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CITY OF OAK PARK HEIGHTS

TUESDAY, JANUARY 22, 2019
CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
I. Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance/Approval of Agenda: Mayor McComber called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  Present: Councilmembers Dougherty, Johnson, Liljegren and Runk.  Staff present: City Administrator Johnson, City Clerk Pinski, City Attorney Vierling, City Planner Richards, and City Engineer Mann.  Absent: None.
Councilmember Liljegren, seconded by Councilmember Runk, moved to approve the Agenda.  Carried 4-0.  
II. Council/Staff Reports: 
A. Mayor McComber: She reported she attended the Minnesota Mayor’s Association Board of Directors meeting, the League of Minnesota City Board of Directors meeting, and the Minnesota Association of Small Cities Board of Directors meeting the previous week.  She also reported she attended a conference call with the Coalition of Utility Cities on January 18, she had an NLC Transportation Committee meeting on January 23, she would be attending the upcoming Mankato Newly Elected Officials Conference on January 25, the Plymouth Experienced Elected Officials Conference on February 1, the Minnesota Women in City Government Board of Directors meeting on February 8, and the Xcel Energy Integrated Resource Plan meetings on February 11 and February 12.
B. Councilmember Dougherty: He reported he also participated in the Coalition of Utility Cities conference call.
C. Councilmember Johnson: She reported she attended the most recent Planning Commission meeting, and the Parks Commission’s next meeting was set for January 28.  She said she participated in the NLC Energy, Environment, and Natural Resources Committee conference call and will be attending the Newly Elected Officials Conference.
D. Councilmember Liljegren: He reported he attended the last Planning Commission meeting, and the next meeting was set for February 14.
E. Councilmember Runk: He reported he attended the Brown’s Creek Watershed District and Middle St. Croix Watershed Management Organization meetings.  He also reported he attended the Washington County open house on Highway 36/Manning the previous week.
F. Staff: City Clerk Pinski reported that Lawrence Schneider at 14391 57th Street North was chosen as the recycling award winner.
III. Visitors/Public Comment: None
IV.
Consent Agenda: 
A. Approve Bills & Investments
B. Approve City Council Minutes – January 8, 2018
C. Award 2019 Prairie Restoration Project to Minnesota Native Landscapes, Inc.
D. Approve Summer Park Programming for 2019 – Position & Events
E. Approve Resolution Vacating Drainage and Utility Easement Located in the Ridgecrest Oak Park Heights Plat 

Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Johnson, moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Roll call vote taken.  Carried 5-0.  

V. Public Hearings: None
VI. Old Business: None
VII.
New Business: 
A. City Utility Update – 2018 Comprehensive Plan Elements: City Engineer Mann provided an update on the water plan, the sanitary sewer plan, and the stormwater plan.  Councilmember Liljegren, seconded by Councilmember Dougherty, moved to approve the plans.  Carried 5-0.
B. 2018 Comprehensive Plan – Submission to Metropolitan Council: City Planner Richards reported that the Comprehensive Plan was sent to the Metropolitan Council and comments were received back.  He said staff subsequently made some changes to the plan and maps, and the Planning Commission reviewed the changes and recommended they be submitted.  He said the next step was to send the updated plan back to the Metropolitan Council.
Jim Kremer, 5475 Oakgreen Place North, was present at the meeting and said he thought the City Council should ask the Metropolitan Council to spend more time working with the City on future planning rather than telling the City what changes to make.

Councilmember Johnson, seconded by Councilmember Runk, moved to approve the Resolution to submit the plans.  Roll call vote taken.  Carried 5-0.

C. 58th Street Improvements – Approve Plans and Specifications: Councilmember Liljegren, seconded by Councilmember Johnson, moved to approve the proposal for engineering services.  Carried 5-0.

Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to approve the plans and specifications and authorize bids.  Carried 5-0.
D. Coalition of Utility Cities – Possible Position of Support: Shane Zahrt from Flaherty & Hood, on behalf of the Coalition of Utility Cities, reported that the draft Resolution in the City Council packet came out of discussions on HF1985.  He reviewed the memo in the City Council packet on the proposal and transition aid.  Councilmember Runk asked if a bill had been drawn up yet and if there were sponsors.  Zahrt responded that the bill had not been drawn up, but there were continued conversations with stakeholders, and they were in the process of educating new representatives of host communities on the complex issues. 

Councilmember Dougherty, seconded by Councilmember Johnson, moved to approve the Resolution.  Roll call vote taken.  Carried 5-0.  
VIII. Other Council Items or Announcements: None
IX. Adjourn: Councilmember Liljegren, seconded by Councilmember Runk, moved to adjourn at 6:39 p.m.  Carried 5-0. 
Respectfully submitted,


Approved as to Content and Form,

Jennifer Pinski
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Mayor

