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CITY OF OAK PARK HEIGHTS

PARKS COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES

Monday, September 15 at City Hall
Parks Commission Minutes
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I.
Call to Order: Chair Hauble called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Present: Vice Chair Eder and Commissioner Viers, City Administrator Johnson, Public Works Director Kegley, Arborist Widin, Summer Park Program Coordinator Zeuli, and Commission Liaison McComber.  Absent: Commissioners Krieger and Bye.
II.
Approval of Agenda: Vice Chair Eder, seconded by Commissioner Viers, moved to approve the Agenda.  Carried 3-0.
III.
Approval of Parks Commission Minutes – August 18, 2014: Commissioner Viers, seconded by Vice Chair Eder, moved to approve the Minutes.  Carried 3-0.
IV.
Department/Commission Liaison Reports:

A. Arborist: Arborist Widin reported that S&S Tree Service completed the tree removal and would be completing the stump grinding.  She also reported that Abrahamson Tree Service completed the tree planting, and she would be checking every site before payment of the invoice.  She stated that letters would be going out to residents who received new trees to remind them to water the trees and maintain the mulch.  Widin also reported that she was working on a fall tree removal list.
Widin reported that she would be working on an update of the tree inventory in the fall and would update the Emerald Ash Borer Management Plan.  She was also working on preparing a list of winter boulevard tree pruning.

B.
Public Works Director: Public Works Director Kegley reported that the City Hall parking lot island landscaping project was complete.  He also reported that the Public Works Department did have a grill for Oak Park Crossing Park which would be installed before the end of the year.  

Kegley reported that the park shelters would be closed the second week in October, and Sentence-to-Serve crews cleared brush at Brekke Park. 

C.
Other / Commission Liaison Reports: Commission Liaison McComber reported that Party in the Park was held September 7, and the Party in the Park committee met and recommended that next year the Party in the Park be on the first Thursday in September from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.  

Summer Park Program Coordinator Zeuli provided the Parks Commissioners with survey responses she received from the summer park program. 
Vice Chair Eder, seconded by Commissioner Viers, moved to accept the Department / Commission Liaison Reports.  Carried 3-0.
V.
Visitors/Public Comment: None.
VI.
Public Hearings: None 
VII.
New Business: 
A. Oak Wilt Management at Valley View Park: Arborist Widin reported that she found oak wilt stress centers in Valley View Park.  She stated that she contacted St. Croix Save-A-Tree for a proposal for trenching for root graft disruption and fungicide injection and received an estimate for $580 for the trenching and $1,700 for the fungicide injection.  She stated her recommendation would be to have the trenching but not the fungicide injection because of the expense and to remove select trees.
Vice Chair Eder, seconded by Chair Eder, moved to proceed with the Arborist’s recommendation to do the trenching and selective removal of the damaged trees in the area.  Carried 3-0.  
VIII.
Old Business:
A. Oak Park Crossing Park Design RFP: City Administrator Johnson reviewed the proposed RFP.  
Vice Chair Eder, seconded by Chair Hauble, moved to direct City staff to proceed with the RFP for publication.  Carried 3-0.
B. Oak Park Crossing Park Sign: Vice Chair Eder stated that the best spot for the sign placement would be where the MNDOT dirt hill was sitting.
Vice Chair Eder, seconded by Chair Hauble, moved to table to the October meeting.  Carried 3-0.

C. Set Oak Park Crossing Park Ribbon Cutting: Tabled to the October meeting along with the sign placement discussion.
IX.
Informational:
A. Next Meeting: Monday, October 20, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall
B. Fall Clean-up: Saturday, October 4, 2014, 7:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. at Andersen             

Corporation
C. Council Representative: Tuesday, September 23 – Commissioner Bye
X.
Adjournment:

Vice Chair Eder, seconded by Chair Hauble, moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:32 p.m.  Carried 3-0.
Respectfully submitted,
Jennifer Pinski
Deputy Clerk
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