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PARKS COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES

Monday, August 18 at City Hall
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I.
Call to Order: Vice Chair Eder called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.  Present: Commissioners Krieger, Viers, and Bye, City Administrator Johnson, Public Works Director Kegley, Arborist Widin, Summer Park Program Coordinator Zeuli, and Commission Liaison McComber.  Absent: Chair Hauble.
II.
Approval of Agenda: Commissioner Krieger, seconded by Commissioner Viers, moved to approve the Agenda.  Carried 4-0.
III.
Approval of Parks Commission Minutes –July 21 2014: Commissioner Viers, seconded by Commissioner Bye, moved to approve the Minutes.  Carried 4-0.
IV.
Department/Commission Liaison Reports:

A. Arborist: Arborist Widin reported that the Tree City USA Ceremonial Tree Planting was held at Autumn Hills Park that evening, and the City has been a Tree City for over 30 years. Widin also reported that tree removal and stump grinding work was awarded to S&S Tree Service, and there will be one more removal list for fall.  She also reported that she would be investigating for possible Oak Wilt in Valley View Park.

She reported that Abrahamson Nurseries was awarded the bid for boulevard tree planting which would take place that month.  She said she has also been receiving calls from residents on nuisance trees, so she was responding to those calls.    
B.
Public Works Director: Public Works Director Kegley reported that Xcel Energy shut off gas to Cover Park because they found a small leak and a faulty safety switch.  He reported that the issues were resolved, the gas was turned back on, and the shelter was ready for winter use.  Kegley also reported that the Public Works Department trimmed some low-hanging trees in Valley View, they ordered mulch for the Brekke and Valley View playgrounds, and have been conducting standard maintenance.
C.
Other / Commission Liaison Reports: Commission Liaison McComber reported that the Fall Clean-up was set for Saturday, October 4 at Andersen Corporation parking lot.   
Commissioner Krieger, seconded by Commissioner Viers, moved to accept the Department / Commission Liaison Reports.  Carried 4-0.
V.
Visitors/Public Comment: None.
VI.
Public Hearings: None 
VII.
New Business: 
A. Grills at Oak Park Crossing Park: Commission Liaison McComber stated she received an inquiry from a resident about installing grills at Oak Park Crossing Park.  Commissioner Bye suggested one grill would be enough near the shelter
Vice Chair Eder, seconded by Commissioner Viers, moved to direct staff to install a grill near the shelter at Oak Park Crossing Park if they have one in inventory.  Carried 4-0.  
B. City Arborist RFP: City Administrator Johnson reported that Arborist Widin will be retiring at the end of 2014.  He stated he put together a proposed RFP with Widin’s input.
Vice Chair Eder, seconded by Commissioner Krieger, moved to direct staff to proceed with the posting for the Arborist position.  Carried 4-0.
C. Park Bench Donation Request: Commission Liaison McComber reported that she received a request from Joyce Simonson to donate a park bench in memory of her late husband.  She stated that the thought was to install the bench somewhere near the entrance of the new park.  Vice Chair Eder thanked Joyce Simonson for thinking of the parks for her donation.  
Vice Chair Eder, seconded by Commissioner Viers, moved to direct staff to come back with a couple of options for a park bench that fits with her criteria of what she was looking for.  Carried 4-0.
VIII.
Old Business:
A. City Hall Parking Lot Roundabouts Update: Public Works Director Kegley reported that the Public Works Department was in the process of landscaping the roundabouts.  Kegley stated that Arborist Widin had recommended a Japanese Lilac instead of a pine for the south roundabout.
Vice Chair Eder, seconded by Commissioner Krieger, moved to go with the Arborist’s recommendation for a Japanese Lilac to be planted in the south roundabout instead of a pine tree.  Carried 4-0.
B. Oak Park Crossing Park Sign Location: Vice Chair Eder reported that the Parks Commission met at Oak Park Crossing Park prior to the Parks Commission meeting to look at possible sign locations.  He stated it appeared that the north east corner of the entrance to the parking lot was the best location for the sign.  He stated there was a large pile of dirt in that location, so staff should work with MNDOT to have that dirt pile moved so the sign could be installed.  City Administrator Johnson reported that MNDOT was trying to work with Xcel Energy to have the pile moved.
C. Set Oak Park Crossing Park Ribbon Cutting: The Parks Commission discussed possibly having the ribbon cutting in conjunction with a summer park program.  He suggested contacting Gina Zeuli regarding her 2015 schedule.  

Vice Chair Eder, seconded by Commissioner Viers, moved to table to the September meeting seeking further input from Gina Zeuli on summer park program dates.  Carried 4-0. 
City Administrator Johnson reported that he contacted someone with the Eagle Scouts to design a kiosk for the park.  He stated they will put together a summary on the cost to build.

IX.
Informational:
A. Next Meeting: Monday, September 15, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall
B. Party in the Park: Sunday, September 7, 2014, 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. at Brekke Park
C. Council Representative: Tuesday, August 26 – Commissioner Hauble
X.
Adjournment:

Commissioner Viers, seconded by Commissioner Krieger, moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:27 p.m.  Carried 4-0.
Respectfully submitted,
Jennifer Pinski
Deputy Clerk
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