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CITY OF OAK PARK HEIGHTS

TUESDAY, MAY 27, 2014
CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
I. Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance/Approval of Agenda: Mayor McComber called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.  Present: Councilmembers Dougherty, Liljegren, Runk, and Swenson.  Staff present: City Administrator Johnson, City Attorney Vierling, City Engineer Long, and Police Chief DeRosier.  Absent: City Planner Richards.  
Councilmember Swenson, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to approve the Agenda.  Carried 5-0.
II. Council/Staff Reports: 
A. Mayor McComber: She reported that the Minnesota Depoartment of Corrections Community Advisory meeting was set for May 29, the MCES Municipal Customer Forum was set for May 29, the St. Croix River Crossing Project Tour was set for May 30, and the Parks Commission meeting was set for June 16 at 7 p.m. with a worksession at 6 p.m.
B. Councilmember Dougherty: No report.
C. Councilmember Liljegren: No report.
D. Councilmember Runk: No report.
E. Councilmember Swenson: He reported that he attended the Cable Commission meeting and there was discussion on the franchise agreement relating to the sale of Comcast.  He stated that more updates were forthcoming.
F. Staff: Deputy Clerk Pinski reported that Frederico Banales of 5554 Novak Avenue North was chosen as the recycling award winner.

III. Visitors/Public Comment: 
None
IV.
Consent Agenda: 
A. Approve Bills & Investments 

B. Approve City Council Minutes – May 13, 2014
C. Approve License for Sale/Storage of Consumer Fireworks for Walmart #1861
D. Reappoint Dan Thurmes to Planning Commission
E. Appoint Ms. Madison Fox-Christensen to the City Administrative Intern Position
Councilmember Swenson, seconded by Councilmember Dougherty, moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Roll call vote taken.  Carried 5-0.
V.
Public Hearings: 

None
VI.
Old Business:

A. St. Croix River Crossing Project: No updates.

B. Advanced Warning Flashers – Nova Scotia and 58th Street: Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Dougherty, moved to approve installation of advanced warning flashers at Nova Scotia and 58th Street at a cost of $11,905 with funds coming from the Park and Trail Dedication Fund.  Carried 5-0.
C. Establish TIF Area 1-2 and Related Ehlers Agreement – Revised Schedule and Updated Resolution: Councilmember Swenson, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to table the item.  Carried 5-0.
VII.
New Business:
A. Authorize Torch Run and 5K Event Upon City Properties – Special Olympics: Councilmember Swenson, seconded by Councilmember Dougherty, moved to authorize the event and waive the $500 impact fee.  Carried 5-0.
B. SRO Position – Stillwater Area High School: Tom Lehmann, School Board Chairperson, was present at the meeting and stated that the school district was in a budget situation and was looking at ways to reduce costs.  He stated that safety was important and was taken seriously.  He said that the goal was to work out a solution.  Mayor McComber questioned whether the school district was looking at eliminating the position, or if they were looking at reducing the position to part-time.  Lehmann responded that it was not his advice as School Board Chairperson, but he did not believe there were looking at completely eliminating the position.  He stated his thought was that having an officer present at the high school was a deterrent and was beneficial.
Dr. Ryan Laager, Director of Curriculum and Secondary Education came forward and stated that the high school did have a four-person security team.  He stated they were going to build a vestibule at the administration office that would control the entrance.  He stated they were looking to cut $70,000 from the budget and had approached Police Chief DeRosier about reducing the school resource officer position to part-time.

Councilmember Swenson stated that the City could not afford to have that position taken away.  Councilmember Runk stated that the school district would have to understand that any calls received would be priority ranked, and if there wasn’t a full-time SRO, their calls may not be responded to as quickly as they were currently.  Mayor McComber stated she would not have voted to pass the levy if the school district was going to cut security.

Dr. Laager stated they would like to propose a three-year part time proposal contract.  He stated they were looking at grant opportunities, and they did speak with the mayor of Stillwater for support.  He stated they were not looking at eliminating the position, but rather wanted a reduction.  Lehmann reported that the next school board meeting was set for June 12.

Councilmember Swenson, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to authorize staff to draft a Resolution for the next meeting outlining the City Council’s thoughts on the matter.  Carried 5-0.
VIII.
Other Council Items or Announcements
Mayor McComber wished Officer Fred Kropidlowski well and good luck for his retirement. 
IX.
Adjournment
Councilmember Swenson, seconded by Councilmember Dougherty, moved to adjourn at 7:45 p.m.  Carried 5-0.
Respectfully submitted,
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