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I.
Call to Order: Chair Hauble called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.  Present: Vice Chair Eder, Commissioner Melin, and Commissioner Viers; City Administrator Johnson, Arborist Widin, Public Works Director Kegley, and Commission Liaison McComber.  Absent: Commissioner Krieger. 
II.
Approval of Agenda: Vice Chair Eder, seconded by Commissioner Viers, moved to approve the Agenda.  Carried 4-0.
III.
Approval of Parks Commission Minutes – March 18, 2013: Commissioner Melin, seconded by Vice Chair Eder, moved to approve the Minutes.  Carried 4-0.
IV.
Department/Commission Liaison Reports:

A. Arborist: Arborist Kathy Widin reported that she received an invoice from St. Croix Tree Service which indicated that the boulevard tree planting was completed.  She stated she would inspect the work that coming weekend.  Widin reported that the Linear Park work had commenced.  She stated she would be inspecting that.  Widin reported that she received a couple of phone calls about fire wood, and one resident suggested some trees be planted once the nuisance and risk trees were removed.  She stated she would talk with staff about that.
Widin reported that the boulevard tree inventory was almost complete.  She stated she would be updating the spreadsheet.  Arborist Widin reported it was still alright to prune oak trees that week.  
B.
Public Works Director: Public Works Director Kegley reported that the department was accepting applications for park attendants.  Kegley reported that he was working on a request for quote for replacement of the concrete stairs at Brekke Park.  He stated he would have more information at the next Parks Commission meeting.
C.
Other / Commission Liaison Reports: Commission Liaison McComber reported that MNDOT would be hosting various open houses regarding construction issues beginning at the end of April.  McComber also reported that Spring Clean-up was set for May 18, 2013 from 7:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the Andersen Corporation parking lot.
Commissioner Viers, seconded by Commissioner Melin, moved to accept the Department / Commission Liaison Reports.  Carried 4-0.

V.
Visitors/Public Comment: None
VI.
Public Hearings: None
VII.
New Business: 
A. St. Croix Valley Baseball Association Ball Field Construction Discussion: Chuck LeRoux provided a presentation of conceptual ideas for baseball fields at the former Xcel Energy fly-ash site and described the St. Croix Valley Baseball Association.  Vice Chair Eder questioned amount of usage, number of bleachers necessary, and ball field fencing.  LeRoux explained the need for fields, the large numbers of people coming to watch games, and the request for fencing.

Chair Hauble questioned whether they do concessions at events.  LeRoux responded that they do have concessions usually run by parents.  Hauble questioned the need for electricity.  LeRoux responded it would be beneficial to have lighted scoreboards and lights so they can have night games.   
B. Review Shelter/Gazebo Options: The Parks Commission discussed options, location, materials, sizes, and usage of a park shelter at the former Moelter fly-ash site near the playground.
Commissioner Melin, seconded by Commissioner Viers, moved to make a recommendation to the City Council to build a park shelter at the Moelter site up to $30,000 matching the architecture in the area.  Carried 4-0.
C. Park and Trail Guide Update: Public Works Director Kegley presented the draft 2013 Park and Trail Guide.  Vice Chair Eder stated it would be nice to have trail distances on the map, but he understood that was a large undertaking to put those on the map and did not expect it to be on the 2013 update.  Chair Hauble suggested putting an icon on the guide to identify drinking fountains and vending locations.
D. Discuss Options for New Park Name: Vice Chair Eder suggested a contest and the name of the park could be announced at Party in the Park.  He stated the City could request suggestions, the Parks Commission would review them, and then they would make a decision.  

Chair Hauble, seconded by Commissioner Viers, moved to let staff come up with an idea for some type of contest or process to come up with a park name, with the name chosen by Party in the Park.  Carried 4-0.
VIII.
Old Business: 

A. Spring Parks Walkthrough: The Parks Commission set the Spring Parks Walkthrough for Saturday, May 11 at 9:00 p.m. beginning at Cover Park.  He stated that if something changes, the Parks Commissioners may do a walkthrough on their own and submit a list to the Public Works Director.
B.
Fencing at Valley View and Swager Parks: Chair Hauble, seconded by Commissioner Viers, moved to direct staff to send a survey to affected residents.  Carried 4-0.
B. Party in the Park Update: City Administrator Johnson reported that the date of the Party in the Park was changed to September 8, 2013.  Johnson stated that the City Council wanted the event to be more of an ice cream social rather than serving hot dogs.

Commission Liaison McComber suggested that a committee be formed to assist with planning.  Vice Chair Eder requested that those interested in serving on a committee should contact City Hall. 
D.
Capital Needs Discussion: Chair Hauble, seconded by Commissioner Melin, moved to direct staff move forward with an RFP on a swing for Brekke Park and a couple of fitness equipment options for Swager Park.  Carried 5-0.
IX.
Informational:
A. Community Bench Build Day: Sunday, April 21, 2013 at 2:00 p.m. at City Hall
B. Spring Parks Walkthrough: Saturday, May 11, 2013 at 9:00 a.m. at Cover Park

C. Tree Planting: Monday, May 20, 2013 at 6:30 p.m. at Autumn Hills Park
D. Next Meeting: Monday, May 20, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall
E. Council Representative: Tuesday, April 23 – Commission Chair Hauble
X.
Adjournment:

Commissioner Viers, seconded by Chair Hauble, moved to adjourn at 8:20 p.m.  Carried 4-0.
Respectfully submitted,
Jennifer Pinski
Deputy Clerk
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