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CITY OF OAK PARK HEIGHTS

TUESDAY, JULY 22, 2014
CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
I. Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance/Approval of Agenda: Mayor McComber called the meeting to order at 7:17 p.m.  Present: Councilmembers Dougherty, Liljegren, Swenson, and Runk.  Staff present: City Administrator Johnson, City Attorney Vierling, Public Works Director Kegley, City Planner Richards, and City Engineer Reifsteck.  Absent: None.  
Mayor McComber added “Authorize the Filing of a Permit for Park Sign Installation – Oak Park Crossing Park” as Consent Agenda Item G, “Authorize the Purchase of Two Picnic Tables for Swager Park” as Consent Agenda Item H, “Authorize the 2014 Ragnar Relay Event” as Consent Agenda Item I, “Set Public Hearing for Increase in On-Sale Liquor and Wine License Fees” as New Business Item C, and “Consider RFP for Development of Oak Park Crossing Park – Final Layout Plan” as New Business Item D.
Councilmember Swenson, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to approve the Agenda as amended.  Carried 5-0.

II. Council/Staff Reports: 
A. Mayor McComber: She reported that the Playful City USA playground build was held July 12, and she thanked the volunteers.  She stated that the Parks Commission meeting was held July 21, and the next Parks Commission meeting was set for August 18 at 7:00 p.m.  She also reported that the Tree City USA ceremonial tree planting was scheduled for August 18 at 6:00 p.m. at Autumn Hills Park and she would be attending the NLC Steering Committee meetings in St. Paul. 
B. Councilmember Dougherty: He reported he attended the Middle St. Croix Watershed Management Organization meeting to work on long-range planning, and he would be attending the Water Resources Meeting on July 24.
C. Councilmember Liljegren: He reported that the Playful City USA playground build was a success and thanked the volunteers and Joseph’s Family Restaurant for the lunch donation.
D. Councilmember Runk: No report.
E. Councilmember Swenson: He thanked the Police Department and community members for their role in finding a missing child safe.
F. Staff: Deputy Clerk Pinski reported that Christine Shelley of 5711 Penrose Avenue North was chosen as the recycling award winner.

III. Visitors/Public Comment: 
None
IV.
Consent Agenda: 
A. Approve Bills & Investments 

B. Approve City Council Minutes – July 8, 2014
C. Approve Permits for Temporary On-Sale Liquor License for VFW Post 323 at Washington County Fairgrounds on July 30 – 31 and August 1 – 3, 2014
D. Accept Quotes and Award Tree Planting Bid to Abrahamson Nurseries
E. Accept Quotes and Award Tree Removal Bid to S&S Tree and Landscape Specialists

F. Authorize Contract with Stripe Right for Traffic Control Street Line Painting

G. Authorize the Filing of a Permit for Park Sign Installation – Oak Park Crossing Park

H. Authorize the Purchase of Two Picnic Tables for Swager Park

I. Authorize the 2014 Ragnar Relay Event
Councilmember Liljegren, seconded by Councilmember Runk, moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Roll call vote taken.  Carried 5-0.
V.
Public Hearings: 

None
VI.
Old Business:

A. St. Croix River Crossing Project Update: Jon Chiglo from MNDOT reported that traffic was moved to the new west bound lanes on Highway 36.  He stated that work on the south frontage road would begin in September.
B. Street Reconstruction Project Update: City Engineer Reifsteck reported that the contractor finished installing water services on Olene and Perkins and they were preparing the subgrade for Class 5 and getting it ready for curb and gutter the following week.  He stated that the temporary water main at Penfield and Penrose passed the tests and the water main work would commence.
C. North Frontage Road Realignment: City Administrator Johnson provided the City Council with two draft Resolution: one endorsing the project with no turnback and the other endorsing the project and agreeing to turnback with conditions.  Councilmember Dougherty requested that the latter Resolution note that the turnback would occur no sooner than three years from substantial competition.  City Attorney Vierling noted that he would add a reference to the project number as to substantial completion.  Councilmember Swenson stated that he wanted the realignment to occur, but could not support the cost to the City.  Councilmember Dougherty stated that the opportunity to change the area was at that time as MNDOT would not move the road if the City did not take the road over.  Councilmember Liljegren questioned why the area wasn’t changed in 2012 as part of the St. Croix River Crossing plan.  Councilmember Runk stated that the City could not afford the risk.  He said it was a lot of money, and it was not clear whether the County was going to build a median and to what standards.
Jon Chiglo of MNDOT stated that it was a safety concern and also would improve access.  He stated that TED funds were available and that if the City Council did not agree to the turnback, MNDOT would instruct the contractors to reconstruct the area as it was.  He stated the likelihood of reinvesting in the future was not high.  Councilmember Runk noted that if the City did not receive State Aid assistance, and that if the City took over the road, it would leave the burden entirely on the citizens.  Councilmember Dougherty stated that the project would increase the values of the commercial businesses and increase tax capacity.  Jim Leonard of Fury Motors stated that the benefit of the realignment was to promote redevelopment and increase taxes.  Mayor McComber stated that she saw the project as an opportunity that would not be available again.  She stated she preferred the City take back frontage roads that function properly, and she was uncomfortable taking back roads that were that close to the mainline.  She stated that by improving the area, it would generate more revenue and traffic that helped businesses which would protect the welfare of the City.
Councilmember Swenson, seconded by Councilmember Runk, moved to approve Resolution 14-07-36 which was the resolution accepting the layout with no turnback.  Carried 3-2, McComber and Dougherty opposed.  
D. Approve SRO Service Agreement with the ISD #834: Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Swenson, moved to approve the agreement.  Carried 5-0.
E. Community Award Program: Councilmember Swenson, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to authorize the community award program.  Carried 5-0.
VII.
New Business:
A. Palmer Station – Property Subdivision, Rezoning, Planned Unit Development/Conditional Use Permit: City Planner Richards read his planning report.  Councilmember Runk questioned why they requested to reduce the side setback since the lots were large enough.  Planning Commissioner Jim Kremer came forward and stated that his position was that if the developer can sell houses that are that close together, than he did not have an issue with it.  Councilmember Swenson asked the developer’s opinion on home sprinkler systems.  Mick Lynskey, on behalf of the developer, Creative Homes, stated that they were not interested in installing them.  Councilmember Swenson stated that his concern was that the houses were close together which posed a greater risk of fires spreading.  Lynskey stated he would talk to the developer but requested that installation of fire sprinkler systems not be a condition of approval.  Lynskey also requested that the City share in the cost of a drainage pipe because it was above and beyond and was not necessary.  Councilmember Dougherty stated he would like the pipe proposal to be reviewed by Mike at the Middle St. Croix Watershed Management Organization.  
Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Dougherty, moved to approve the rezoning.  Roll call vote taken.  Carried 5-0.

Councilmember Swenson, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to approve the subdivision.  Roll call vote taken.  Carried 5-0.

Councilmember Swenson, seconded by Councilmember Runk, moved to approve the Planned Unit Development Conditional Use Permit with the changes recommended by the Planning Commission at their July 22 meeting.  Roll call vote taken.  Carried 5-0.

B. Set Neighborhood Meeting with Village Neighborhood: Mayor McComber, seconded by Councilmember Dougherty, moved to set a neighborhood meeting for the Village Area on Monday, July 28 at Cover Park at 6:30 p.m.  Carried 5-0.
C. Set Public Hearing for Increase in On-Sale Liquor and Wine License Fees: Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to set a Public Hearing for the increase on September 23 at 7:00 p.m.  Carried 5-0.
D. Consider RFP for Development of Oak Park Crossing Park – Final Layout Plan: Councilmember Swenson, seconded by Councilmember Runk, moved to approve going out for an RFP.  Carried 5-0.
VIII.
Other Council Items or Announcements
Councilmember Swenson, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to set a budget worksession with department heads and the City Council on August 5 at 4:30 p.m.  Carried 5-0.
IX.
Closed Session
City Attorney Vierling reported that the City Council would go into closed session pursuant to Minnesota Statute 13.d. and that the meeting would be recorded and maintained for two years pursuant to statute.

Councilmember Swenson, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to recess into closed session.  Carried 5-0.

Mayor McComber reconvened the regular meeting.

A. Labor Negotiations – Employee Health Care: City Attorney Vierling reported that an update was given and no motions were made during closed session.  
Councilmember Swenson, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to authorize staff to explore options with Health Partners.  Carried 5-0.
B. City Administrator Annual Performance Review: City Attorney Vierling reported that no action was taken during closed session.
X.
Adjournment
Councilmember Runk seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to adjourn at 9:40 p.m.  Carried 5-0.
Respectfully submitted,


Approved as to Content and Form,

Jennifer Pinski




Mary McComber
Deputy Clerk




Mayor

