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I.
Call to Order: Chair Bye called the meeting to order.  Present: Commissioners Johnson and Norton, City Administrator Johnson, Public Works Director Kegley, and Commission-Liaison McComber. Absent: Vice-Chair Weyer and Arborist Danielson.
II.
Approval of Agenda: Commissioner Johnson, seconded by Chair Bye, moved to approve the Agenda.  Carried 3-0.  
III.
Approve Parks Commission Minutes – February 22, 2016: Commissioner Norton, seconded by Commissioner Johnson, moved to approve the Minutes.  Carried 3-0.
IV.
Department/Commission Liaison Reports:

A. Arborist: No report.
B.
Public Works Director:  Public Works Director Kegley reported that the summer park attendant position was posted, and the City was accepting applications.  He also reported that George and Lorena of 5450 Nolan Parkway generously donated three bat houses that the City would place in Autumn Hills Park at their request.
C.
Other / Commission Liaison Reports: Commission-Liaison McComber reported the City Clean-up event was set for Saturday, May 7 behind Andersen Corporation.  She also reported that there was a vacancy on the Parks Commission and interested residents should contact City Hall.   

V.
Visitors/Public Comment: None
VI.
Public Hearings: 
A. Mountain Biking Trails Proposal: City Administrator Johnson reported that the Parks Commission set an open house and invited the public to receive more information from Hank Gray, a board member of the Stillwater Area Scholastic Cycling Advocates (SASCA) organization.  Mr. Gray provided a presentation of the trail proposal.  There were several members of the public present at the meeting.  City Administrator Johnson and Commission-Liaison McComber outlined the public process for the project.  Resident Madeline Andera came forward and expressed concern about the proximity of the trails to residential areas.  Judith Chirhart of 14933 57th Street North came forward and stated that she believed her property taxes were a higher rate because her property was adjacent to the park property.  She questioned whether a hydrologist would come because there was a wetland area.  She was also concerned about the distance of the trails to private property.    
Commissioner Norton thanked the public for their comments and for attending the open house.  He stated the Parks Commission would take their comments into consideration, and he suggested the Parks Commission walk through the proposed trail area possibly with Mr. Gray.  Chair Bye stated he would like to view the area and meet with area residents individually.  No action was taken.
VII.
New Business: 
A. Set Spring Parks Walkthrough: Chair Bye, seconded by Commissioner Norton, moved to set the walkthrough for Saturday, April 2, 2016 at 8:30 a.m. beginning at Cover Park.  Carried 3-0.
B. Vending Machine Renewal: Commissioner Norton, seconded by Commissioner Johnson, moved to approve the renewal.  Carried 3-0.
VIII.
Old Business:
A. Capital Improvements Discussion: Chair Bye, seconded by Commissioner Norton, moved to place the discussion item on the next meeting’s agenda.  Carried 3-0.
Commissioner Norton, seconded by Commissioner Johnson, moved to set a worksession for 6 p.m. on April 18 to discuss the walkthrough and to go over comments from the public on the proposed mountain bike trails.  Carried 3-0.
IX.
Informational:
A. Next Meeting: Monday, April 18, 2016 with a worksession at 6 p.m. and the regular meeting at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall 
B. Council Representative: Tuesday, March 22 – Vice-Chair Weyer
C. Playground Idea Image from Commission-Liaison McComber
X.
Adjournment:


Commissioner Norton, seconded by Commissioner Johnson, moved to adjourn.  Carried 3-0.
Respectfully submitted,
Jennifer Pinski
City Clerk
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