried 5-0.

Vice Chair Chirhart, seconded by Commissioner Thoreson, moved to re-appoint Chair Weyer as Chairman.  Carried 5-0.

Chair Weyer, seconded by Commissioner Bye, moved to re-appoint Commissioner Chirhart as Vice Chair.  Carried 5-0.

X.
Reconvene Regular Meeting
Chair Weyer, seconded by Commission Peterson, moved to reconvene the regular meeting.  Carried 5-0.
XI.
Informational:
A. Next Meeting: Monday, February 25 at 6:00 p.m. at City Hall  

B. Upcoming Council Meeting:  Tuesday, February 26 at 6:00 p.m. at City Hall

XII.
Adjournment: Chair Weyer, seconded by Commissioner Bye, moved to adjourn.  Carried 5-0.
Respectfully submitted,
Jennifer Pinski 
City Clerk
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