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I.
Call to Order: Chair Eder called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Present: Vice Chair Bye, Commissioners Johnson and Weyer, City Administrator Johnson, Public Works Director Kegley, Arborist Widin, Arborist-in-Training Lisa Danielson, Summer Park Program Coordinator Zeuli, and Commission Liaison McComber.  Absent: None.
II.
Approval of Agenda: Vice Chair Bye, seconded by Commissioner Weyer, moved to approve the Agenda.  Carried 4-0.
III.
Approve Parks Commission Minutes – March 16, 2015: Vice Chair Bye, seconded by Commissioner Weyer, moved to approve the Minutes.  Carried 4-0.
IV.
Department/Commission Liaison Reports:

A. Arborist: Arborist Widin reported that the high risk period of insect transmission of the oak wilt fungus to fresh wounds on healthy trees goes from April 1 to July 1, but she thought it was important not to prune or wound oak trees until at least mid-September until the weather starts to get cold.  She stated that if oak trees were wounded or pruned during the risk period, the wound should be painted with latex paint to protect it.
Arborist-in-Training Danielson reported that winter boulevard tree pruning was completed by St. Croix SavATree on April 9.  She also reported that the Linear Park planting project was awarded to Instant Green Tree Planting, and adjacent property owners to that park received a letter regarding that project with a map of the planting plan.  Danielson reported that Sentence-to-Serve crews completed work in that area to prepare for the planting, and the project was expected to be completed by the end of May.

Danielson also reported that she and Arborist Widin were working on completing a risk tree survey of the boulevard trees.  She stated most of the trees observed so far were ash with hanging or broken branches.  She said that once the list was completed, they would send it out for quotes.  Danielson reported that they were in the process of having the stumps ground out from the tree removal last fall, and those sites would be restored.  
B.
Public Works Director: Public Works Director Kegley reported that he had received two applications for the summer park attendant positions, and they were still accepting applications.  He stated that the City Council approved renewal of the Green Touch Lawn Care contract.  

Kegley also reported that strong winds tipped the Valley View Park sign over so it had to be removed, but the sign posted off of Osgood Avenue was still there.  He stated that Linner Electric was repairing some lights at Valley View Park parking lot.  

C.
Other / Commission Liaison Reports: Commission Liaison McComber reported that Spring Clean-up was set for Saturday, May 2 at 7:30 a.m. at Andersen parking lot.  She also provided the Parks Commissioner with a copy of a letter from a student at Oak Park Elementary suggesting that the community organize a community group to clean up trash around trails.

Summer Park Program Coordinator Zeuli provided the Parks Commission with a plan for a Power Up for Kids event on May 13 at the Public Works Garage at 4:00 p.m.  The Parks Commission thought it was a great idea.

Commissioner Weyer, seconded by Vice Chair Bye, moved to accept the Department / Commission Liaison Reports.  Carried 4-0.

V.
Visitors/Public Comment: None
VI.
Public Hearings: None 
VII.
New Business: 
A. Park Shelter Rental: Vice Chair Bye reported that park shelter rental was increasing in popularity, which was great, but that was making it difficult for City residents to rent the shelters because there was no fee being charged to non-residents.  Vice Chair Bye had provided a study of fees charged by other communities in the area to non-residents.  The Parks Commission discussed the idea.  City Administrator Johnson suggested staff look at some of the policies that would be behind charging a fee and come back to council.  Commissioner Johnson questioned the policy on the first day reservations were allowed.  City Administrator Johnson reported that the current policy was that rentals could be taken beginning on the first day of the year for any reservation during that year, but that could be changed if needed.  Chair Eder suggested tabling the item to allow staff to obtain some input.
Chair Eder, seconded by Vice Chair Bye, moved to table the park shelter rental discussion to the May meeting.  Carried 4-0.
VIII.
Old Business:
A. Park Walkthrough Discussion: Chair Eder reported that the Parks Commission held their park walkthrough on April 11.  Public Works Director Kegley had included notes in the meeting packet from that walkthrough.
B. Oak Park Crossing Park Sign Placement: Public Works Director Kegley reported that the location the Parks Commission selected for the sign was owned by Xcel Energy.  He stated the City would have to make a request to Xcel Energy to have that sign placed on that land.  
Chair Eder, seconded by Commissioner Johnson, moved to direct staff to make a formal request to Xcel Energy to place the Oak Park Crossing Park sign on the east side of the entrance to the parking lot per the walkthrough notes.  Carried 4-0.
C. Park Vending: Chair Eder, seconded by Commissioner Johnson, moved to continue with the current agreement for the coming year and direct staff to draft a revised agreement.  Carried 4-0.
D. Oak Park Crossing Park Plan: Chair Eder reported that the Parks Commission held a couple of public open houses and received feedback from residents.  Chair Eder suggested the Parks Commission have a worksession to prioritize and list out common comments mentioned by residents in the survey.  
Chair Eder, seconded by Vice Chair Bye, moved to hold a worksession one hour prior to the May meeting to review feedback and options for Oak Park Crossing Park improvements.  Carried 4-0.
IX:
Informational:
A. Next Meeting: Monday, May 18, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall

B. Council Representative: Tuesday, April 28 – Commissioner Johnson
X.
Adjournment:

Vice Chair Bye, seconded by Commissioner Weyer, moved to adjourn the meeting.  Carried 4-0.
Respectfully submitted,
Jennifer Pinski
Deputy Clerk
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