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CITY OF OAK PARK HEIGHTS

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2014
CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
I. Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance/Approval of Agenda: Mayor McComber called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.  Present: Councilmembers Dougherty, Liljegren, Swenson, and Runk.  Staff present: City Administrator Johnson, City Attorney Vierling, Finance Director Caruso, City Planner Richards, and City Engineer Reifsteck.  Absent: None.  
Mayor McComber added “Richert, et al vs. Oak Park Heights Matter” as New Business Item G.  

Councilmember Swenson, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to approve the Agenda as amended.  Carried 5-0.

II. Council/Staff Reports: 
A. Mayor McComber: She reported that she and the City Administrator attended the Coalition of Utility Cities conference call regarding DOR last week; that the next Parks Commission meeting was set for October 20; and that she was attending the CVB meeting and the NLC Policy Committee meeting on September 24
B. Councilmember Dougherty: No report
C. Councilmember Liljegren: No report
D. Councilmember Runk: No report
E. Councilmember Swenson: He reported that the Cable Commission was holding off on franchise discussions until it knew which company would be taking over Comcast.
F. Staff: Mayor McComber reported that Fall Clean-up was set for October 4 from 7:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.; Deputy Clerk Pinski reported that Maruice McClurg of 5922 Oxboro Avenue North and Parker VanEaton of 14775 Upper 56th Street North were chosen as the recycling award winners for the month of September; City Administrator Johnson reported that the Police Department was still investigating the bike accident that occurred in Oak Park Heights and requested anyone with information contact Police Chief DeRosier.
III. Visitors/Public Comment: 
None
IV.
Consent Agenda: 
A. Approve Bills & Investments 

B. Approve City Council Minutes – August 26, 2014
C. Approve City Council Minutes – September 9, 2014

D. Approve Boulevard Tree Removal at 14220 55th Street North
E. Approve 2014 – 2015 Snow Plowing Agreement

Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Dougherty, moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Roll call vote taken.  Carried 5-0.
V.
Public Hearings: 
A. Increase in Off-Sale Liquor License and Wine License Fees: Mayor McComber opened the Public Hearing.  No public comments were made.  

Councilmember Swenson, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to close the Public Hearing.  Carried 5-0.
Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to approve the Resolution.  Roll call vote taken.  Carried 5-0.

VI.
Old Business:

A. St. Croix River Crossing Project Update: City Administrator Johnson reported that the north frontage road reconstruction was delayed until spring.
B. Street Reconstruction Project Update: City Engineer Reifsteck reported that the contractor completed curb and gutter in Area E, and bituminous would be installed later that week.  He also reported that the water main was complete in 61st Street Court North, and the water main was installed in Area B.  He stated the project was moving forward and should be substantially completed by October 17.
C. Community Award Committee: Councilmember Swenson suggested staff contact Joe Kohler of Joseph’s Family Restaurant to be on the committee and search for an interested resident by advertising on Facebook and the website. 
VII.
New Business:
A. Schedule Public Comment/Hearing Meeting for Truth in Taxation: Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Swenson, moved to set the Truth in Taxation Hearing for December 9 at 7:00 p.m. in conjunction with the regular meeting.  Carried 5-0.
B. Adopt Resolution Approving the 2015 Proposed Budget and Proposed Tax Levies: Finance Director Caruso reported that the proposed 2015 budget was $5,461,999 which was a 5.49 percent increase over 2014.
Councilmember Swenson, seconded by Councilmember Runk, moved to approve the Resolution.  Roll call vote taken.  Carried 5-0.

C. Pine Grove Gardens – Planned Unit Development – Amendment, Preliminary & Final Plat and Conditional Use Permit: City Planner Richards reported that the request was from Norm Dupre of St. Croix Builders for a revised plan for five townhome units instead of six.  He reviewed his planning report.  Mr. Dupre was present at the meeting and reported that he had met with almost all of the neighbors and they came up with a resolution that he will post a $10,000 bond for curb damage and confirmed that no workers would park in any resident’s spot.
Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to approve the Resolution.  Roll call vote taken.  Carried 5-0.

D. Approve Developer’s Agreement – Palmer Station Development – 13 Single Family Units: Councilmember Swenson, seconded by Councilmember Dougherty, moved to approve the Developer’s Agreement for Palmer Station with changes to the plat.  Carried 5-0.
E. BCWD – Norell Ave. Pond Proposal: Councilmember Runk stated that he supported the BCWD doing the project but could not support a contribution.  Councilmember Swenson agreed.
Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Swenson, moved that Oak Park Heights was on record as supporting the project.  Carried 5-0.

F. Party in the Park 2015: Deputy Clerk Pinski reported that the Party in the Park Committee had recommended that Party in the Park 2015 be held the first Thursday in September.  Councilmember Runk stated that once school started there were many evening activities that would interfere with that date.  Mayor McComber reported that the Party in the Park Committee would meet again and come back to the next City Council meeting.  This item was tabled.
G. Richert, et al vs. Oak Park Heights Matter: City Attorney Vierling reported that the parties in the matter were directed to attend mediation as part of the District Court process.  He stated that the mediator made a recommendation for settlement for a slight adjustment to the assessment amount which the parties tentatively agreed to.  
Councilmember Swenson, seconded by Councilmember Dougherty, moved to allow staff to sign the agreement related to the mediation.  Carried 5-0.

VIII.
Other Council Items or Announcements
None
IX.
Adjournment
Councilmember Swenson, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to adjourn at 7:42 p.m.  Carried 5-0.
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