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CITY OF OAK PARK HEIGHTS

TUESDAY, JANUARY 14, 2020
CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
I. Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance/Approval of Agenda: Mayor McComber called the meeting to order at 6:09 p.m.  Present: Councilmembers Johnson, Liljegren and Runk.  Staff present: City Administrator Johnson, Police Chief DeRosier, City Clerk Pinski, City Attorney Kevin Sandstrom, City Planner Richards, and City Engineer Mann.  Absent: Councilmember Dougherty.
Councilmember Johnson, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to approve the Agenda. Carried 4-0.
II. Council/Staff Reports: 
A. Mayor McComber: She reported she attended a meeting with Representative Christensen and Senator Housley on January 6, the Coalition of Utility Cities meeting on January 8, and the Community Corrections Advisory Committee meeting on January 14. She said there was a Ribbon Cutting at Panera Bread scheduled for January 15, she would be attending the Minnesota Mayors Association meeting and the League of Minnesota Board of Directors meeting on January 16, a conference call with the Center for Energy and Environment on January 17, conference calls for the National League of Cities Transportation Committee, the Minnesota Association of Small Cities board meeting on January 23, and the Advanced Elected Officials Conference on January 24 through 25. She also said the JAZB open house was set for January 23 at 5:30 pm at Oakland Junior High, and she attended the visitations for Carolyn Abrahamson and Dave Magnuson. 
B. Councilmember Dougherty: Absent.
C. Councilmember Johnson: No report.
D. Councilmember Liljegren: He reported the Planning Commission meeting for January was cancelled.
E. Councilmember Runk: He reported he attended the CVB meeting and the Middle St. Croix Watershed District meeting.
F. Staff: City Clerk Pinski reported that Lynne McMullen of 15098 64th Street North was chosen as the recycling award winner.
III. Visitors/Public Comment: None
IV.
Consent Agenda: 
A. Approve Bills & Investments
B. Approve Correction to Check Numbers on December 10, 2019 Approval of Bills

C. Approve City Council Worksession Notes – December 10, 2019

D. Approve City Council Minutes – December, 2019
E. Approve Resolution Appointing Professional Consultants for 2020
F. Approve Resolution Designating Stillwater Gazette as Official Newspaper for Publications in 2020

G. Approve Resolution Authorizing the St. Paul Pioneer Press as the Alternate Newspaper for Publications in 2020

H. Approve 2020 Tobacco License Renewal for Keep it Growing LLC

I. Approve Mr. George Hoeppner to City Parks and Trails Commission

J. Approve Purchase of Finance/Laserfiche Server

Councilmember Liljegren, seconded by Councilmember Runk, moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Roll call vote taken.  Carried 4-0.  

V. Public Hearings: None
VI. Old Business: 

A. Appropriation of City Resources for Medical Responses: Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to table to the next meeting. Carried 4-0.
VII.
New Business: 
A. Allen S. King Plant Decommissioning and Reuse Advisory and Concept Visioning Committee and Related Actions: Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to approve a Resolution forming an advisory panel. Roll call vote taken. Carried 4-0.
City Administrator Johnson said staff proposed a $100,000 allocation from the 2019 undesignated fund balance to a special account fund for the process. 

Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Johnson, moved to establish a fund and transfer the money. Carried 4-0.
Councilmember Liljegren, seconded by Councilmember Runk, moved to approve a Resolution supporting a grant application to the Washington County Community Development Agency. Roll call vote taken. Carried 4-0.
B. Approve 2020 Liquor License Renewal for Fiesta Cancun Stillwater and Discuss Compliance Violation: City Clerk Pinski reported that Fiesta Cancun Stillwater submitted their annual renewal paperwork at a date that was past the deadline. She indicated she notified the applicant in person and in writing that their 2019 license would expire on December 31, 2019, and they would not have a 2020 license until after approval by the City Council at their first meeting in January.  City Clerk Pinski recommended approval of the license renewal. She also said that a compliance check was completed by the Oak Park Heights Police Department, and the restaurant was serving alcohol during the lapse in their license which is a violation of the City Ordinance. Elena Alvarez, owner of Fiesta Cancun Stillwater, was present at the meeting and said there was a misunderstanding that resulted in the violation. 

Councilmember Johnson, seconded by Councilmember Runk, moved to approve the license renewal. Carried 4-0.

Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Johnson, moved to impose a $500 sanction for the violation. Carried 4-0.
C. Lookout Trail – Turnback Agreement – MNDOT/OPH: City Administrator Johnson reported an agreement was provided in the City Council packet. He said there were still a few things to check out with stormwater issues and the Middle St. Croix Watershed District. He requested approval of the agreement pending further information.
David Beaudet, 6400 Lookout Trail, was present at the meeting and said the following items were not listed in the reconstruction cost estimate: the 87-year-old storm sewer piping under Lookout Trail at 62nd Street; the 60-year-old concrete trench on the west side of Lookout Trail; the 600 feet of  57-year-old 48-inch pipe that was constructed with used pipe on the west side of Lookout Trail; the 100 feet of 60-year-old metal piping to the north of 6400 Lookout Trail in the unrecorded State of Minnesota stormwater utility easement; and the 100 foot 12-inch 60-year-old metal pipe down the hill near 6400 Lookout Trail. He asked if the City was going to the be the responsible party to pay for the cost to replace that infrastructure in the future. He also said with the hill facing north and being a school bus route, the road would be expensive to maintain as it was a nearly half mile road with a 5.3 percent slope. 
City Engineer Mann said that the nature of the reconstruction cost estimate was preliminary and there were contingencies in there. 

Councilmember Johnson, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to table to the next meeting. Carried 4-0.
D. Approve Out-of-State Travel – NLC Congressional City Summit: Mayor McComber, seconded by Councilmember Runk, moved to approve Councilmember Johnson’s request to go to Washington, D.C. for the NLC Summit. Carried 4-0.
VIII. Other Council Items or Announcements: None
IX. Closed Session 
A. Discussion on Land Acquisition for Backage Road Project: Mayor McComber reported that staff had no further information so there was not a need to adjourn to a closed session.
Councilmember Liljegren, seconded by Councilmember Johnson, moved to table until the City Administrator had more information. Carried 4-0.

X. Adjourn: Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Johnson, moved to adjourn at 6:46 p.m.  Carried 4-0.
Respectfully submitted,
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