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CITY OF OAK PARK HEIGHTS

TUESDAY, APRIL 8, 2014
CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
I. Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance/Approval of Agenda: Mayor McComber called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Present: Councilmembers Dougherty, Liljegren, Runk, and Swenson.  Staff present: City Administrator Johnson, City Attorney Vierling, Finance Director Caruso, Public Works Director Kegley, andEngineer Brad Riefsteck.  Absent: City Planner Richards.  
Mayor McComber added two items to the Agenda: “St. Croix River Crossing Update” as Old Business Item E. and “Consider Establishment of Community Award” as New Business Item C.
Councilmember Swenson, seconded by Councilmember Dougherty, moved to approve the Agenda as amended.  Carried 5-0.
II. Council/Staff Reports: 
A. Mayor McComber: She reported that she attended the League of Local Government meeting the week prior and brought a folder of information back to City Hall for the City Council to view; the next Parks Commission meeting was set for April 21 at 7:00 p.m.
B. Councilmember Dougherty: He reported the Middle St. Croix Watershed Management Organization meeting was set for April 10 at the Bayport Library.
C. Councilmember Liljegren: He reported the next Planning Commission meeting was set for April 10 at 7:00 p.m.
D. Councilmember Runk: No report.
E. Councilmember Swenson: He reported the Cable Commission had not yet been able to meet due to lack of a quorum.
F. Staff: Mayor McComber reported that Spring Clean-up was set for May 3 from 7:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  

III. Visitors/Public Comment: 
None
IV.
Consent Agenda: 
A. Approve Bills & Investments 

B. Approve City Council Minutes – March 25, 2014
C. Authorize Staff to Enter into Agreement for Lawn Care Service
D. Adopt the Street Reconstruction Management Plan
E. Adopt Resolution Granting the Application of Ducks Unlimited, Inc. St. Croix Valley Chapter, to Conduct a One-Day Raffle on May 1, 2014 at the Heights Hall and Club
Councilmember Liljegren, seconded by Councilmember Dougherty, moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Roll call vote taken.  Carried 5-0.
V.
Public Hearings: 
A. Hold Assessment Hearing – 2014 Street and Utility Improvements: City Engineer Reifsteck provided a PowerPoint presentation on the project.  He recommended the City Council award the project to Hardrives based on the low bid received.  Finance Director Caruso provided a PowerPoint presentation on the assessment amounts.  Mayor McComber opened the public hearing.
City Administrator Johnson read the list of written objections received.  Brian Jones of 15331 58th Street North and 15357 58th Street North came forward and stated he objected to any assessments.  He stated he did not feel his property would increase to accommodate the assessment.  He suggested the City Council levy City-wide for the project.  He stated the economy was still in a recession, and he could not handle another tax burden.

Wade Luger of 5814 Olene Avenue North questioned why there wasn’t an assessment when Omaha Avenue was reconstructed.  He was concerned with the inconsistency.

Rick Wells of 5857 Olinda Avenue North stated that he thought those with a large amount of frontage should be assessed at a higher rate than those with a small amount of frontage.  He also reminded staff that he wanted to work with them and the contractors on his driveway reconstruction.

John Moszer of 5827 Peller Avenue came forward and stated he objected to the assessment.  

Deborah Boldt of 5633 Ozark Avenue North came forward and stated she objected to the assessment.

Keith Bruchu of 5653 Penrose Avenue North came forward and stated he objected to the assessment.

Steve Thron of 14386 58th Street North stated that he thought $7,300 was way too much.  He stated that there was no way that his property value would increase by that amount after the project was completed.

Councilmember Swenson, seconded by Councilmember Dougherty, moved to close the Public Hearing.  Carried 5-0.

Mayor McComber stated that many of the roads should have been reconstructed 20 to 25 years ago.  She stated that in the last reconstruction project, everyone was assessed the same amount, and that was the method they chose to do again.  McComber noted that the City Council worked hard to bring costs down by adding to a street reconstruction fund over the years.  She stated that everyone was using the roads, water, and sewer and that was the justification for assessing a flat rate for homesteaded properties.  Councilmember Runk noted that there was not much disparity in lot sizes.  He stated that very few lots were over 150 feet.  

Mayor McComber reported that Omaha Avenue by Andersen Corporation was their project along with their parking lot.  Public Works Director Kegley stated that there was a hot patch done on the City part of that street.  City Administrator Johnson reported that the City has never assessed for a hot patch.

Steve Thron stated he did not understand why some people were assessed at the homestead rate and they were not living there.  McComber responded that homestead status data was received from the County.

City Attorney Vierling reported that those who had given their objection preserve their right to further object to the assessment.  He stated the next step was that they had 30 days to file in district court against the City and ten days to file the case and pay the filing fee.
VI.
Old Business:

A. Resolution Adopting Special Assessments – 2014 Street and Utility Improvements: City Attorney Vierling reported that Xcel Energy has 16 parcels, and they requested more time to obtain data.  Attorney Vierling suggested the City Council pull their data off the assessment roll for the project.
Councilmember Swenson, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to pull Xcel Energy’s assessments to allow them to obtain information and continue to work with staff.  Carried 5-0.

Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Swenson, moved to approve the Resolution.  Roll call vote taken.  Carried 5-0.
B. Consider Award of 2014 Street Construction and Utility Contract: City Administrator Johnson reported that the City Engineer recommended the base bid plus alternates 1 and 2.  He stated he did not recommend alternate 3.  Councilmember Dougherty, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to approve the contract by Resolution.  Roll call vote taken.  Carried 5-0.
C. Resolution Approving the Issuance of General Obligation Bonds Series 2014 A: Mayor McComber reported that the bond should not exceed $4,000,000 and three percent.  Councilmember Swenson, seconded by Councilmember Runk, moved to approve the Resolution.  Roll call vote taken.  Carried 5-0.

D. Consider Resolution Implementing a NO PARKING area along Nolan Parkway: Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to approve the Resolution.  Roll call vote taken.  Carried 5-0.
E. St. Croix River Crossing Update: Mayor McComber questioned when the south frontage road would be open.  Jon Chiglo of MNDOT reported that they expected the road would open in early spring.  Chiglo reported that work was progressing, that they would be closing Osgood Avenue north of Highway 36 at the end of the month, contractors would be working on Pier 9 later in the week or early the following week, they were on schedule with all projects, and they anticipated road work would be complete in the fall when the focus would be shifted to bridge work.  Chiglo reported that they had met with 95 percent of the business along the corridor, and that they were continuing to work on communicating impacts.

Chiglo requested to present information to the City Council on the previous proposals.  Councilmembers Runk and Swenson requested Chiglo provide that information to the City Attorney.  City Attorney Vierling reported that Work Order #8 was submitted to the City and could not be accepted.  He stated it was redrafted and resubmitted to MNDOT preserving both parties’ rights.  He stated that staff would present it to the City Council with a recommendation.  Vierling also reported that staff sent correspondence to MNDOT on the Oakgreen Avenue utility that it was not a betterment.  Chiglo reported that they were continuing to work toward resolving that issue and were looking at statutes.
VII.
New Business:
A. Consider Vehicle Noise Enforcement Signage: Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Dougherty, moved to approve Resolution.  Roll call vote taken.  Carried 5-0.
B. Water and Sewer Usage Rebates – Frozen Pipes Issue: Councilmember Swenson, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to authorize rebates as presented.  Carried 4-0-1, Dougherty abstained.
C. Consider Establishment of Community Award: Councilmember Swenson, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to direct staff to come back with a policy and nomination process.  Carried 5-0.  Councilmember Swenson suggested by June 1.
VIII.
Other Council Items or Announcements
Mayor McComber, seconded by Councilmember Swenson, moved to set a short worksession prior to the next City Council meeting at 6:00 p.m.  Carried 5-0.
IX.
Adjournment
Councilmember Runk, seconded by Councilmember Liljegren, moved to adjourn at 8:15 p.m.  Carried 5-0.
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