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CITY OF OAK PARK HEIGHTS

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2014
CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
I. Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance/Approval of Agenda: Mayor McComber called the meeting to order at 7:17 p.m.  Present: Councilmembers Dougherty, Liljegren, Swenson, and Runk.  Staff present: City Administrator Johnson, City Attorney Vierling, Public Works Director Kegley, Police Chief DeRosier, and City Engineer Reifsteck.  Absent: City Planner Richards.  
Mayor McComber moved Item A under Closed Session to New Business as Item D and added “Approve Resolution Authorizing Receipt of Donations for Party in the Park” as New Business Item E.  

Councilmember Swenson, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to approve the Agenda as amended.  Carried 5-0.

II. Council/Staff Reports: 
A. Mayor McComber: She reported that Party in the Park was held September 7; the next Parks Commission meeting was set for September 15; there was a Mayor for a Day Contest through LMC and information would be posted on the City’s website; and Fall Clean-up was set for October 4, 2014.
B. Councilmember Dougherty: He reported that the Middle St. Croix Watershed Management Organization held its open house on September 2, and the CVB was working on their budget and their next meeting was September 24.
C. Councilmember Liljegren: He reported that the next Planning Commission meeting was set for September 11 with a Public Hearing on the Pine Grove Gardens PUD/Preliminary and Final Plat Approval. 
D. Councilmember Runk: No report.
E. Councilmember Swenson: He reported that the next Cable Commission meeting was September 17.
F. Staff: Public Works Director Kegley reported that a routine test of the water system on August 25 detected bacteria on the east side of the City.  He stated that on August 29, the system was chlorinated and they stopped the feed on September 7.  He stated a follow-up test would be conducted by the Department of Health on September 15. 
Mayor McComber reported that she had been receiving calls from residents that they were receiving a letter on pipe warranties from another agency different than the one the City partnered with.

III. Visitors/Public Comment: 
Mayor McComber presented the Community Award to Andersen Corporation and noted that another award was given to Dick and Judy Tunender at Party in the Park.
IV.
Consent Agenda: 
A. Approve Bills & Investments 

B. Authorize Staff to Renew Safe Assure Contract 2014-2015
C. Approve 4th Payment Request for Hardrives, Inc. – Street Reconstruction
Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Dougherty, moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Roll call vote taken.  Carried 5-0.
V.
Public Hearings: 

None
VI.
Old Business:

A. St. Croix River Crossing Project Update: Mayor McComber reported that Oakgreen Avenue between 58th Street and Highway 36 would be closed for 25 days and Lookout Trail would reopen on September 15.
B. Street Reconstruction Project Update: City Engineer Reifsteck reported that New Look, the utility subcontractor, completed utilities in Area E and would get the subgrade ready for curb and gutter early next week.  He stated that temporary water was set up in 61st Street Court so that will be the area they will work on next.  Reifsteck also reported that the contractor felt confident that Area B curb and gutter would be complete by the end of October, and they should have pavement in most areas by October 17.
C. Oren Ave – Water Main Replacement: City Administrator Johnson reported that Stantec received two bids, and both were over $100,000.  City Attorney Vierling reported that staff felt that the quotes would come in under $100,000.  He stated that statute required a formal bidding process for projects over $100,000, but the City could award any bid that is 25 percent of the prime contract to the existing contractor, so the City could award the bid to Hardrives that evening as a change order.  He stated another option would be to seek out two other bids under $100,000.
City Administrator Johnson added that the City Council could take action to authorize staff to make the award so long as it met statutory requirements.
Councilmember Swenson, seconded by Councilmember Dougherty, moved to authorize staff to proceed with securing the contracts.  Carried 5-0. 
VII.
New Business:
A. Consider Appointment of New Full-Time Police Officer: Police Chief DeRosier outlined the hiring process and the hiring committee’s recommendation.  
Councilmember Liljegren, seconded by Councilmember Swenson, moved to appoint Jenna Hicks as the new full-time officer.  Carried 5-0.

B. 2015 – 2019 City Wide Refuse and Recycling – RFP: City Administrator Johnson reported that the City issued an RFP in June 2014 and received two quotes.  
Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to authorize staff to engage in a final negotiation with Tennis Sanitation, LLC to finalize the 2015 – 2019 Solid Waste and Recycling Collection Contract and once completed authorize its final execution.  Carried 5-0.

C. Consider Water Tower #2 Sprint Lease Amendment – Concept: City Administrator Johnson reported that Sprint requested to install three additional antennas on Water Tower #2.

Councilmember Swenson, seconded by Councilmember Dougherty, moved to direct staff to authorize three additional antennas.  Carried 5-0.
D. Labor Discussion – Related to Grievance Matter Step Process: City Attorney Vierling reported that pursuant to the City’s contracts with the unions, certain individuals have to be designated during the various steps of the grievance process.  He stated that staff was requesting that under Step 3 of the contract with the Law Enforcement Labor Services that the City Administrator be designated by the City Council as the Step 3 representative to conduct those discussions.

Councilmember Swenson, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to authorize the City Administrator to step into that position.  Carried 5-0. 

E. Approve Resolution Authorizing Receipt of Donations for Party in the Park: Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to approve the Resolution.  Roll call vote taken.  Carried 5-.0
VIII.
Other Council Items or Announcements
None
IX.
Closed Session
A. MOVED TO NEW BUSINESS AS ITEM D
B. City Administrator Annual Review: City Attorney Vierling reported that the City Council would go into closed session pursuant to Minnesota Statute 13.D. to conclude the annual review of the City Administrator and would announce any action in open session.  He reported that pursuant to statute, the closed session would be recorded, and the recording would be maintained for two years.
Councilmember Swenson, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to close the meeting.  Carried 5-0.

Mayor McComber reopened the meeting.  City Attorney Vierling reported that the survey results were positive.  No action was taken.
X.
Adjournment
Councilmember Swenson, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to adjourn at 8:13 p.m.  Carried 5-0.
Respectfully submitted,


Approved as to Content and Form,

Jennifer Pinski




Mary McComber
Deputy Clerk




Mayor

