
July 12th , 2012 

***PRESS RELEASE*** 

ISSUED BY:  The City of Oak Park Heights 

RE:  St. Croix River Crossing Project 

On July 2nd 2012, the Minnesota Department of Transportation provided to the City of Oak Park Heights 
“construction plans and specifications” for the City’s continued review of the St. Croix River Crossing 
Project. With the receipt of these documents, the City will be reviewing and providing commentary to 
the Department regarding these plans. Through this process, there continues to be challenging issues 
related to identifying the funding sources necessary to the City which arise as the project moves 
forward. 

Both the City Council and MNDOT as well as other local State and County representatives have worked 
positively together to refine many issues to date and despite challenges, have reduced the City TOTAL 
cost burdens from the initial estimate of $20,000,000. For example, initial and preliminary costs 
estimates for utility relocations alone ranged from $766,000 to $11.9 million depending on project 
scope. With the City’s completion of its 30% Utility Study, this amount has been refined to the 
$6,000,000 range.  

In addition, MNDOT has now indicated that they will not be seeking financial commitments from the 
City for installation or maintenance costs for the numerous ponding and storm sewer requirements, 
frontage roadway maintenance, future trail replacements or signalization installation costs. These costs 
will further reduce the City’s cost exposure for the Project by as much as $5,000,000. And, in a another 
recent solution reached through the continued discussion, was the final decision by MNDOT to maintain 
the Omaha Ave. egress/ingress from and onto STH 36. The City does thank MNDOT for making these 
vital and necessary decisions. 

As other challenges still remain, the City Council will continue to pursue finding financial and layout 
solutions with the Minnesota Department of Transportation and local legislators that would protect the 
City and that would produce a viable Project for City residents, businesses as well as MNDOT.  In the 
interim, the public should be seeing MNDOT crews performing various soil borings throughout the City 
as well as survey crews delineating the Project limits. City staff are preparing for contingencies related to 
utility relocations in the frontage roads, trail layouts and overhead power-line burial.  

 

Please contact Eric Johnson, City Administrator at 651-439-4439 for any questions you may have. 
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