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CITY OF OAK PARK HEIGHTS

TUESDAY, AUGUST 26, 2014
CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
I. Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance/Approval of Agenda: Mayor McComber called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Present: Councilmembers Dougherty, Liljegren, Swenson, and Runk.  Staff present: City Attorney Vierling, Public Works Director Kegley, and City Engineer Reifsteck.  Absent: City Administrator Johnson and City Planner Richards.  
Councilmember Dougherty, seconded by Councilmember Swenson, moved to approve the Agenda.  Carried 5-0.

II. Council/Staff Reports: 
A. Mayor McComber: She reported she attended the August 26 summer program at the park which was well attended.  She thanked Summer Park Program Coordinator Zeuli for her work.  

McComber also reported that she attended the August 18 Tree City USA tree planting; that the sign for Oak Park Crossing Park was ready to be installed, that the Mayor’s for Municipal Roles Strategic Planning meeting was set for August 28; there was a street reconstruction neighborhood meeting set for August 28 at 6:00 p.m. at Valley View Park; and Fall Clean-up Day was set for October 4.  She also reported that she saw a thank-you in the paper to the Police Department for helping with a stolen purse case.  

Councilmember Swenson requested that staff send a letter to the officer involved on behalf of the City Council thanking him or her.
B. Councilmember Dougherty: He reported the Middle St. Croix Watershed Management Organization’s open house was set for September 2 from 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. at the Bayport Library.
C. Councilmember Liljegren: No report.
D. Councilmember Runk: No report.
E. Councilmember Swenson: He reported that the Cable Commission met the previous Thursday.  He also reported that he had heard a lot of complaints about Q3 workers taking breaks on residents’ yards and leaving open holes for too long.  City Engineer Reifsteck responded that he would contact Q3.  Councilmember Swenson requested he get a response and forward that to the City Council.
F. Staff: Deputy Clerk Pinski reported that Party in the Park was set for September 7.  She also reported on the recycling award winners.
III. Visitors/Public Comment: 
None
IV.
Consent Agenda: 
A. Approve Bills & Investments 

B. Approve City Council Minutes – August 13, 2014
C. Approve Boulevard Tree Removal at 14249 55th Street North
D. Approve Kennel Permit for Julie Praus of 14566 57th Street North
E. Reimburse $725.38 to Jennifer Bye – June 14, 2014 Storm Related Damages
F. Approve Labor Contract Amendment #1 for Implementation of Health Savings Account Proposal and Approve Separation from South Central Services Cooperative
Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Roll call vote taken.  Carried 5-0.
V.
Public Hearings: 

None
VI.
Old Business:

A. St. Croix River Crossing Project Update: Mayor McComber reported that MNDOT had issued press releases, and residents can visit the St. Croix Crossing website for updates.  Councilmember Runk reported that Oakgreen Avenue between 58th Street and Highway 36 was set to be closed for approximately 25 days.  Mayor McComber added that local residents and businesses were contacted about the closure.
B. Street Reconstruction Project Update: City Engineer Reifsteck reported that the contractor had completed the water main work in Area E and would move onto storm sewer.  He stated that after the utilities were completed, they would bring in the subgrade.  Reifsteck reported that the subcontractor completion date for Area E was September 2 and he would send a reminder letter. 
VII.
New Business:
A. 2014 Community Award Nominations: Deputy Clerk Pinski reported that two nominations were received.  Mayor McComber suggested making a quarterly award.  Councilmembers Dougherty and Liljegren stated they liked it to remain as an annual award.  Mayor McComber suggested an award committee with Deputy Clerk Pinski, Mayor McComber, Councilmember Swenson, and a resident.  She suggested coming back at the next meeting with thoughts on who should be on the committee.
Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to approve the two nominees as the award winners.  Carried 5-0.

B. RCM Pothole Hot Patching: Public Works Director Kegley requested approval.  Councilmember Swenson, seconded by Councilmember Dougherty, moved to approve.  Carried 5-0.
C. 55th Street Drainage Correction Project: Public Works Director Kegley reported that he was seeking authorization for staff to issue an RFQ to repair a perpetual drainage problem in front of 14250 55th Street North, and allow Stantec up to $1,000 to draft a plan for the project.
Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Swenson, moved to approve the project as outlined by the Public Works Director with a total project cost of $15,000.  Carried 5-0.

D. Palmer Station Development – Engineering Services: City Engineer Reifsteck requested approval of Task 1 as outlined in his proposal with an hourly not to exceed $22,681.  City Attorney Vierling stated they were drafting an escrow agreement.

Councilmember Swenson, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to authorize the development of the process according to the recommendation by the engineer.  Carried 5-0.
VIII.
Other Council Items or Announcements
None
IX.
Adjournment
Councilmember Swenson, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to adjourn at 7:30 p.m.  Carried 5-0.
Respectfully submitted,


Approved as to Content and Form,

Jennifer Pinski




Mary McComber
Deputy Clerk




Mayor

