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CITY OF OAK PARK HEIGHTS

TUESDAY, MAY 13, 2014
CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
I. Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance/Approval of Agenda: Mayor McComber called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m.  Present: Councilmembers Dougherty, Liljegren, Runk, and Swenson.  Staff present: City Administrator Johnson and City Attorney Vierling.  Absent: City Engineer Long and City Planner Richards.  
Mayor McComber added “Approve Project Award to Openwood Studios for Oak Park Crossing Park Signage” as New Business Item E.
David Beaudet of 6400 Lookout Trail requested that Consent Agenda Item C. be pulled from the Consent Agenda.  Councilmember Swenson, seconded by Councilmember Dougherty, moved to pull Consent Agenda Item C. and move it to Old Business as Item B.
Councilmember Swenson, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to approve the Agenda as amended.  Carried 5-0.
II. Council/Staff Reports: 
A. Mayor McComber: She reported that Spring Clean-up was held May 3 and was successful.  She thanked staff and Advanced Disposal for their work at the event.  McComber also reported that the next Parks Commission meeting was set for May 19 and the Met Council Groundwater meeting was set for May 20.
B. Councilmember Dougherty: He reported that he attended the Middle St. Croix Watershed Management Organization meeting the previous week and that the CVB meeting was set for May 14.
C. Councilmember Liljegren: He reported that the Planning Commission meeting was set for May 15 at 7:00 p.m.
D. Councilmember Runk: No report.
E. Councilmember Swenson: He reported the Cable Commission’s next meeting was set for May 15.
F. Staff: Deputy Clerk Pinski provided the load report for Spring Clean-up.
Deputy Clerk Pinski reported that Jim Kremer of 5475 Oakgreen Place North was chosen as the recycling award winner.

III. Visitors/Public Comment: 
None
IV.
Consent Agenda: 
A. Approve Bills & Investments 

B. Approve City Council Minutes – April 22, 2014
C. MOVED TO OLD BUSINESS
D. Authorize Staff to Hire Recommended Park Attendants
E. Adjust the May 27th City Council Meeting Start Time from 7 p.m. to 6 p.m.
F. Approve License to Sell Tobacco, Tobacco Products, or Tobacco Related Devices for Oak Park Smoke Shop, Inc.
G. Approve On-Sale Liquor License for Lo, Inc. DBA Joseph’s Family Restaurant
Mayor McComber removed Item E.  Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Dougherty, moved to approve the remainder of the Consent Agenda.  Roll call vote taken.  Carried 5-0.
V.
Public Hearings: 

None
VI.
Old Business:

A. St. Croix River Crossing Project: City Administrator Johnson reported that there was a water main break which was repaired.  He also stated there were watershed issues that were being resolved.
B. Adopt Resolution Adopting a Final Assessment Role for Lands Owned by Northern States Power (Xcel Energy) for the 2014 Street Reconstruction Project: City Administrator Johnson explained the process for reaching the assessment amounts for the Xcel Energy parcels.  

David Beaudet of 6400 Lookout Trail questioned whether any appraisers were used in the process.  City Attorney Vierling reported that appraisers were not used due to the expense.  Beaudet suggested that the City use the same process to adjustment assessments for other properties in the City, such as the ones on Olinda and Olene and Hope Adoption.  He stated he was disappointed in the City’s assessment policy.
Marilyn Richert, property owner of 15405 57th Street North, read a letter to the City Council.  She stated that she was paying more for assessments than Xcel Energy.  Mayor McComber responded that the Xcel Energy land was not developable and that Richert’s property was developable.

Councilmember Swenson, seconded by Councilmember Runk, moved to approve the Resolution.  Roll call vote taken.  Carried 5-0. 

VII.
New Business:
A. Resolution Recognizing Officer Kropidlowski: Councilmember Swenson, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to approve the Resolution.  Roll call vote taken.  Carried 5-0.  
Councilmember Swenson, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to approve the expenditure for the retirement party and gift.  Carried 5-0.

B. Consider Action of Support of the City of Stillwater Relating to the STH 36 Access Way to/from the North Frontage Roadway: Councilmember Dougherty, seconded by Councilmember Runk, moved to approve the Resolution.  Roll call vote taken.  Carried 5-0.
C. Consider Amendments to City Ord. 1409 – Cigarette Licensing: Councilmember Swenson, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to approve the Ordinance Amendment.  Carried 5-0.
D. Consider Fireworks Contribution to Stillwater for 2014 4th of July Fireworks: Councilmember Liljegren, seconded by Councilmember Dougherty, moved to contribute $7,000.00 for fireworks.  Carried 5-0.
E. Approve Project Award to Openwood Studios for Oak Park Crossing Park Signage: Councilmember Swenson, seconded by Councilmember Dougherty, moved to authorize staff to contract with Openwood Studios to have the sign manufactured and installed adjacent to the south frontage road entrance way to the park at a price not to exceed $5,160.00 with funding coming from the Xcel Energy Park contribution.  Carried 5-0.
VIII.
Other Council Items or Announcements
Mayor McComber reported that the City received the Playful City USA designation for 2014.
IX.
Adjournment
Councilmember Swenson, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to adjourn at 7:40 p.m.  Carried 5-0.
Respectfully submitted,


Approved as to Content and Form,

Jennifer Pinski
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Mayor

