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CITY OF OAK PARK HEIGHTS

PARKS COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES

Monday, July 20, 2015 at Oak Park Crossing Park
Parks Commission Minutes

July 20, 2015
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I.
Call to Order: Chair Eder called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Present: Vice Chair Bye, Commissioners Johnson and Weyer, City Administrator Johnson, Public Works Director Kegley, Arborist Widin, Arborist-in-Training Lisa Danielson, and Commission Liaison McComber.  Absent: None.
II.
Approval of Agenda: Commissioner Weyer, seconded by Vice Chair Bye, moved to approve the Agenda.  Carried 4-0.
III.
Approve Parks Commission Minutes – June 15, 2015: Vice Chair Bye, seconded by Commissioner Weyer, moved to approve the Minutes.  Carried 4-0.
IV.
Department/Commission Liaison Reports:

A. Arborist: Arborist-in-Training Danielson reported that the City has received several questions from residents regarding plant and tree issues.  She also reported that St. Croix SavATree was working on the pruning and removal list, and the City has received bids for tree planting.  Danielson reported that the ceremonial tree planting for Tree City USA was scheduled for the evening of Party in the Park.  

Arborist Widin reported that was the last Parks Commission she would be attending due to retirement.  She thanked the Parks Commission, the City staff, and residents. She congratulated Lisa Danielson for receiving her ISA Arborist Certification.  Chair Eder thanked Arborist Widin for her service.
B.
Public Works Director:  Public Works Director Kegley reported the Public Works Department was working on standard maintenance, and they also requested quotes for crack sealing on the trails.
C.
Other / Commission Liaison Reports: Commission Liaison McComber reported that she had been attending several summer park programs, and they were very well attended.
Vice Chair Bye, seconded by Commissioner Johnson, moved to accept the Department / Commission Liaison Reports.  Carried 4-0.

V.
Visitors/Public Comment: Mike Runk, City Councilmember, was present and noted the Parks Commission had discussed doing community gardens a long time ago at Swager Park, and it did not transpire.  He thought the Parks Commission could consider the raised gardens similar to the ones at Oak Park Senior Living.  Vice Chair Bye stated he could get some estimates and photos.  Chair Eder suggested discussing it at the next Parks Commission meeting.     
VI.
Public Hearings: None 
VII.
New Business: 
A. Schedule Fall Parks Walkthrough: Vice Chair Eder, seconded by Commissioner Weyer, moved to set the Parks Walkthrough for Saturday, September 12, 2015 at 9:00 a.m. starting at Cover Park.  Carried 4-0.
VIII.
Old Business:
A. Oak Park Crossing Park Plan: Chair Eder reported that the Parks Commission held a joint worksession with the City Council prior to the meeting that evening to discuss the park.  

Chair Eder, seconded by Commissioner Weyer, moved to direct City staff to approach engineering to do the initial proposal for the where the upper park and the two overlooks would go, and prepare some options for going out to bid later in the month.  Carried 4-0.  
IX:
Informational:
A. Party in the Park: Tuesday, August 4, 2015, 4:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. at Brekke Park


B. Retirement Party for Arborist Kathy Widin: Friday, August 14 at 2:00 p.m. at City Hall

C.
Next Meeting: Monday, August 17, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall.  Chair Eder reported that interviews would be held at that evening for the Parks Commission vacancy.
D.
Parks Commission Liaison – Tuesday, July 28 – Vice Chair Eder

E.
City Administrator Johnson reported that he had someone reach out to him about a possible Eagle Scout project of building blue bird houses.  He stated he would work with them on that project idea. 
X.
Adjournment:

Vice Chair Bye, seconded by Commissioner Weyer, moved to adjourn the meeting.  Carried 4-0.
Respectfully submitted,
Jennifer Pinski
Deputy Clerk
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