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I.
Call to Order: Chair Hauble called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Present: Vice Chair Eder (arrived late), Commissioner Melin, Commissioner Krieger, and Commissioner Viers; City Administrator Johnson, Arborist Widin, Public Works Director Kegley, and Commission Liaison McComber.  Absent: None.
II.
Approval of Agenda: Chair Hauble added “Advanced Warning Flashers” to New Business as Item D.  Commissioner Viers, seconded by Commissioner Krieger, moved to approve the Agenda as amended.  Carried 4-0.
III.
Approval of Parks Commission Minutes – April 15, 2013: Commissioner Melin, seconded by Commissioner Viers, moved to approve the Minutes.  Carried 4-0.
IV.
Department/Commission Liaison Reports:

A. Arborist: Arborist Kathy Widin reported that the ceremonial tree planting for the Tree City USA award was held earlier that evening at Autumn Hills Park.
Widin reported that the Linear Park tree work was near completion.   She also reported that the City would be hiring a tree service to remove two trees from the Village Area to Autumn Hills Park.  
Widin reminded residents they should not prune Oaks because of the risk of insect transmission of Oak Wilt fungus.  They should wait until after September.  She stated that if they must prune Oaks prior to that, they should paint the wound with latex house paint to prevent the risk of transmission.
B.
Public Works Director: Public Works Director Kegley reported that the City Council approved the hiring of four park attendants for the summer.  He stated that shelters would be open Friday, May 24 for reservations for the season.

Kegley also reported that final revisions were being made on the Park and Trail Guide, and it would be off to the printer within the week.

C.
Other / Commission Liaison Reports: Commission Liaison McComber reported that Spring Clean-up was held May 18, 2013.  She thanked residents for bringing in food shelf donations to the event.  McComber also reported that Washington County would be at City Hall on May 21 to discuss work they was doing along Stagecoach and would be doing along Paris Avenue.
Vice Chair Eder, seconded by Chair Hauble, moved to accept the Department / Commission Liaison Reports.  Carried 5-0.

V.
Visitors/Public Comment: None
VI.
Public Hearings: None
VII.
New Business: 
A. Park Walkthrough Discussion: Chair Hauble reported that there were scheduling conflicts with the park walkthrough.  He stated he did not have anything new to report since the fall walkthrough in 2012.
Commission Liaison McComber reported that she spoke with the City Administrator regarding unleashed dogs at the new park and the amount of cigarette butts near playgrounds.  She stated that signs were being ordered.

Commissioner Melin, seconded by Commissioner Krieger, moved to request that City staff place dog waste bag receptacles at Cover Park and Valley View Park.  Carried 5-0.
B. Party in the Park Planning Committee: Commission Liaison McComber reported that Party in the Park was changed to September 8.  She suggested at least one member of the Parks Commission be a part of a planning committee.  Commissioner Viers, Vice Chair Eder, and Commissioner Krieger stated they would be on the committee communication list.
C. Name the Park Contest: City Administrator Johnson reported that contest rules were established and the forms were available online.  He stated the deadline was July 1, 2013.
D. Advanced Warning Flashers: City Administrator Johnson reported that City Council discussed placing pedestrian warning flashers at various locations within the City.  He stated that a bid was received, and the City Council referred the discussion to the Parks Commission for their input.  He stated there may be cost-share options with Boutwells Landing and the Stillwater Area High School, and that funding could be from park dedication or budgeted projects.  He stated that the City Council would ultimately make that determination.  
Vice Chair Eder stated he was not in favor of the City installing the pedestrian warning flashers.  He was not in favor of the City putting a flasher near the Stillwater Area High School because there was already a controlled intersection near there.  Chair Hauble stated that most of the pedestrians in that area were high school students.  Vice Chair Eder stated he was not in favor of the City placing a flasher at Boutwells across 58th Street because they already has a tunnel and the pedestrians there are Boutwells employees.  Eder stated that if the City were going to try it anywhere, the site at Oakgreen and 55th would be the best.  He stated he wasn’t sure if the expense of the flashers was worth it.
Vice Chair Eder stated he would be willing to recommend installation at the Oakgreen site with an $8,000 investment and measure the benefits, and if the school and/or Boutwells was considering installing one at their locations, the City could potentially cost-share.

Commission Liaison McComber stated she would provide a link to a video from Traffic Logix so the Parks Commissioners could see how they work.  Vice Chair Eder suggested tabling the item to the next meeting to allow the Parks Commission an opportunity to view the video.
Commissioner Viers, seconded by Commissioner Melin, moved to table the discussion until the June meeting.  Carried 5-0.

VIII.
Old Business: 

A. Swings at Brekke Park: City Administrator Johnson reported that a quote for the swings was enclosed in the Parks Commission packet for that evening’s meeting.  He stated the total cost would be $13,151.12 for the two sets of swings.  Vice Chair Eder was concerned that a four-station swing set might be too large for the west playground area in Brekke Park.  City Administrator Johnson stated he could have them revise the quote for a two-station or a three-station swing set.  Vice Chair Eder suggested reducing the size of the west end swing given the parameters of the area. 
Vice Chair Eder, seconded by Chair Hauble, moved to proceed with the recommendation to the City Council that the City purchase and install two swings in Brekke Park per the information provided in the packet with a powder coated finish to match the existing equipment in Brekke Park with the added option to reduce the size of the west end swing, and direct staff to review the size of the area.  Carried 5-0.
B. Fencing – Survey Data Results: City Administrator Johnson reported that City sent a survey to neighbors abutting Swager Park and Valley View Park regarding the replacement of the fencing.  He reviewed the results of the survey.  He stated that 82 percent of the respondents wanted a replacement fence once the existing was removed.  Commission Liaison McComber suggested breaking the data down into neighborhoods.  

Vice Chair Eder suggested the Parks Commission walk the areas of the fencing to determine if there were visual, lighting, or safety concerns and come back at the next meeting with thoughts and to review the data by neighborhood. 
Chair Hauble, seconded by Commissioner Krieger, moved to revisit the fencing at the next meeting.  Carried 5-0.

C. Shelter at Moelter Site: City Administrator Johnson reported that the City Council agreed to expend up to $30,000 for a park shelter.  He stated they directed the funds would come from the park dedication fund.  The Parks Commissioners reviewed options for a shelter and provided staff with their preferences.  City Administrator Johnson stated he could contact the vendor the City used in the past to determine cost.  
Vice Chair Eder, seconded by Commissioner Melin, moved to direct staff to pursue options for an octagon shape shelter for the next Parks Commission meeting.  Carried 5-0.  

D.
Brekke Park Stairway Repair: Public Works Director Kegley reported that the City received quotes to tear out the existing wooden structure and retaining wall at Brekke Park and replace it with a staircase.  He sated the lowest quote was roughly $22,000.  

Vice Chair Eder, seconded by Chair Hauble, moved that the Parks Commission recommend proceeding with the stair replacement project at Brekke Park with the City Council designating the funding and allow staff to choose the appropriate bid based on their bid criteria.  Carried 5-0.

IX.
Informational:
A. Next Meeting: Monday, June 17, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall
B. Council Representative: Wednesday, May 29 – Commission Chair Hauble
X.
Adjournment:

Commissioner Viers, seconded by Commissioner Krieger, moved to adjourn at 8:27 p.m.  Carried 5-0.
Respectfully submitted,
Jennifer Pinski
Deputy Clerk
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